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Dr. Fadlallah hoped that this conference will be the beginning of a long
track and will continue in many different ways. These ways are the begin-
ning of a discussion, shifting from generalization touching on details and
focusing on major issues. He said that the consensus during the conference
sessions was on big issues: the centrality of the Palestinian issue, the impor-
tance of rebuilding the Arab state and the importance of consensus on the

required regional system.

He noted that there was a great vacuum in the region which could be filled
through an independent and effective regional order. He stressed that retriev-
ing balance on both sides of the scale, Iran and the Arab world, is not only in
support of central issues, but also the reconstruction of Arab countries, and
without building the Arab state there is no balance in this region. Fadlallah
referred in this context to the ideas that had been put forward on coopera-
tion between the countries of the region, and the historical mass that is built
through this type of dialogue which is not limited to regimes and states, but

should be an integral part of such a debate.

He also said that the Iranian brothers participating in this conference have
raised the idea of resuming talks in a forthcoming meeting in Tehran, ex-
pressing hope to prepare for the meeting in Tehran or in any Arab country.
Then he noted that the recommendations that organizers intend to work on
include: launching a forum for Arab-Iranian dialogue to put the ongoing
discussions within a common and predetermined framework. Finally, he
thanked the participants in the Conference, the institutions that had contrib-
uted in organizing this work, and the working groups that had spent months

preparing for this conference.
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Professor Hassan Rahim Azghadi wondered about the reasons behind “Is-
rael’s” four defeats for the first time in its history in south Lebanon and Gaza.
The answer here comes from Hezbollah and the Islamic Jihad and Hamas with
the help of the Islamic Republic, and then he noted that the war that should
have been waged against the Zionists had spread to Syria and Yemen, and in-
stead of a fight against arrogance there was another struggle against Muslims.
In response to the claims that there is a war between Sunnis and Shiites, the
author said: “Imam Khomeini told us that we oppose any doctrinal and reli-
gious war, we oppose intolerance, and the war here is a war of the oppressed
against the oppressor.” Finally, he wondered why the Arab tyrannical re-
gimes did not want their people to progress. Why is the Saudi army killing

Yemenis or Iraqis, and intervening in these countries?

Professor Moustafa Zahrani stressed that Iran is a major part of the equa-
tion in the region, after the war advocates in America want to wage a war
against Iran. He said that the agreement on Iran’s nuclear program had pre-
vented the war, and for the first time, major powers in the world accepted to
negotiate with a revolutionary state. This is one of the achievements of the
Iranian state, as well as recognition that Iran has become one of the nuclear

states noting that Iran has not sought to manufacture a nuclear bomb.

The world also believes that Iran has a constructive role in regional changes
after they ignored this role in Syria or any other situation. This issue has an-
gered “Israel” and Netanyahu who wanted major powers to begin a war with
Iran, so the Nuclear file was only a pretext which has been removed. Finally,
He concluded that the question that should be addressed to some countries

in the region is: Why all this anger? Why all this noise?

The closing speech was for Dr. Abdul Halim Fadlallah who said that this
conference was a complete challenge, and holding the conference in these

difficult circumstances is like swimming against the current.
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cumulated between the parties of the disputes; therefore, we need efforts and
much time to dispel it. “We should not underestimate the identity of Arabs
and Iran in character, methodology, relationships and interests, but we have
the right to look forward to sound inter-relationships based on a careful di-

agnosis of strategic risks and threats to the region.

MP Mohammad Raad also said that “The main points of partnership be-
tween Arabs and Iran are to answer the questions on both sides: First, what
are the regional challenges the two sides face? What about Palestine? Is the
challenge to liberate Palestine, or to end the Palestinian cause? What about
terrorism, is the challenge to end terrorism or to employ it? What about inde-
pendence, subordination or freedom? What about law and state? What about

globalization and the common regional market?

Second, what opportunities do Arabs and Iran have in common or alone
in a unilateral or multi-polar world? Third, what space can be occupied by
the hoped partnership between Iran and Arabs to promote awareness and
responsibility in order to fortify our countries and people against slipping
into the labyrinth of lagging and loss and being away from the cultural role

of our nation?

Finally, he said : “from our own experience in the resistance against the Is-
raeli enemy which occupied southern Lebanon for nearly two decades and
we succeeded in defeating this enemy, and despite the complexities of our
internal Lebanese situation, we did what the armies of the combined nations
failed to do by relying on God and the will of our sacrificing and generous
people .We concluded in this period that people believe those who are honest
with them, sacrifice and stand firm when they find their leadership progress-

ing faithfully.”
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Finally, Shafiq said that people of the region are united by Islam, a long
history of co-existence, interaction and common interests that lead to an at-
tempt to save relations which have deteriorated, conflicts, human and mate-
rial losses, and look forward to rebuilding a new regional order on the ruins

of the collapsed regional order.

MP Mohammad Raad began his speech by pointing out that holding of
such a conference at the moment when the crisis is raging on various fronts
between Iran and some Arab countries is a form of swimming against the
trend and a bold stance that involves a number of messages and indications.
The most important of these messages are: denouncing and condemning the
deadlock of Arab-Iranian relations, the bitterness of the enormous waste of
opportunities that are printed away from the interests of the nation and their
countries, the blatant call of the people of the region through their rationales

to stop this farce whose consequences are almost out of control.

He applauded the efforts of the conference organizers and said: “The par-
ticipants in this conference are honored to be the first one to surpass inter-
national institutions and bodies, the foes of democracy and the so-called
defenders of human rights to discuss opportunities and prospects of partner-
ship between Arabs and Iran in order to end their open crisis which has been
invested greedily by the Israeli enemy and the savage capitalist states that

stole the people’s resources and controlled the world based on their interests.

MP Mohammad Raad considered that the enemies of the Arab nation have
no interest in the understanding or partnership between the countries of the
region, so their interest lies in the continuation of differences and inconsis-
tency, but there is also a need to point out to the mutual concerns and the
historical and sectarian influences that the enemies and beneficiaries have

used to exaggerate. And there is here a heavy barrier of mistrust that has ac-
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to play the same role played by the Ottoman Sultan in the region, but today
Turkey does not have full independence from the West and could not be con-
sidered the first power in the region. He also said that Saudi Arabia suffers
from the loss of an independent identity, and they participate in creating the
sectarian identity which the West wants, they support Takfiri organizations,
so their policy could not be considered reassuring to the Western parties.
Meanwhile, Saudi Arabia has not yet accepted the changes that took place
in Iraq and they are trying as much as possible to take the situation back the

way it was in the past.

He believed that the Zionists are biggest party who benefited from the war
against Syria, and if the Palestinian issue is given priority for Iran and the
countries of the region, then Iran could influence American and Zionist
plans. Finally, he concluded that dialogue between Iran and Arabs could lead
to identifying common areas of research as well as identification of common
concerns. This conference was important in order to identify the areas in
which cooperation among the countries of the region could be achieved, and

the status quo will not remain the same in the future.

Professor Mounir Shafiq considered that one of the goals of this confer-
ence is to reach an outline to end the crises that the Arab-Iranian-Turkish
region suffer while recognizing that these goals are very ambitious. But
progress in one step or two steps forward and in the right direction makes
this conference successful in setting the path towards the goals. “Perhaps the
most important thing is to emphasize on the importance of correcting Arab-
Iranian relations, Arab-Turkish relations, specifically correcting the Turkish-
Syrian-Saudi relations and the movement towards involving Egypt and the

rest of the Arab countries, Russia and the world.
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Final session

Mr. Maan Bashour began the final session with a speech thanking the Con-
sultative Center for Studies and Documentation for holding the conference
which is part of a series of conferences, seminars and initiatives aimed to
correct any imbalance between Arabs and Iran or any of the countries of the
region. He noted that the conference should be the beginning of specialized
conferences on hot topics such as Syria, Iraq, Yemen, Bahrain and other is-
sues over which some Arabs might disagree with Iran. Finally, He called for
the formation of a think-tank among a group of Arab and Iranian personali-
ties who can meet periodically and discuss all the issues raised and come up

with recommendations for decision makers.

Dr. Manoushehr Mottaki began his speech by thanking the Director Gen-
eral of the Consultative Center for Studies and Documentation Dr. Abdul
Halim Fadlallah for the invitation addressed to him to participate in the con-
ference and paid a special tribute to the spirit of Imam Khomeini since this
day coincided with the anniversary of his demise. He noted that a similar
conference was held in Tehran at the invitation of the Political and Interna-
tional Studies Center; the conference addressed many of the topics under
discussion, so these issues should be addressed more deeply and more ex-
plicitly because the diagnosis of the disease is half the treatment as doctors

say.

Dr. Mottaki said that the international equations in the region have begun to
change and the United States was suffering from the weakness of their al-
lies, while the countries allied with Iran were able to win over the countries
allied with America, so the people of the region are now determining their

fate. He noted that Turkey is now led by the “Sultan Erdogan” who wants
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problems and it includes countries such as Morocco, Tunisia and Jordan.

Finally, she concluded that economic cooperation in this region needed an
important element, which is political will and common political management
to move the economic process forward. Therefore, first of all there should
be a political will, and at a later stage the countries of the region should be
able to find institutions that could maintain and develop the achievements of

economic cooperation.

Professor Hussein Sajjad Najad presented the history of the Company
“East India” that had occupied India and other countries and according to
some studies its founders and owners were Jewish oligarchs. This company
later took other names and is still active in several countries; for example,
“Shell” or “The Nobel Prize” and sub-groups of the East India Company.
Then he mentioned the achievements of the Islamic Republic of Iran from
the strong infrastructure in all economic, political and social fields. After
the nuclear agreement, Iran entered a new stage and now there are mul-
tiple opportunities within Iran that could benefit the countries of the region.
Finally, he said:”Unfortunately, the misinformation and the Zionist goals do
not allow people of the region to benefit from our experiences, and I hope
that through this conference we could reach conclusions regarding the future

of the region.
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free trade program signed by 17 Arab countries out of 55 countries. Also, she
considered that these procedures had little effect on regional cooperation be-
cause the states were unwilling to abandon tariff revenues, and they had no
desire to open competition to their domestic industries. At present, regional

internal management accounts are only 3% of total trade.

