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The topics of the study are divided into four sections:
« Introductory section: conceptual and methodological framework.

« Section |, how do participants understand the nature, causes, and the track of the

crisis? And how do they distribute responsibilities?
« Section Il. What concerns and fears do they have and what are their impacts on them?

« Section lll. How do participants imagine possible tracks for political change and do they

bet on them?

Finally, we emphasize that these available data are qualitative rather than quantitative,
therefore, the results are not generalizable beyond the circle of study participants, but it

can be revealing and helpful to understand the perceptions of those outside it.



political impacts.This research will try to know the youth group's self-understanding of the
crisis in Lebanon and how they express their opinions, their perceptions, expectations, and
emotions in their language, which gives us good original data to analyze. Also, this
understanding is an attempt to gain access to the impassioned expressions, and to the
depth of these expressions that allows for a deeper understanding of this group behavior

and what can be expected in the foreseeable term.

We will focus in this study on the language used by the participants and the concepts they
employ, as well as their feelings in terms of anger, anxiety, or empathy and in what direction
they go through. This study faced some obstacles due to the embarrassment associated

with the nature of some questions.

The project adopted a qualitative approach through semi-structured interviews involving
64 university graduates from 24 to 30 years from parties in power (35 people), opposition,
and the protest movement (29 people), and to ensure the privacy of the participants, we
will refer to them by fictitious names. Interviews were conducted through a team of

assistants between July and October 2020 and included 16 questions (annex No. 2).

Finally, the importance of this study lies in that it keeps pace with the economic and political
collapse Lebanon is experiencing and its effects on this important youth group, due to its
education and political effectiveness. The data were collected after months of the 17
October protests fading. Therefore, it was possible to observe the implications of that
phenomenon on the political awareness and choices of Lebanese youth. Most studies at
that period were quantitative (unemployment ratios, participation in protests, income,
immigration, through surveys and field surveys. As a result, this study was able to collect
rich data that could give new results or deepen understanding of what existed and was
coming, due to its relied on qualitative data at that moment, when the emotions of the 17
October protests were present, as well as the shock of the beginning of the economic

crisis.



between March and July 2020 about the party loyalists’ views towards 17 October

protests®.

Despite numerous surveys of public opinion on political issues and the views of the people
on Lebanon's economic and political crisis, good researches are few. Understanding the
perception and expectations of the educated young of the crisis contributes to an in-depth
understanding that surpasses quantitative data, which will be useful in reading popular
perceptions of the crisis and how this will reflect on people's relationship with political
forces, which in turn will try to develop their discourse and policies to some extent. Because
of that, the importance of this issue is also linked to the nature of the stage in Lebanon, as
the country has entered into a turbulent stage of tension and blur, so it is necessary to
understand how people are dealing with it and approaching it to understand their future

behavior.

Based on the above, the Consultative Centre for Studies and Documentation - Directorate
for Strategic Studies conducted a qualitative research which targeted a segment of
Lebanese youth with university degrees and party members of those that have been
participating in the government of the post-civil war generation: born between 1990 and
1996, as well as opposition parties and protest movement groups, to view their perceptions
at several levels and comparing them. The basic question, was, thus, how does political
and sectarian affiliation affect the perceptions of university degree holders and party

members towards the post-17 October protests?

This particular age group suffers from the crisis; they had optimistic expectations for their
future on the one hand but were soon the victim of the “peace” that they lived in, on the
other hand. This group was ready for entering the labor market, building a practical
experience, preparing for professional and personal commitments, then the collapse put

them before of shocking questions with unforeseen personal, psychological, social, and

6 Mortada Al-Amin and others, party loyalists in Lebanon: The Other Face of Change, translated by Hassan

Hasani, synaps. network, 14 October 2020.



this group due to their university education and their political effectiveness contributes to
the formation of a part of youth public opinion and produces opinion leaders who can reach
the public with specific messages. In the upcoming parliamentary elections in 2022, this
category is expected to be active and influential in terms of mobilization, and rallying, and

electoral behavior.

Since the 2015 movement and October 2019 protests, many studies were issued on the
role and impact of young people and their interaction in these protests. Carol Derbag talked
about the new participants in the 2015 movement and how the protest groups dealt with
these participants through political improvisation, broad discourse, flexible, and
spontaneous structures to attract them as recipients rather than partners3. In parallel, after
October 2019 protests, a series of quantitative and qualitative studies began to understand
the event's implications at several levels. A study by “International Alert”, conducted
between October 2019 and December 2020, summarizes the main causes of tensions
related to the perceptions and experiences of social groups and main political actors
through unregulated interviews*. Another study conducted by students at St. Joseph's
University in January 2020 employed both quantitative and qualitative methodologies in a
field study in Tripoli on demands and expectations from protests among Lebanese and
foreign residents’. Also, Mortada al-Amin, Reem Saab, Rima Majid, and Arin Ayanyan

completed a survey of 400 participants (non-random and unrepresentative sample)

3 Carol Derbage, politics by accident: The Mobility “confronts their peoples”, Issam Fares Institute for Public
Policy and International Affairs 2016.