In contrast the EU appears to be the most important partner to the states of
the region. Relations with the European Union include a wide range, starting

from trade to direct foreign investment, remittances and tourist frequency.

The main factors that have hindered the economic harmony within the
MENA region are: the legacy of a supportive trade policy-making order,
similar production structures, high trade costs, the emergence of export-
based and single-output economies at risk, and more importantly, lack of

movement towards economic diversification.

The researcher presented the oil boom and its impact on internal econom-
ic cooperation and the movement of foreign investment. In this regard she
noted that there was an increase in Iran’s exports to the Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) countries which have also benefited from a huge trade sur-
plus in their trade relations with Iran. In this period, UAE became one of the
first Gulf countries that export products to Iran and Saudi Arabia was ranked
second. Then she turned to the reality that resulted from the Arab uprisings
that created a wave of insecurity following the emergence of a new type of
terrorism and creation of two distinct economic regions. First, “a safe zone”
has the lowest levels of economic and political risk, and it includes mainly
six Gulf States. Second, “ a danger zone” which has a high level of security
risk, political instability, ideological, sectarian and national conflicts, includ-
ing Syria, Iraq, Lebanon , Libya, Algeria, Yemen and Egypt . There is a

buffer zone between the two groups which also faces economic and social
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mon historical, social and cultural ties, increasing the level of popular par-
ticipation in complementary activities and respecting and protecting human

and peoples’ rights.

The integration arrangements have entrances, mainly: trade liberalization
between member states, the development of the productive structure through
regional planning of production and exchange, coordination of policies that
provide supporting incentives and establishment of customs union. In terms
of cooperation between Arabs and Iran, both sides should begin to remove
the doubts and concerns the parties felt such as Arab’s concern about «ex-
porting the revolution issue ,» meanwhile the Arab side should make an effort
to remove any doubts about attitudes from Iran and at the same time work
hard to resolve some outstanding problems in an open spirit,»«because Iran
first and foremost is a neighboring country with brotherly people who have
historical and cultural ties with Arabs. Also, they share a common destiny to
many issues facing the region, especially the Palestinian issue and the stance
of the resistance; these issues should remain the title for any effort in the

relations between Iran and Arabs, and between them and the outside world».

Finally, the researcher said that the Iranian altitude on the Syrian issue could
be seen as an example of the nature of the relationship between Iran and
Arab countries and the future of these relations. This attitude came in sup-
port of the resistance attitude on one hand and strengthening the principle
of combating terrorism on the other hand; meanwhile this attitude is a good
example for economic relations that could be developed towards the desired

integration.

Dr. Fahima Abbasi discussed the economic cooperation in the Middle East
and North Africa. Then she stopped at some targeted projects that aim to
achieve coherence and compatibility in the region such as the establishment

of the Arab Monetary Fund, the Islamic Development Bank, and the Arab
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as a country with a moral, civilized and conscious history that aspires to a
future order far from socialism, liberalism and fascism, since all of these

concepts have failed in the world.

He also said that “our Arab brothers who were influenced by the Islamic
revolution in Iran rebelled against the former regimes, they also rebelled
against the rulers and the dictatorships, but they were not prepared enough
to listen to Iran’s message to them, at that time, they faced more problems

and drowned in chaos.

Dr. Mounir Al-Hemesh presented a paper including an extensive analysis
of the economic conditions and challenges facing the countries of the region
in terms of development and possibilities of economic integration between

Iran and Arab countries on a wider regional scale.

Then he presented in detail approaches to economic conditions in the coun-
tries of the region, supported by statistics, as on the economic policies of
Arab countries, or on regional associations such as the European Union, the
Eurasian Economic Community and the economic cooperation experiences
in Latin America. Then he stopped at the reasons for the failure of develop-
ment in Arab countries, and the success achieved by Iran after the Islamic
Revolution, despite the war launched by Iraq and the sanctions imposed on

Iran by Western countries because of the nuclear file.

Moreover, he focused on “ the concept of progress “ adopted by Iran as an
alternative to the “concept of development,” and the most important Iranian
achievements in terms of technological progress, automotive industry and

the optimal recruitment of revenue Oil and Human Resources.

The author noted that the integration between the States of the region should
be done under basic headings: respect for the sovereignty of member States
and ensuring their territorial integrity, ensuring equality and justice in dis-

tributing the benefits of integration among member states, promoting com-
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American interests and its hegemony over Egypt since the era of President
Anwar Sadat has formed the base of American influence in the Middle East.
Therefore, Egypt’s exit from this hegemony through its rapprochement with
Russia will weaken American hegemony over The Middle East and mari-
time transport routes, especially in the Indian Ocean and will give impetus

to the blocs opposing American hegemony.

Open discussion

In the open discussion, some participants commented on Professor Moham-
mad Ali Mohtadi presentation about the Arab role in confronting Zionism
and imperialism. The participant noted that Islamic media often underesti-
mate the geopolitical weight of Egypt especially with regard to Syria, and this
should be taken into consideration when discussing Arab-Iranian relations.
Another participant said that he disagreed with Dr. Hilmi al-Sharaawi
on two points: First, those who follow the Arab nationalist trend con-
sider themselves a kind of brotherhood with Islamic civilization. Sec-
ond, there is a historical Islamic world that constitutes a fundamental cir-
cle of Arab and foreign policy circles and of national liberation powers.
One attendee called the countries and governments to be the basis for analy-
sis. And if Iran adopts the regime of clerical rule (velayat-e faqih) this is a
private matter and they do not impose this rule on other countries. So we

should emphasize on the threats that face the region.

Economic Integration and Cultural Exchange

The ninth session entitled “Economic Integration and Cultural Exchange”
was chaired by Ayatollah Sayyed Mohammad Qaemakami. The author
began his speech in presenting the Iranian Islamic Revolution’s approach in
terms of their rejection to the prevailing regional order and their attempt to
establish the Islamic order on the ruins of the collapsed regimes in the re-

gion. Then he called all those who support or criticize Iran to see Iran again
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for Syria that exposed a Western conspiracy aimed to destabilize the Syrian

government that supports the resistance against “Israel.”

Finally, the author stated that the crisis in Middle East is the result of shifts
in the global balance of power that will mark transformation of the interna-
tional order into a multi-polar order that will witness for the first time in two
hundred years the end of absolute Western domination of global capabilities.
Here, The West, led by United States fears the rise of a Eurasian force repre-
sented this time in China and Russia, which founded the Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organization (SCO) that Iran will soon have full membership in. This
organization will control the heart of Eurasia while having enormous eco-
nomic and human opportunities. So, the United States is trying to limit Eur-
asian potential by denying free access to its shipping routes. This explains
the US policies in East Asia, through their alliance with Japan, South Korea
and the countries bordering South China Sea against China, and explains
at the same time the Ukrainian crisis between Russia and the West and also
explain events in the Middle East which take the form of unbalanced wars

or groups of proxy wars classified as terrorist.

But the blocs that have emerged in the face of the United States and its
Western allies impose themselves on the political scene, from the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization of China and Russia to BRICS with Russia and
Iran, along with India, Brazil and South Africa. This issue takes place as the
economic center of gravity moves to the Indian Ocean for the first time since
the sixteenth century with the above-mentioned forces attempting to access
maritime transport routes away from American hegemony. This transition
accelerates gradually to the reduction of economic weight to Europe and
the United States. But the problem here remains in the 80% of American
dominance of these modes of transport through its control over the Mediter-
ranean and Middle East. What breaks this dominance here is Egypt’s pos-

sible ascent to acquire an independent role that will be at the expense of
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not be an Islamic national dialogue which emerged solely from the mantle
of political clerics and their godfathers in Afghanistan and Istanbul that do

not take into account the interests of the region’s peoples.

Dr. Jamal Wakim discussed the current crisis in light of international and
regional balances. He presented an extensive research about the most impor-
tant developments that took place in the region and the world after the end
of the First World War and the collapse of the Ottoman Empire that ruled

the region.

At the international level, the speaker presented what he called the rise of
China after the period under Western hegemony and its liberation by the
Chinese revolution led by Mao Zedong, to the economic achievements and
its efforts to consolidate this rise on the political level up until China’s es-
tablishment of the Group of Five with Russia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and
Tajikistan in 1996. This group was named the Shanghai Cooperation Orga-
nization in June 2001 after Uzbekistan was admitted. the main goal to this
of organization is maintain security and stability in Central Asia and fight

separatist movements emanating from them.

The second part of wakim’s study discussed Russia’s ascent after the Soviet
Union collapsed with an introduction highlighting the historical stages that
Russia experienced, until the present time and the threats that Moscow faces

from the United States and the West against its national security.

Then he presented the Turkish role after the Islamic Justice and Develop-
ment Party (AKP) came to power in 2002, the Turkish interventions in the
current events in the region and the relationship with the Israeli entity. In
The third part of the study the author dealt with the turn of events in Syria
starting with the Daraa protests to the international attitudes of US and Eu-
rope’s regional attitudes towards Saudi Arabia and turkey that support the

movements against the Syrian government. Then he came to Iran’s support
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the recently announced “expansion” process of the Camp David Accord by
Saudi Arabia and their “international” allies and the official entrance of the
Gulf to Camp David, here “we are faced with the real Middle East with its
old and modern order, in which Turkey plays its usual role and Egyptians

face new destinies as Iran and Palestinians stand in an unenviable position.

The speaker also discussed the concept of the national state in which lies the
concept of the country, and the Arab region and its organizations are built
upon. This concept really begins in countries such as Egypt, Syria, Iraq and
Algeria. Today, «most state formations are managed by foreign powers or as

we see it will be governed in the first place by the Israeli horizon.»

Shaarawi indicated that the religious concept cannot be a framework for
a regional power because the idea of a religious state as political Islam,
became linked to self-interests or expansion of Da’wah” especially when
Wahhabis killed every spirit of tolerance or dialogue. Da’wah in this matter
appears to be linked to establishment of violent movements in the name of
jihad, which has developed into terrorism despite claims of resistance from

their founders.

In dealing with possible alternatives to establish a regional order, the author
considered that Iran and Egypt represent a special axis of dialogue in these
circumstances in which external interventions appear to be the upper hand
in establishing regional formations. In this context, he hoped that Egyptians
would receive quiet messages concerning religious and civil discourse, be-
cause we cannot ignore or underestimate the Egyptian side in any dialogue
with the neighboring countries. Also, any building of any new regional
structure should take into account differentiating between Egypt and Iran’s
situations specifically their regional abilities. Any real political and social
dialogue, excluding expansionism or militarism, should be based on popular
power dialogue, which is now represented by social movements and patterns

of democratic organizations and educated groups, so this dialogue should



Summary 396

claims that Iran wants to extend its influence in the region under these prin-
ciples, pointing to Iran’s refusal in discussing any issue rather than their nu-
clear program with the West. Iran also considers Syria, Hezbollah, Palestine
and the resistance against the Zionist entity as their allies not “cards” used
for other purposes, in this case, Iran does not impose or dictate anything on

their allies nor do they believe in compromises, especially with the West.

After he indicated that the issue of resistance and Palestine is in the heart of
faith and in the core of principles and cannot be compromised, he said that if
Saudi Arabia or any Arab country wants to carry the banner of resistance and
support the Palestinian issue we will support them. After presenting the most
important global revolutions and events that took place in the region before
and after the Islamic Revolution, the author stopped at “Deterrence equa-
tion” or balance of terror that Hezbollah made with the Israeli entity, and
because this deterrent was prohibited, July war 2006 happened, so this war
was not planned to strike only Hezbollah but to change the whole region.
Today, there are two camps, first: the resistance camp including the Islamic
Republic of Iran, Syria, the Islamic resistance in Lebanon, the resistance in
Palestine, and the second camp that includes Arab Gulf states, namely Saudi
Arabia, Qatar and UAE, in addition to Jordan, Israel and Turkey against the

axis of resistance.

Dr. Hilmi Shaarawi said that the Arab region is still “unmanageable” at a
time when we are looking for regional power or real regional organizations,
but the so-called Middle East region is notorious among our peoples where

this region includes roles with an unfavorable history.

The reasons for this bad situation goes to the fragility of Arab regimes that
facilitate external breakthroughs which support self-destruction, and sup-
port patterns of terrorist powers that efficiently destroy by carefully refining

the maps of creative chaos. However, he expressed his deep concerns from
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is a part of the national liberation movement that began with Mossadegh in

Iran and Abdel Nasser in Egypt.

With regard to Hezbollah and the incitement campaign against this party
from some Arab regimes, the attendees agreed that this incitement is due
to the party’s resistance to the Zionist enemy and their stance toward Arab
regimes that support this enemy. The issue here is not in the resistance dis-
course but in the line taken by those regimes especially Saudi Arabia that
aims to incite against Hezbollah and claims that Hezbollah represents Shiites

and not Muslims in general.

The Horizon of the New Regional Order: Foundations and Principles

During the eighth session, entitled “the horizon of the new regional order,
foundations and principles,” Dr. Ziad Al-Hafiz, spoke as Secretary General
of the Arab National Conference. The speaker began his speech about re-
quirements of building a new regional order through bridges of confidence
between Arabs and Iranians, this price might not be sufficient due to the
mutual suspicions between the two parties. Dr. Hafiz said that the desired
regional order should be based on a norm of equality between Arabs, Irani-
ans and Turks, and on the basis of complementarity rather than competition.
These values were not sufficiently available today for all. He also considered
that there is a suspicion among Iranian brothers from pan -Arabism, but this
trend is not hostile to Iran, and the Arab nation is the strategic depth of Iran
and Turkey too. Therefore, from this point of view, we must seek to build a

regional order which fulfills hopes of this project.

Professor Mohammad Ali Mohtadi considered that the regional order is
influenced by national equations and a world order. As this global order fac-
es a fluid situation, so the regional order is practically absent. Concerning
Iran’s regional policy, Mohtadi said: “This policy is governed by principles

of freedom, independence, resistance and the palestinian issue. He denied
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standing of the threat so that the Palestinian issue and the liberation of Je-

rusalem will be a basic element in the dialogue between Iran and the Arabs.

Professor Iskandar Shaher Saad presented in his paper the development
of Iranian-Yemeni relations after the Islamic revolution and in the era of
the former Yemeni President Ali Nasser Mohammad (1980-1986), and The
development of these political and commercial relations between the two
countries. He noted that Iran was refining 3.5 million tons of crude oil to
Aden, while the refinery was about to stop and lay off workers of the largest

economic facility in southern Yemen.

The author believed that the geographical proximity can lead to differences
and tensions and wars (the first Gulf War between Iraq and Iran, and the in-
vasion of Kuwait in 1990). This neighborhood may also be a basic structure
for political, cultural and civilized dialogue among countries of the region,
based on common interests away from the disparities between countries,

whether at the level of religion, language, race or cultural background.

Open discussion
The audience interventions in the open debate focused on some Iranian lec-
turers whose emphasis on the ideological side and on the so-called ideal
way of understanding international relations. The Iranians also regret that
many Arab countries have underestimated Iranian sacrifices for the Arab and
Palestinian issue. Some interventions noted that Saudi Arabia adopted an
aggressive attitude against Iran that could be described as a hostile attitude;
however, we hope that Iran takes a positive initiative in this regard. Another
participant considered that the bet on the Muslim Brotherhood was wrong
because their history testified that they were the tools of confrontation with
Arab liberation movements. He asked Iran to adopt a definite attitude in their

political discourse before the Arab people, so this attitude assures that Iran
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niques and optical techniques such as thermal cameras, laser techniques for

satellite leaders and hidden aircrafts used for espionage.

Finally, the paper concludes with the following observation: “Late indus-
trialization was the only means for Iran to confront external aggression and
prevent the great powers from destroying Iran. so, Arabs without Late indus-
trialization will not be able to confront the destruction of their countries and
societies, address the criminality of external powers that target them, and get
rid of backwardness. Arabs should be the initiators to develop Arab-Iranian

cooperation and partnership projects in the late industrial field.

Dr. Ahmad Zaraan presented the region’s problems as terrorism, extrem-
ism, Western intervention and occupation of Islamic countries directly or in-
directly by imposing wills and orders on countries and governments from ar-
rogant regimes, especially the Zionist regime. These problems are common
between Iranians and Arabs, but pose a greater threat on the Arab world.
In this time Iran pays dearly due to its resistance to American policies and
also for their support to Arab issues, foremost of which is the Palestinian
cause. The author wondered about the problems that faced Iran after their
confrontation with the Zionists and the arrogance and order hegemoic. Then
he noted that there are two axes: first: the axis of resistance which includes
all those who believe that American and Zionist plans should be confronted.
Second: the axis of compromise that tries to find strategic alliances with
America and normalize relations with the Zionists. He also said that Iran is
supporting the regime in Syria because Syria is the only country that con-
fronts American and Israeli plans and therefore Syria had got their share of

extremist and terrorist attacks.

Then he wondered if Syria had joined the axis of settlement would we have
witnessed this war in Syria? Finally he said: we see «Today colonialism in
a new face seeking to spread discrimination and rivalry among all Muslim

people. We expect from our brothers to join us in reaching a common under-
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to describe their approach to “sustainable development” are deceptive to
developing countries and prevent them from thinking about a serious alter-
native in this regard. In this context, the speaker pointed to the failure of the
Euro-Mediterranean Partnership project which included the principles that
the neoliberal development strategy contained, including: abandonment of
protective tools that were adopted by developing countries, opening their
markets to import, state abandonment of development spending and privati-

zation of state-owned productive enterprises.

In a call to free the region of the Western model of development, Dr. Dagher
stopped on the possibility of transferring the successful Iranian experience
in the field of “late industrialization” which became international ranking
11™ and fourth among the developing countries in production and exporting
cars. This experiment involves three stages: “the Traditional Cloning, “the
tradition that contained innovation” and “original innovation. The achieve-
ments in the automotive sector in Iran belong to the first and second stages
of dynamic technology. Thousands of engineers in Iranian research institu-
tions have been developing new models for cars that are manufactured in a
creative and innovation way. and for a quarter of a century, Iran has engaged
in a race to develop new technologies and achieve “original creativity” in
some new technologies such as biotechnology and nuclear technology, and

in areas of military use such as laser techniques.

On the practical proposals for cooperation and partnership between Iran and
Arabs, the author called for cooperation in scientific research and estab-
lishing Iranian and Arab teams of researchers designated by the two par-
ties to achieve innovations in specific fields. Also, in the field of producing
spare parts for civilian vehicles, it is possible to establish Arab spare parts
companies which could benefit from the Iranian experience in the field of
“localization technology.”. Also, we could benefit from Iran’s experience in

developing imported weapons and other cloning, developing of radar tech-
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seeks to renew the rhetorical capacity of Islam to produce and transform
it into true models of life in all spheres, and this is the best way to combat
arrogance and the great powers of the world and at the same time to revive
the rights of Muslims and the oppressed people in the world. Also, Imam
Khomeini’s emphasis on his global appeals of Islam in the ceremony of Hajj
-Shiites and Sunnis to unify their word and asked them to form one front to

resist arrogance and defend the resistance movements.

Dr.Albert Dagher discussed the issue of cooperation and partnership be-
tween Arabs and Iran as part of the “late industrialization,” which is mainly
based on manufacturing of machinery, based on the experience of Asian
countries of “technological learning,” i.e. buying of machines from interna-
tional markets and identifying their specifications through dismantling these
machines and then re-installing them with local and new specifications if
possible. The Failure to manufacture machines is a failure for development
as a whole. The first point that the researcher tackled was about the forms
of cooperation and partnership that Arabs adopted with the outside world
in order to achieve “late industrialization . The second point is about the
possibilities for fruitful cooperation and partnership between the Arab and
Iranian sides in terms of “late industrialization ““. The third point dealt with
practical proposals in the field of cooperation and partnership between Iran

and the Arabs in the field of “late industrialization™.