4 Zina Abla and others, a new vision for Lebanon and disputing its truth? Actors, issues, and dynamics following
the October protests, International Alert, January 2021.
https://www.international-alert.org/sites/default/files/Lebanon-Context-Analysis-Feb-Jul-AR-2021.pdf

5 E. Dahrouge, J. Nammour, AS Lotf & 2019-2021 ArMA Programme students (Saint-Joseph University, Beirut,
Lebanon) ‘The 17 October 2019 protests in Lebanon: Perceptions of Lebanese and non-Lebanese residents

of Tripoli and surroundings’, 4 Global Campus Human Rights Journal, 2020, pp. 488-516.
http://doi.org/20.500.11825/2035



https://www.international-alert.org/sites/default/files/Lebanon-Context-Analysis-Feb-Jul-AR-2021.pdf
http://doi.org/20.500.11825/2035

From the beginning of 17 October 2019 protests until June 2021, weak and disparate
popular movements continued between Beirut and Tripoli in the north, with attempts by
the movement forces and opposition to remobilize build alliances and restore popular
momentum, but without any notable success. However, discontent has been increasing
significantly, especially with shortages of basic materials, price breakdowns, a significant
decline in public services, and many queues in front of fuel stations. This bad situation has
been accompanied by a deep vertical division among the traditional forces that were
unable to build a consensus over a transition management period that would mitigate the

impact of the crisis on Lebanese citizens.

This division continued with the absence of regional and international consensus on the
Lebanese situation, despite France's initiative to create a specialists’ government but
without any progress for almost a year after Hassan Diab's resignation. After Hezbollah's
initiative in August 2021 to bring oil derivatives from Iran, which contributed significantly to
the alleviation of the fuel crisis, the rapid lifting of the United States of the veto on oil supply
from Egypt and Jordan through Syria, and the acceleration collapse indicators, French and
American pressures to form a new government intensified on September 2021 resulting to

a government headed by Najib Mikati.

Amid these overlapping crises and protests on the street, the Lebanese youth group
appeared at the center of the stage. This group was most affected by the collapse, whether
in terms of their ability to complete their education, find jobs, or start life. They were also
the pivotal and effective actors in the protest movements? and the struggle among the
effective parties revolved around persuading and attracting them. Moreover, the
importance of this group lies in their awareness was formed after the civil war and their

ability to live through the post- 2005 period and adapt to all its complexities. Moreover,

2 See, for example, the survey conducted by Lea Bo Khater and Rima Majid, the 17 October 2019 Revolution
in Lebanon: Who moved this Revolution and why? The American University of Beirut, Asfari foundation of Civil
Society and Citizenship, 2020.



Economically, the crisis began to accelerate with the heavy losses in the budget of the
Central Bank and the banking sector as a whole; these losses have been caused by
policies, mistakes, and accumulated perpetrations for more than two decades, particularly
the financial engineering processes and the smuggling of deposits abroad during the
banks’ closure in October 2019 and afterwards. Moreover, the economic situation was
affected by the United States and Gulf sanctions and procedures’. Remittances have
shrunk, and external accounts have fallen short, revealing huge losses in the financial
sector. As a result of the crisis, prices inflated, incomes declined, and economic sectors
were disrupted as the exchange rate continued to soar until it reached 18000 lire per dollar
in June 2021 (it was 1,500 lire before the start of the crisis). The unemployment rate rose

with all the disastrous social consequences.

In January 2019, a new government, headed by Hassan Diab, was formed to succeed
Prime Minister Saad Hariri who resigned against the backdrop of protests. The new
government began to contain the collapse, announcing the cessation of external debt
payment, adopting a plan for economic recovery, and allocation of losses between the
government, the Central Bank, and banks. Also, the government began to seek solutions
through extensive austerity procedures and held several dialogues with international
institutions, including the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund. However, these
efforts were strongly opposed by the financial and banking forces and part of the political
regime. Amid this crisis, the corona epidemic reached Lebanon increasing its economic
and social crisis. Then the tragedy reached its apex as the port of Beirut exploded on 4
August 2020. With this explosion, and in the face of multiple political divisions, Prime
Minister Hassan Diab announced his resignation and the government entered a caretaking

phase.

T It included sanctions against a bank and a big number of businessmen, with negative signs about the
Lebanese economy's future, moreover, it was followed by a severe anti-Lebanese Gulf attitude preceded by
Saudi Arabia's detention of the-Lebanese Prime Minister Saad Hariri and forced him to announce his

resignation after being allowed to leave Saudi territory.



Preface

Since the summer of 2019, the Lebanese began to feel the instability of the local currency,
whose stability has long been praised by Lebanese officials. During the subsequent
months, the Lebanese lira began to fall visibly against the dollar, which was the clearest
evidence that the “moment of truth” came and the era of financial and economic collapse
began. In October 2019, widespread popular protests exploded in Lebanon against the
country's political and economic system, an event the Lebanese have not seen in decades.
Moreover, the protests were highly complex and overlapping, as both external and internal
forces quickly invested in these protests, particularly against the parliamentary majority
coalition. ... This popular explosion of October 17 was preceded by several months of
public discontent and outrage, which were expressed in several local protests in Lebanese
regions that raised sectorial demands, rights, unionist, and other demands, all in
conjunction with a media and political campaign, both internal and external, against the

Parliamentary majority and the Presidency of the Repubilic.

Finally, all these events benefited from an American approach based on Lebanon's
integration into the “maximum pressure” strategy on Iran adopted by the Donald Trump

administration.

The protests continued for weeks before they faded by the containment operations and
divisions and the penetration of authoritarian and external forces that employed the
protests in changing the game of local balances. However, the failure of the protests did
not turn back the events, and Lebanon, the government, and authority, faced a new reality
at all levels. In this situation, the legitimacy of the political regime has been reduced to a
minimum, most political forces exposed to declining popularity in return for the rise of
fragmented and emerging powers, and a generation of Lebanese youth has emerged
divided between their previous visions and the new ones with less capacity to be mobilized

by sectarian rhetoric.
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