On the failure of cooperation and partnership between Arabs and the West
the author noticed that the west is exporting to Arabs destructive econom-
ic policies led to the absence of “late industrialization.” as a result of the
dominance of neoliberal approach to economic development, known as the
Washington Consensus, this discourse and these recommendations domi-
nate Arab scientific elites. In this case, the US administration has devel-
oped an economic policy for developing countries entitled “Going Abroad.”

However, all the formulas that the international institutions have adopted
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the language of Arabs, but it also ascended to become the language of the
Koran, the meaning of transcendence and improvement here is the sense
and not the word or image. Therefore, the Arabic language which is the lan-
guage of the Koran was the most powerful compared to the Persian language
among the other languages. so, The Persian language had grown alongside
the Arabic language and we cannot compare the current Persian language
with middle Persian language in the Sassanid period. Meanwhile, Iranian
writers have worked hard to organize Arabic grammar so that they can use
grammar to understand the verses of the Koran. He added that those who
limit the semantic language of the Koran with the Arabic pronunciation and
set off the national and linguistic differences between Iran and the Arab
world are strangers to the truth of Quranic language, because they raised the

dust before their eyes by inventing baseless sects of Wahhabism.

Finally, He concluded that scientific and cultural speeches exceeded the
political issues of peoples; therefore, at some point in history the political
differences of the rulers cannot lead to cutting and tearing the permanent and

strong scientific and cultural discourse.

4 - The Islamic Irfan Field of discourse which, stems from religion this dis-
course, was inspired by the teachings of the Koran and the knowledge of
”Ahl al-Bayt” (family of the Prophet) and the first friends of Prophet Mo-

hammad.

The establishment and stability of the Islamic Republic of Iran has provid-
ed an opportunity for a comprehensive discourse that combines these dis-
courses, including historical, scientific and cultural discourse, added to them
language and thought. Imam Khomeini demanded to export the values of
these discourses to the whole world as he said: “Today our revolution has
spread everywhere in the name of Islam, the oppressed people look forward
to Islam, and Islam should be presented in its good image to the world.”

So, Imam Khomeini by correcting the concept of exporting the revolution
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horizons of cooperation and integration between countries and their peoples
and reinforce mechanisms of mutual understanding that sometimes claim to
weaken relations and ties between the wings of this nation, Arab world and
other Islamic countries, especially Iran which has witnessed over the past

decades a comprehensive political, scientific and development renaissance.

Dr. Ismail Mansour Larijani’s paper discussed the areas of discourse be-
tween Iran and Arab world. He considered that the first rhetorical structure
was Arab nationalism that emphasized race despite Islamic guidance pre-
cepts, and Iran’s second national rhetoric, whose owners still drum the dif-
ferences between Iran and Arabs and see Arabs’ attack on Iran as the great-
est disaster in history. The third rhetorical structure is directed towards the
post-Islamic religious mysticism that appears after Islam and also directed
towards the local potentials and scientific and cultural characteristics of Iran,
which identify with the Qur’anic appeal. This structure in which the writer

focused on through an extensive research dealt with the following areas:

1- The historical field of discourse with the emergence of Islam.As Islam is
a religion sent to the whole world, so with the school of bright Islam, splen-
dor of colors, nationalities and races fade. In this regard, the writer said that
Iranians converted to Islam through Yemen; where they were exist after Saif
bin zi Yazen asked for help from King Anu sharwan to remove the Ethiopian
forces from Yemen. At that time Yemen and their Iranian rulers provided the
first civil race between Iran and the Arab world, and by overcoming nation-
alist sentiments Iranians have provided the grounds for Islam to spread and

progress throughout the country.

2. The Scientific and philosophical field of discourse, Which is the most
beautiful and deep discourse between Iran and the Islamic world, and in this

area the author quoted many statements of Iranian poets and philosophers

3 - The linguistic field of discourse, since the Arabic language is no longer
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Western army to occupy an Islamic state and settle and they will help these
countries as much as possible, finally the author said: “Iran paid many ex-
penses to help the Arab world, we always paid the price and if the Islamic
Revolution had signed an agreement with the enemies against Palestine, we

would not be facing any problem.”

Open discussion

Interventions in the open discussion focused on the need to consider the
causes of terrorism and extremist groups. Some called for a conference to
study extremism and how to confront it. There was a consensus that the
United States and its Western and regional allies were the ones who fueled
terrorism by several means including maintaining lagging and corruption

prevalent in the world.

One of the Attendees criticized calling for an Islamic project, saying that
this is problematic in relations between Iran and Arabs, and that issue needs
more discussion because it concerns the essence of the Arab man. He saw
that there was a contradiction between rationality and faith that Dr. Abed
al- Hussein Khosrobnah had spoken about. Dr. Khosrobnah considered there
is no contradiction between rationality and faith. Then he asked: Why was
rationalism compatible with liberalism and Zionism and was not compatible
with faith?

Finally, Khosrobnah concluded that both Zionism and Takfiri forces are en-

emies of the Ummah and they are from one origin as they cause damage to

the Islamic world.

Mutual Visions: What do we want from the other partner?

The seventh session, entitled “Mutual visions, what do we want from the
other partner?” began with a lecture for Dr. Mohammad Mahdi Shari-

atmadar who expressed his hope to form a common line of thought for the

comprehensive issues that should settle the conflicts in the region, to draw



405 Summary

opment of Arab-Iranian relations require closing the doors where the wind
comes. Therefore, turkey should be part of the solution and we should make
an agreement with them. Here Saudi Arabia is characterized by its ability to

succeed where others failed.

On the relations between Arab and Iran, Dr. Hussein Rahim Bour Azgha-
di criticized dealing with the issue from a national point of view saying
it should be addressed from an Islamic point of view as recommended by
Imam Khomeini who did not say that we should fight the French people,
British and the Americans, then we come and take their place. After the
presentation of what the writer sees as reasons for Arabs’ dictatorships and
backwardness, and what the Westerners also say about Arabs plagued by
lagging and dictatorship and what Western media and Zionism are broad-
casting in this context, the author said that Arabs have tried many forms of
government, political beliefs, coups and revolutions, they get nothing, fur-
thermore, they turn towards inflaming Arab nationalism instead of saying:

“The Islamic nation.”

Then he gave two explanations for returning to Islam. The first is returning
to moral values, justice and unification, the second is returning to Prophet

Mohammad.

The second explanation is evidence of alienation and regressive. In this
context, only one language remains, takfirism and extremism. “This second
reading was better sponsored by Wahhabi ideology and best supported by

oil dollars.”

He noted that the West is always talking about Islamic terrorism and has
never confronted Wahhabi terrorism and does not want to offer any other
explanation about Islam. As for the regimes that were close to falling, they
sabotaged the Arab region in cooperation with America and Zionism; these

acts could not be done by Western armies. Also, Iran will not allow any
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an “Arab autumn” after it was a “spring” by agreement ... And how America
managed to turn its defeats into victories, or it is that we are prone to colo-
nialism”.

In his response to the claim that Saudi Arabia has been defeated in the region
with its Saudi-led axis in the region against the Iranian-led axis, Al-Saleh
said, in the absence of the five major Arab states (Algeria and Morocco vic-
tims of dual containment- Egypt in its internal division into a failed state
- Syria and Iraq and their Civil wars) Saudi Arabia in this case became num-
ber one in the Arab region and even among Islamic states, this gave Saudis
the right to decide. Today, Saudi Arabia has reached a position had never
been in before, by “taking advantage of the high degree of National and re-
ligious- bilateral fatality, even though they are one of the parties that is most
blatantly part of these conflicts, and it is the only remaining party to reach
an understanding on behalf of Arabs.” However, if Saudi Arabia agrees with
the understandings that are taking place in the region, then the forces that
are causing chaos in the region will lead their people and countries to pay a
high price.

Then he said that the forces which are fighting on the ground are a reflec-
tion of international and regional conflicts, and America from its position
as a director or maestro of conflicts in the world has a degree of respect on
conflicting powers. This degree allows USA to control many of these forces
to facilitate their mission not only with power but from the force of impo-
sition and terrorism they possess in the face of the conflicting powers. He
believed that many of the region’s powers are looking forward to partnership
with the effective international forces, and the chaos and violence prevailing
in the region today is the result of these aspirations. In this case, instead of
understanding between the countries of the region, that is the cause of direct
repercussions, these countries turn to the international powers that reduce

and weaken them by prolonging conflicts. Finally, He concluded that devel-
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cres committing and Muslims’ atonement to each other, all these issues are
the result of ignorance of religious teachings and knowledge. Finally, he
suggested two solutions, one of which is short-term dialogue between elites,
and the second is the medium-term effort to stop wars within Muslim coun-
tries. It is also necessary here to confront one of the problems in the Islamic
world, which is the jurisprudential system that should have objective provi-
sions of Sunnis, Shiites, Iranian and Arab elites to remove the reservations
in the governmental cooperation in the scientific track and strengthening

relationships based on faith.

Sheikh Ibrahim Al-Saleh’s paper focused on the need to be aware in Ar-
ab-Iranian relations of the “fatal bilateral ties” based on “Arab-Sunni” and
“Persian-Shiite.” This dualism was put forward by the enemies of the Iranian
revolution at the beginning of the Iran-Iraq War, although the reality of the
conflict was not so. As The Iraqi army was composed mostly of Shiites who
also formed the base of the Baath Party. Nevertheless, Imam Khomeini’s
call for Islamic unity contributed relatively in the failure of this plan till the
victory achieved by the Islamic resistance in Lebanon in 2000 and 2006, this

victory raised a counter-problem.

After the outbreak of 2011-2012 events in the region, or what was termed
in the media as “the Arab Spring,” the region witnessed a return to the pe-
riod preceding the call for Islamic unity and resurgence of bilateralism that
Imam Khomeini rebelled against and tried to dismantle. And after Iran was
so close to the heart of the Arab world through their role in the conflict with
the Zionist enemy, they moved away again after being engulfed in internal
Arab conflicts. This issue prompted Iranian adversaries to price the conflict
and evoke deep hostility into history so this conflict became the engine of

regional conflicts.

Then he wondered: How did toppling of Arab regimes after the victory of

the resistance and the defeat of America and Israel in July 2006 turned into
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(of Jihad, for example). The second example is, spreading the rumor that
“Israel” is a country threatened by Islam and Arabs in order to gain support-
ers and sympathizers in the West, acquire weapons and justify production
of nuclear weapons .The third example is the “Arab Spring revolutions,”
which are one of the clearest examples of the attempt to fill the vacuum re-
sulting from the weakness of Arab countries’ legitimacy that led to popular
anger reaching suicide and manslaughter, and raising many slogans to fill
the vacuum such as freedom, justice, dignity, etc. The fourth example is
Yemen, where weakness of political life shows incapability in containing
popular forces, that are raising the spirit of resistance and the weakness
of the military and security institution. Finally, the paper included diagrams

for projects and proposed strategies.

Dr. Abed al- Hussein Khasrobnah returned to the subject of cooperation
between Arabs and Iran, pointing that the intended goal is to cooperate in or-
der to solve regional problems and achieve the Islamic civilization’s objec-
tives in development and growth. He believed that there could be one nation
with different governments, people and nations. Also, he criticized some
Islamic countries that deal with European and American countries and even
with Zionism believing that they achieve development and urbanization, this
claim is nothing but a pipe dream because the aim of global arrogance is

colonialism and theft of wealth.

And on what the West calls “the illusion of Iranophobia or Shiites Phobia,”
the author said that this issue was the result of hostility towards Zionism
that is broadcasted by Western media claiming that Iran is the enemy and
this leads to abandoning the resistance, the Palestinian issue and fighting
between Muslims. He stressed that Iran’s project in addition to being based
on the defense of oppressed people- is also built on cooperation and dealing
with Arab countries -in order to achieve the Islamic civilization that faces

obstacles, most notably sectarian distinction, political division, the massa-



409 Summary

worlds to gain power and progress due to backwardness .The Zionist impe-
rialist movement had succeeded in employing violence in the Arab region,
they employed some rulers and princes and organizations to confirm this, as
some Arab rulers have considered the resistance terrorism , though even the
whole world looks to the Palestinian resistance and Hezbollah and the Arab
liberation movement in general as terrorist, suspicious, or potential violence

movements .

Based on the Egyptian experience that has so far eluded terrorism, Helbawi
said I proposed two projects that “could contribute to deciphering most vio-
lence in the Arab and Muslim world: the issue of terrorism, and the alien-
ation of enemies from outside thinking that they are friends or being igno-
rant of their enemies. He called also for adopting a new strategy with interest
in three things: first, study the old experiences and assimilate and criticize
it without embarrassment or intolerance to overcome their negative aspects.
Second: analyse carefully the current Arab and Islamic reality on putting the
hand on reality, including strong and weak points. Third: the future requires

further approaches in method thinking and implementation.

Then the writer suggested two projects. First: confronting violence, second:
confronting the atonement and decay project. He considered that Egypt and
Lebanon are the best environments for implementation of these two proj-
ects, Egypt in its strategy and with their great scientific potential and good
media that is sometimes deviant, and Lebanon with pluralism and open-
ness to all. He explained that the new strategy is evident by studying many
models of employment of violence or by using it to fill the vacuum. Then he

introduced three models.

The first one is the violent attacks of September 11 2001 and the claims that
Islam is the new enemy of the West after the defeat of communism. Provid-
ing of justification for occupation (Afghanistan, Iraq, US and Western bases

in the Gulf, and the quest to change some concepts in educational curricula
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Arab and Persians have no relations with Shiism historically, and the people
of Iran followed Shafi’i or Hanafi Sunni sect until Safavids victory that were
initially on the Shafi’i sect then they converted to Shiite religion and all Iran

converted to Shiism.

Open discussion and interventions

The open discussion that followed focused on a wide range of ideas and pro-
posals: first: working to produce a new joint project between Arabs and Iran
based on managing diversity and on a real understanding of Islam. Second:
the necessity of gathering a broader conference between Arabs, Turks and
Persians to deal with convergence and cooperation. Third: resistance which
has achieved victories over the Zionist enemy should have a project for the
region; this project should have its own national civil-economic character. In
this context, there is a need for deep dialogue that leads to unity in the face
of hostile blocs. Finally, there was a broad consensus for dialogue between

Shiites and Sunnis, and the ball here is in religious scholars’ field.
Extremist Groups: Employing Violence or Filling the Vacuum

Dr. Abdallah Abo-Habib opened the sixth session with a very brief state-
ment by US President Barak Obama when he went to Africa or Latin
America.” All people ask him how America can improve people’s situation,
advance the world or follow the civilization, but when he comes to the Mid-
dle East, every leader asks how he can raise a dispute then asks for help to
prevail over the other.” Dr. Bou Habib commented: Let’s put responsibility

on ourselves, not to say they allow us or not.

The sixth session began with Dr. Kamal Helbawi’s paper that focused on
the Zionist movement and its imperial expansion projects and Arab frag-
mentation. This movement seeks to employ everything that serves its pur-

pose and benefits in its expansion from the vacuum in the Arab and Islamic
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Therefore, any political project that is not progressive and does not have the
engine to advance in societies is a project that defends what it inherited, and
will not win against any other project on earth. The other item in this project
is the commitment to the principles of pluralism and unity. Finally, the au-
thor said: “in the framework of this ascent, respect for pluralism, its proper
management and focus on providing the economic power that protects any
project, the United States will not be able to separate us. The main impetus
in this project is to arrange our priorities, and the basic challenge that brings
together all these points is the liberation of Palestine through the axis of

resistance.

Islamic unity on the basis of the trio, Arabs - Iran-Turkey was the project
advocated by Dr. Maan Ali Jarba. He saw that The Islamic world is like a
bird with a heart and wings, the main region is the heart of the Arab-Islamic
Middle East, the right wing is represented by Islamic countries of Asia, and
the left wing is represented in the Arab Maghreb. The triangle, composed of
Arabs, Persians and Turks constitutes at present a true nucleus of an Islamic
force the world will fear, while achieving at the same time an ethnic and reli-
gious balance. Also, in dealing with Arab-Iranian relations, he saw that unity
can only be achieved through efforts from the top of the pyramid to the bot-
tom, and this requires higher political decision, In contrast, the institutions,
civil societies, intellectuals and scientists should prepare the fertile ground
for this unity by screening history and purifying of impurities and allowing

the mind to rule.

For example, the established ideas in the Sunni street mentality that Per-
sians or Iranians are enemies of Sunnis throughout history, knowing that the
majority of scholars and heads of Sunni schools were historically Persians,
and Iran became Shiite only in the late days of Safavid state. There is also a
common idea that Iranians invented Shiism theory in order to destroy Islam

and divide its unity. While the historical facts say that Shiism was originally
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In this context, the author believes that Kurds, Arabs, Persians and Turks are
the four nationalities of the Islamic nation, and the interest of the Kurds here
is not to demand an independent state, and this was the attitude of the Kurd-
ish leader Sheikh Said, who considered “that Kurds’ good luck is not to have
a state, as through their distribution and relations with their brethren from
other peoples they can reunite the nation again”. After al-Khalisi presented
the policy against American hegemony and anti-Israeli entity, he believed
that if Arabs and Iran could reach a unified word they could be influential in

the world and solve the Palestine issue.

Mr. Anis Al-Nakkash returned to the subject of identities and the argument
that Arabs are people and Iran is a state to conclude that the diseases the
region suffers today revolve around the identity struggle, and identity has

historically been nervous or destructive.

He noted that political projects were being given for religious, sectarian and
factional identities. In the Orient they want the main instigator of fighting to
be sectarian conflict, while In Morocco, where there is no Sunni-Shiite sec-
tarian conflict, the fighting has turned into a regional inter-regional conflict

or secular-Islamic conflict, all of which take the name of identity.

Then he believed that the human in any geographical location and in any
religion or sect or nationality is a component in which combines a set of

identities.

He considered also that the priority issue of freedoms and political elections
put the cart before the horse, as the strength and ability of countries where
security is good not of freedoms, elections or multiparty, but because their
peoples are satisfied with their collective security, political stability, eco-
nomic comfort and well-fare. He also said that the project which we should
search for “is the ascent project,” that we have lost in our heritage and reli-

gious thought.
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most important model nowadays is the Islamic resistance in Lebanon and the
resistance factions in Gaza and the West Bank. And on this axis, wars were
launched and fires were ignited and burned countries that had been emp-
tied of their national components and prevented Political participation. The
writer ended his paper by asking: Which province has the region become?
Is it a region reconciled with its major issues or a region whose parties are
moved religiously and ideologically? There is difficulty in understanding
the post-war features of which appears clearly is that powerful Iran is now a
reality, and Arabs are a mirage of a state, so, with whom will the relationship

emerge in the future?

Sheikh Jawad Al-Khalisi presented in his paper the phases of the presence
of a large political entity in the past, the Ottoman Empire, and the Iranian
state of Qajaria. After the First World War these two countries were disman-
tled in order to complete the pre-war steps when Afghanistan and Azerbaijan
separated from Iran, and Balkans, Bulgaria and other parts separated from
the Ottoman Empire. The Gulf emirates and some Arab countries allied with
the British plan to dismantle Muslim countries and share in the Turkish state

company, which was called the sick man.

Then Al-Khalisi noted that the emerging national entities after the first war
are now facing the risk of disintegration and division, he felt that two things
were needed to prevent the new scheme: first: not to allow the disintegration
of these territories by any argument, either national rights, nor the injustices
of totalitarian regimes. Second, participation of all citizens in the political
administration in light of the growing sense of oppression and marginaliza-
tion, whether it is real or by deliberate escalation to provoke the people
against each other, which give many opportunists the opportunity to push
their compatriots to the wrong attitudes and demand a division based on

external forces.
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Egypt, Iran, Turkey and Saudi Arabia. Their roles must be integrated, it may
be appropriate here to establish a common economic zone to share the ben-
efits of all the peoples of the region. The requirements for effectiveness of
this regional order, is to exclude foreign intervention from the major global
powers, especially the United States. The author concluded that “from an
idealistic - political - ideological and moral angle, the need to build a civi-

lized area without Zionism is necessarily assured.

The National State, Unity of Entities and Management of Political

Participation

Mr. Nasri Al-Sayegh opened the fifth session with a speech expressing his
belief that talking about the state is already too early, while the region is wit-
nessing devastating wars still in their early stages and where two nihilistic
ideas dominate the current situation: nihilistic of victory and nihilistic of
solutions. He called on everyone not to indulge in optimistic expectations
because the region is still preoccupied with civil wars that have called on
regional countries and international forums to be partners in rewarding wars
with their regional and international bets and destruction to pre-war state,
post-Sykes-Picot. These states were bearing the seeds of their explosion
within them after the regimes raped these countries and emptied them from
thought, criticism, popular authorities and accountability, and neglected the
human as a value and policy and relied on security which hides the problems

instead of solving them.

In such situations, freedom is considered a danger, parties are curse, democ-
racy is heresy and participation is a concession. Thus, foreign interference
breaks up and the windows of looking to external forces are opened. Only
the axis of resistance, which saved the nation from the continuous loss and

restored the right to Palestine and established power models, remained. The
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- the revolution) found before it a reality surrounded by three branches:
- A coalition system from the United States and the Gulf Coopera-
tion Council countries, especially in the shadow of the three Gulf wars.
-A political vacuum left behind the Russian intervention in Afghanistan
and the subsequent collapse of the Soviet system, then the Afghan-Pakistani

chaos and the direct American war to overthrow the Taliban regime.

- the subsequent American occupation of Iraq then withdrawal from this
country. After that came the general vacuum that extended across Arab Gulf
region during the last two decades which paved the way for the emergence
of two forces from outside Arab region which are Turkey and “Israel.” In
this case, the Islamic Republic should show their international revolutionary
face and the demographic space available to them within the complex com-
binations of the people in the Gulf Coast, the Arabian Peninsula, Syria and
Lebanon, and before that in Iraq which suffered from vacancy in place and

status after its three wars, especially after the US invasion in spring 2003.

And with regard to Egypt and their relations with Saudi Arabia and their
attitude from Iran, the author said “ Egypt is aware that Iran had a heavy-
weight, so it is logical to restore diplomatic relations at least, but they take
into account the countries that should be taken into account, for both finan-
cial and strategic reasons, and Egypt is restrained by iron through the “peace
treaty” with the Zionist entity.” Perhaps without the security coordination,
Egypt could not have been able to fight the remnants of the “Brotherhood
alliance’s support for legitimacy” in the Sinai Peninsula, and combating ex-
tremist armed groups under the banner of the “Sinai State” alleged ISIS

Daesh and their branches of the “Agnad Egypt” and others.

Finally, the author proceeds to say that when Egypt is able to rise from its
temporary stalemate in front of international, regional and Arab parties:
America, Turkey, Israel, Iran and Saudi Arabia, therefore Egypt should form

an effective belt of four regional states in the central Islamic Arab region -:
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attitude from these two revolutions, and the differences in attitude between

Saudi Arabia and United States.

In response to the claim that the internal differences in Iran are the obstacle
to dialogue with others, Mir Yousfi stressed that officials at the level of lead-
ership, the presidency and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs extend a hand
to cooperate with neighbors and that is one of the top priorities of Iranian
foreign policy, which is characterized as the most stable policy in the re-
gion. Concerning the claim that Iran is an enemy of Saudi Arabia, this claim
is baseless and Iran does not seek to abolish Saudi Arabia from regional
equations, but on the contrary, Iran had always sought to exercise maximum
restraint despite many provocative Saudi moves, but at the same time Iran

does not accept it being abolished from regional equations.

Finally, the writer concluded four possible scenarios between Iran and Saudi
Arabia:

1 - Outbreak of war between Iran and Saudi Arabia: This is unlikely because

the two countries are aware of the consequences of such a war and its results.

2 — Returning of relations before 2011 or 2006, this issue has no great chance

due to the changes in the region during the past five years.

3. Continuation of the current cold war, which is currently the most preva-

lent.

4. Transition into a situation of cold peace. This is the most suitable possibil-
ity for both parties that they accept each other’s role and their participation
in regional equations, the starting point of such a track is the creation of a
regional dialogue forum that Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Jawad

Zarif has proposed several times.

Dr. Mohammad Abed Al-Shafie Issa paper dealt with the most promi-
nent features of Iran as a state, and as an Islamic revolution that has its

regional and international known trends .Issa considered that Iran (the state
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Finally, the author ended his paper with an inventory of the challenges and
opportunities that face Arab-Iranian relations. The most important chal-
lenges are: Promoting positive points and overcoming negatives in relations
between Iran and Arab regimes , benefiting from Iranian nuclear energy
for peaceful purposes making it accessible to Arabs, and in order to trans-
form the challenges into opportunities, parties of the Arab-Iranian relations
should dispel the fears of each other, by not interfering in internal affairs,
refraining from launching wars and supporting them, and forming basic pil-
lars for building strong brotherly relations that limit foreign intervention and

destabilize its role in the region’s security and stability .

Dr. Ali Reza Mir Yousifi said that the participants and similarities do not
necessarily lead to more cooperation and interdependence between coun-
tries in the Middle East. Also, differences and variations did not prevent
cooperation between EU countries, and they do not constitute a fundamental
obstacle to cooperation between Iran and Arab countries, but the barrier goes
to the image made by both parties around each other in the media battle in
which the Arab media has succeeded in promoting some of the most false
beliefs near to myth against Iran. They have presented Iran as the leader of
Shiites who represent them in exchange for Saudi Arabia as the leader of the
Sunnis, or somehow claim here that the difference of opinion within Iran is
preventing the rapprochement with Arabs, or also that Iran has an enmity
towards Saudi Arabia and they are fighting a proxy war against them. Here,
the Western media is supporting this Arab media by presenting an incorrect
image of Iran, as this image forms the main obstacle to rapprochement be-

tween the two sides.

Then the author presented the most important stages of the Iranian-Arab re-
lations since the victory of the Islamic Revolution in 1979 going to the Arab
peace initiative in 2002, till the outbreak of events in some Arab countries in

2011, starting with Tunisia and Egypt, ending with the American and Saudi
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its projects and pass its plans .

Then the writer presented the war that the former Iraqi regime waged against
Iran, which caused a severance of relations and was intended to create a di-
viding line between Arabs and Iranians and an alternative to the Arab-Israeli
conflict in an Arab-Persian conflict. Syrian President Hafez Al-Assad had
alerted to this issue by supporting the Iranian Islamic Revolution as he saw
that this revolution is a shining point in the region, and it was a strong stab in
the heart of imperialist politics by raising slogans that support Arabs against
the Israeli enemy. However, the Iranian attitude did not prevent the continu-
ation of the crisis in Arab-Iranian relations, especially with Saudi Arabia and
Gulf States. Relations did not begin to improve until Saddam’s invasion of
Kuwait, when the regimes that supported Saddam in his war began to retreat
and apologize for their attitudes and statements against Iran. Thereafter, atti-
tudes of these Arab countries from Iran changed again during the long crisis
between Iran and the West on the Iranian nuclear file, where many of the
Arab regimes primarily Saudi Arabia supported Western attitudes and could
not assimilate the lessons of the past, especially those drawn from the Iraq —
Iran war and see the importance of Arab cooperation and uniting their efforts
in conducting Arab-Iranian dialogue that will be established to correct their

relations and rid them of impurities.

After the agreement between Iran and the West on the Iranian nuclear is-
sue, attitudes of these countries intensified against Iran instead of benefiting
from the method of negotiation that led to the nuclear agreement to begin
Arab-Iranian dialogue that ends the crisis in the relations between the two
sides and benefit from the additional power of Iran to build a power in the
face of the Zionist enemy. These relations, especially with countries that do
not have friendly relations with Iran escalated and acquired sectarian dimen-
sions in response to the plan calling for continued support and strengthening

the Zionist entity.
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Arab societies in order to protect them from colonial influence. As for Arab
states they consist of regimes, most of which are contrary authorities to their
people’s will and do not hold Arabism and its project. Also, he called for not
overlooking the responsibility and role of each Arab order, their policies and
priorities and how they have dealt with the victory of the Islamic Republic
of Iran and hostility towards this regime, in particular the opposition of some
of these orders to the Iranian policy constants in terms of conflict with the
Zionist entity: supporting the resistance, rejecting American hegemony and
building the country’s own capacity and independence of decision in the

Arab and Islamic worlds.

Minister Fneish noted that terrorist groups are eluding in one form or an-
other from the control of their supporters and they threaten the countries
of the region and the security of all humanity. Also, he called for stopping
the bleeding, wasting of energies and dropping attempts to stir strife and
use sectarian and ethnic diversity to spread hatred and fragment our soci-
ety’s unity. Finally, he concluded that all this imposes a return to rationality
searching for the common economic, cultural and political interests, stop-
ping incitement and finding possible and realistic solutions that serve the

interests of all.

Dr. Mousa Al Ghurair’s paper included a detailed methodological presen-
tation of the development of Arab-Iranian relations after the Islamic revolu-
tion. He believes the objectives of the revolution’s foreign policy to remove
the impurities that feed the contradiction between Iran and the Arab-Islamic
partners were not achieved despite: closing the Israeli embassy in Tehran
and turning it into an embassy for the State of Palestine, cessation of the flow
of Iranian oil to the Zionist entity, Iran’s departure from anti-Arab alliances
and movement into forces supportive of Arab issues and emphasizing that
the problems and security of the region are the responsibility of their leaders

and the outside factor should not be allowed to intervene in order to impose
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and its purpose is to influence the other. Then he stopped at the faces of Sim-
ilarity in escalation between the speeches of the two countries which are four
elements: the first element in the ideological dimension and the second is the
system of government. In other words, each of the two countries considers
that it has religious legitimacy and has central position to deal with the envi-
ronment beyond borders. The third element is oil; as Iran and Saudi Arabia
are among the largest oil exporters in the region. The fourth element is the
issue of security; both countries considered their security to be threatened by
the policies of the other state. He noted that the Iranian official discourse is
superior to Arab discourse, while Saudi discourse specifically, outperforms
the Iranian media discourse, meaning that the speech of the Leader of the
Revolution and Iranian leadership is more capable of influencing Saudi Ara-

bia official discourse and other Arab countries.

Therefore, discourse here is not a result of the crisis, but rather a reason for
it, because the relations are inevitable between the two sides, we find that
speech is inevitable as well. In many cases this inevitable discourse is the
one that leads to more tension between the two sides. Also, this discourse is
futile because each side addresses its audience without giving a clear con-
viction of the other’s audience, and this discourse increases the congestion
of the supporter’s public resentment and hostility towards the other public.

Here, the discourse is no longer a matter of change and reporting.

Issues of Contrast and Discussion

The fourth session was chaired by Minister Mohammad Fneish, who be-
gan the session with a speech on the title, “Issues of Contradiction and De-
bate,” in which he stressed on the need to differentiate between the total
Arab countries and the concept of Arabism. Arabism is a concept that in-
volves a single culture and civilization and also on aspirations and hopes that

have a project its priorities are: liberation of Palestine, unity and freedom of
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“If we lose this compass, we will discover that we are in a quagmire called
Sunni and Shiite conflict. They regain some events from the past and build
on them strategic scenarios in order to ignite the region with strife, which is
helped by corrupt regimes, and we still continue building our legitimacy in

most of our countries on myths and family concerns.

Finally, Iskender noted that Iran is a state with a natural role in the region
and they have not changed at all except that the revolutionary government
in Iran was more connected to Arabs and adopted the main cause which was
abandoned by all other nations, namely the issue of Palestine. This issue was
a correct entry for Arab-Iranian co-existence, and there are other entrances
of which we recognize that Arab people are the basis not the regimes, there-
fore, that is the narrative we should adhere to in order to confront strife in
this region.

Dr. Habib Fayyad presented a theoretical approach to the subject of dis-
course and narrative based on a conclusion that there is “Similarity in Esca-
lation at the level of discourse between Arabs and Iran” and there is “differ-
ence” on the level of narratives between Arabs and Iran “. What is meant by
Similarity in escalation is similarity in subject matter despite the difference

in the side and the picture, whereas «different” meant the difference in both.

This result is based on the statement or vision that the discourse is related
to perceptions, beliefs and ideas, while narratives are related to facts and
events whether these facts are true or artificial, or whether they are local or
fake. In this context, Fayyed highlighted the general framework in which
the discourse and narratives in the relations between Arabs and Iran exist.
He believed that resolving the existing crises between Iran and Arabs, spe-
cifically between Iran and Saudi Arabia as head of the Arab axis requires

searching for the functional pragmatic dimensions mutually beneficial.

He saw that the relationship between the two sides is based on resistance

and opposition. In general discourse is the promotion of beliefs and ideas
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sectarian and yielding discourse that some Arab regimes have pumped blood
by talking about the Shiite crescent and the uncalculated “adventure” that
was carried out by the resistance, that determined to liberate the prisoners by
kidnapping enemy soldiers. The sectarian discourse escalated with Syrian
events, so that some of the current crisis narratives turned into doctrinal and

chauvinistic narratives.

Dr. Saadallah Zaraei discussed the US role in the region, which is evident
through visits by US officials to countries in the region such as Saudi Arabia,
Qatar and others. These countries goals’ are to incite hatred against Iran even
on the nuclear issue and the agreement between Iran and the West. Zaraei
said that the region is witnessing a great crisis called mistrust of some Mus-
lims towards other Muslims. Iran has confidence in Muslim peoples, and
we should work to overcome this crisis of mistrust. We should ask about
the steps that should be taken to create unity in the nation, to heal the rift, as

ethnic disputes have never been a reason for us to fight.

He noted that there are real threats by the Zionists against Lebanon, Syria,
Palestine, Jordan and Egypt. So, what are the plans and programs that Arab
countries have put forth to confront these threats? What is the role of Iran in
this context, and could Arab countries win without cooperation with Iran?

Finally, He called for concerted Arab and Iranian efforts to confront threats.

Mr. Amin Iskandar began his paper with the following problem: “We
should define carefully the nature of the Iranian role in the region and the
nature of Arabs. If Arabs are regimes, we have to wait until the conditions
of the Arab regimes improve. We must wait for a comprehensive change in
Western colonial policy; this issue is not possible, not in the near future nor
in the average. Therefore, the correct discourse and narrative is that there are
global colonial powers that take new forms to fit the idea of globalization
and have clear interests in the region, namely stabilization of the Zionist en-

tity, oil, and preservation of countries and orders loyal to the United States.



423 Summary

state with globalization, accordingly, the national interests of America are the

basis, that is securing the interests of home over anything external.”

Criticism of Crisis Discourse and its Narratives

The third session focused on “criticism of crisis discourse and its narra-
tives.” The session was initiated by Mr. Samah Idris. Mr.Idris focused on
the fact that the crisis has turned into a complete narrative for its protago-
nists, analysts and experts, especially after 1967 Arab defeat by Israel, and
after the Palestinian resistance departure from Beirut in 1982. He noted that
there are many writers and intellectuals who have participated in analyzing
the causes of the 1967 defeat as discussed by novelists, but we rarely return
to the novels that are suitable to criticize the discourse of narratives. The
speech of the crisis has sometimes turned into an outlook that addresses all
the tragedies of Arabs: their nationality, religion or their founding books,
and as the poet Adonis said, so The Arab crisis has become a platform for

self-flagellation and an Arab obituary as a nation.

The big event that broke the atmosphere of despair and frustration was rep-
resented in the victory of the Lebanese national resistance in 2000. For the
first time, Arab intellectuals, especially the leftists, felt that their national
poems and patriotic songs had not been in vain, but had played a role in this
great victory that led to expell the Israeli enemy from south Lebanon by the

efforts of the resistance.

Mr. Idris said that “crisis speech” has retreated in those historical moments
16 years ago, replacing it with discourse of self-confidence and self-respect
and hope in a victory that is no longer impossible. However, US occupation
of Iraq in 2003 was accompanied by the deliberate ignition of Sunni-Shiite
sectarian disputes specifically the Iranian-Arab regional disputes. In that pe-
riod, The steadfastness of the resistance in 2006 and their destruction of the

enemy’s goals in crushing and disarming did not stop the advancement of
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jective of this Western hegemony is to eliminate the national government in
Syria the resistance movements, and to ultimately weaken Iran. Dr. Mansour
considered that this American behavior towards Syria, Iran and the region
in general falls within the general behavior of the West and Israel in terms
of playing on the chord of ethnic and sectarian components in the Arab and

Islamic worlds.

In this context, the West has been working for years to convince Arab re-
gimes and their peoples to replace their real enemy” Israel” with an “imagi-
nary” enemy “Iran”. They had succeeded in this matter especially in the Gulf
region. On the other hand, the West’s constants for Arab and Muslim worlds
are: ensuring the dismantling of the region, especially Syria and Iraq, and
supporting sectarian movements to strengthen the internal division. The link
between terrorist organizations in the West and Gulf regimes subordinate to
America is no secret. The conclusions here are that the West’s strategic in-
terests dictate a consistent attempt of creating living environments embrace
crises in which our nations are wandering, while searching for redemption
through independence, freedom, development and security, a redemption

that the West does not want for us, neither yesterday nor today or tomorrow.

Professor Mustafa Zahrani tackled the issue of globalization in the context
of post-Cold War changes. He pointed out that the characteristic of globaliza-
tion is to confront the state control that is based on four components: con-
trol, land, legitimacy, exclusive use of force by the government. Therefore,
the theory fragmentation of state authority has been proposed from now on.
He said that naming the changes that took place after “The Arab Spring” as
global changes is a big mistake; then he wondered whether the September 11
events were the result of globalization; his answer was that Bill Clinton says
September 11 is the dark side of the globalization order. In this context Zah-

ran pointed to President Donald trump’s words: “I have replaced the nation-
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came a decisive factor in ISIS (Daesh) victories that occupied northeastern
Syria. But despite all this, the plan did not reach its expected goal of an ISIS

(Daesh) invasion of Damascus and the collapse of the Syrian regime.

After reviewing the recent political developments on the ground, Dr. Samir
Amin returned to the relations between Iran and Arab countries, stressing on

the following conclusions:

- In facing the challenges of our era: Solidarity between the people of Iran
and the Arab world is required because it establishes the success of their

liberation.

- The first goal of this solidarity is to defeat the strategy led by the US and
its European allies that aims to destroy the countries and the social structure
of Iran, Egypt, Lebanon and Iraq. This geostrategy has its allies: Turkey and
Gulf states.

- The Iranian government supports the forces that resist the US-European
intervention and the devastating attack, especially on Syria, which is led
by terrorist organizations that consider themselves Islamic (while in fact,
they are anti-Islamic, and we have to support these initiatives from Iran).
-Our solidarity and joint action will not work unless our country moves be-
yond the neoliberal policies of all governments of the region, which have
produced and will continue to produce social disasters that in turn open the
way to dispersed options whose victims are the poor classes, granting cred-

ibility to terrorist alternatives.

- At the same time, going to the independent project will create conditions
for progress towards a democratic popular culture that we miss in our coun-

tries.

Dr. Adnan Mansour’s paper included the phases of Western hegemony
over the region and the latest plan aimed at striking the anti-American axis

that includes Iran, Iraq, Syria, Lebanon and Gaza. The most important ob-
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Amin, included a detailed presentation of stages for foreign intervention
in Iran. Dr. Amin described Iran “as an ancient and great nation proud of
its history.” He pointed that Iranians began their revolution in 1907 against
the rulers of Kajari corrupt dynasty who proved incapable of resisting for-
eigners. Many intellectuals participated in the revolution and received their
training in the Russian Caucasus with The Russian Social Democratic Work-
ers’ Party who carried out the Bolshevik Revolution in 1917. In the Pahlavi
family era which was founded in 1921, the authorities took reactionary atti-
tudes towards social change, and there was wide popular opposition up until
Prime Minister Dr. Mossadegh nationalized the country’s oil in 1951. This
issue led US intelligence to sponsor the coup against Mossadegh allowing
Mohammad Reza Shah to turn the tide and re-join the Western camp. When
the writer reaches to the period of the rise of the Islamic order, he draws
attention to the American role in mobilizing its ally the Iraqi President Sad-
dam Hussein to engage in a criminal and irrational war againt Iran for ten
years. This led to form an Arab camp under the auspices of Washington in-
cluded pro-Saddam Gulf states that provoked enmity between Iran (Shiite)
and the (mainly Sunni) Gulf.

Thus, Iran had become a rival to Western powers over the past decades and
subjected to sanctions from the West. Then came the nuclear issue that Unit-
ed States took as a new pretext for its original plan to get rid of the Iranian
regime. In the past, Iran had been able to face the threat and bear the burden
of economic sanctions in cooperation with Russia and China. Then America
invented the ignition of the Syrian- revolution “spring” and imagined that
the Syrian government will collapse similar to the Libyan regime. This sce-
nario did not happen. At this point, United States encouraged the emergence
of ISIS (Daesh) which would not have been possible without the Gulf’s
support through money and arms. After that, the new Islamic Turkey joined

the bloc that led to Syria’s invasion, until Turkey’s presence in the arena be-
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between the main components of this civilization, namely Iranians, Arabs
and Turks. Some participants wondered about the nature of this project, and
what is the desired form on which it could be based, taking into account the
Arab and Iranian national security determinants at this stage, and how they

intersect on both sides.

These discussions required responses from the lecturers, which can be sum-

marized as follows:

Dr. Massoud Aassadullahi emphasized that “The problem with the Arab
world is limited to the problem with Saudi Arabia and there are no fun-
damental problems with other Arab countries and regimes, because Saudi

Arabia cannot deal with popular revolutions, or with elected governments.

Professor Mounir Shafiq said: “the problem is not Saudi-Iranian only, or
how could the Arab League and the Islamic Cooperation Council agree with
Saudi Arabia’s attitudes? And as regards to the American attitude in the re-
gion, he mentioned that US strategy which was based on direct intervention,
wars and occupation has turned into a soft strategy. This softness is a result
of retreat, which is weaker than the USA previous policy. He saw that the
main role now is for the internal powers, and this role could be presented
by Turkish-Iranian-Saudi-Egyptian-Arab understanding in general to restore

and rebuild the old regime that collapsed.

Western Interventions in Establishing the Crisis

The second session was chaired by Dr. Mohammad Irani who began with
a brief speech about the recent Western interventions in the region, which
were established through Sykes-Picot agreements, where leadership of the

region was entrusted to local pro-Western elements.

In this session, which focused on “the role of Western policies and their

Interventions in structuring the crisis”, a paper signed by Dr. Samir
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nuclear agreement with Iran. Furthermore, Dr. Assadullahi gave a presen-
tation on the nature of Saudi Arabia’s political, social and religious order,
which is contradictory to the nature of governance in Iran, he concluded:
“Saudi Arabia’s vision of the region, its financial potential, sectarian influ-
ence and its alliance with the United States and Israel are currently the main

obstacles and the main challenge in Arab-Iranian relations.”

Finally, the researcher stated a number of proposals to help ease tensions be-
tween Iran and Saudi Arabia. First, a focus on the Palestinian issue as a cen-
tral cause among peoples of the region to prevent the Zionist entity and the
United States from exploiting Islamic differences. Second, there is a need to
reinforce Egypt’s position in the Arab world. Concerning this point, experi-
ence and history have proven an inverse ratio between the political and sec-
tarian positions of both Egypt and Saudi Arabia, the stronger the position of
Egypt in the Muslim world the weaker the position of Saudi Arabia and vice
versa, strengthening the new regime in Iraq militarily security and economi-
cally, and preserving its territorial integrity, supporting the government in
Syria and Iraq and preserving their territorial integrity , supporting the axis
of resistance, focusing on combating takfiri terrorist groups ideologically
and jurisprudentially, confronting the media that spread sectarian division
and stir sectarian strife, reform Shiite and Sunni religious institutions and
improve their visions ,Cultural exchange, promoting tourism, establishing
student camps and promoting the economic, social, cultural and scientific

relations between Iran and Arabs.

Open discussion

The audience’s interventions during the open discussion focused on the call
to produce a Renaissance project based on the victory achieved by the Is-
lamic resistance against the Israeli occupation in 2000, and to build at the

same time a regional project to revive Islamic civilization based on dialogue
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that are friendly to Iran such as Syria, Algeria, Lebanon, and South Yemen;
the second group includes the enemy states to Iran such as Saudi Arabia,
Iraq during Saddam and Egypt during Mubarak era, the third group includes
neutral countries such as Oman, Tunisia, Morocco, Mauritania, Sudan and

northern Yemen at that time.

Then he presented the development of relations between Iran and each of
these three groups or axes through five stages: the first phase (February 1979
to August 1990), where relations with the countries of the first group were
very strained because of the war launched by Iraqi President Saddam Husse-
in on Iran, the second phase in Iranian - Arab relations (From August 1990 to
March 2003) this phase began with the occupation of Kuwait by Iraqi forces,
which became the reason for the start of improved relations between Iran and
the members of the Gulf Cooperation Council, It was then that Saudi Arabia
asked the Iranian President Sheikh Hashemi Rafsanjani to restore diplomatic
relations, after three years of cutting ties, and send Iranian pilgrims for Hajj
in 1990. During the third phase (from 2003 to 2011) tension and differences
between countries of the first Arab group and Iran returned especially be-
tween Tehran and Riyadh. The fourth phase began after the events broke in
Tunisia, Egypt, Bahrain and Yemen, and after the demonstrations in Libya
and Syria deviated into a military war which led to the known foreign inter-
ventions. At this stage, the relations between Iran and Saudi Arabia which
used sectarian slogans in its interventions in Syria, Iraq, Lebanon and Yemen

increased, leading to the rise of Takfiri terrorist organizations.

The fifth phase (from the beginning of 2015 until now), this phase was
characterized by the arrival of King Salman bin Abed al- Aziz to power in
Saudi Arabia and the Kingdom’s departure from its traditional conserva-
tive context and entering into the public and official context of extremism,
whether through its aggression of declaring “Decisive storm” war on Ye-

men, or the aggravated situation in Syria, and finally its stance towards the
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on representation of group identity. Identity here is also the main pillar of
all the State powers, which are based only on identities and money. There-
fore, institutions of Arab countries had done nothing with the shocks of geo-
graphical transition and rural migration on the one hand, and expansion of

generating economy on the orther hand.

In the Reasons behind the current status quo: the speaker noted that since
Arab countries failed to manage these two shocks they tried to maneuver
between a domestic scene which they were no longer able to control so they
scare off the outside- and an inside is no longer dared to face it, and so they
claimed to protect the outside from the outside playing with the mirror of
identity until the mirror was broken and the two lies became a fact. What is
astonishing here is that the Zionist entity has turned into an internal factor in
all Arab countries because its failure in ethnic cleansing has left no room for

it to continue its project except through dismantling these countries.

He considered that promotion of sub-state identities rejects social mobility,
and in the case of Lebanon, the mainstay of the armed resistance against “Is-
rael,” this issue hinders the development of states. After posing the question
of how we can combine goals and procedures? And what are the options of
interests between Iran and Lebanon, his answer was that the bilateral inter-
ests of the two countries are minimal, but there are great interests for both
countries on regional arena, so on what frameworks could such interests be
crystallized, and what is the most important issue that could be negotiated

bilaterally.

Iranian researcher Dr. Masoud Assadullahi did not hesitate to confirm from
the beginning that talking about Arab-Iranian relations is not accurate be-
cause Iran is one nation while Arabs are non-unified nations and inconsistent

group and there is no consensus on any subject among Arab rulers.

In this context, he divided the Arab countries in relation to Iran after the vic-

tory of the Islamic Revolution into three groups: the first group of countries
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after the American occupation, collapse of Libya and Yemen, loss of large
areas of Syria’s territory to both ISIS (Daesh) and jabhat Al-Nusra and other
armed factions. Then came the Russian and American intervention in Syria
and US intervention in Iraq, where ISIS (Daesh) controlled large areas, and
along with this came the deepening of Shiite Sunni conflict inside Iraq and in
the Arab Mashreq. This was followed by direct Iranian and Turkish involve-
ment in Syria and Iraq. He saw that collapsing of the former regional order
and the spreading of chaos enabled extreme organizations to weave their

way into the aforementioned countries.

Finally, He concluded that the new phase requires building new relations
among Arabs, Iran and Turkey in order to establish a new regional order to
replace the old order that had been imposed by colonialism, and overcome
differences between elements of this regional tripartite, even on the “con-

temporary style of Hilf al-Fudul” .

Dr. Sharbel Nahhas saw from the beginning that the title of the confer-
ence is problematic since “Iran is a state and Arabs are group of people,
s0, how could a country make a dialogue with a group of different peo-
ple?” Here, he agrees with Mr. Talal Salman’s plan in the opening ses-
sion. And with regards to the title of the session on conflict of interest and
identity explosions, Nahhas approached the issue through three stations:
- In theoretical narratives, he pointed to divisions, fragmentation, ethnic and
sectarian civil strife, collapse of the national state and collapse of the armies,
and thus increasing external dangers. In this context, he wondered where in-
terests lie and where identities are located. Since interests are within reason,
they are subject to consensus, as identities, they cannot control the mind
because it removes them as identities, therefore, it rejects with commitment

of reason.

- In the process: he saw that identity is the main pillar of legitimacy of pow-

er because every authority seeks to justify its legitimacy should be based
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Professor Mounir Shafiq presented his paper entitled “ The International
and Regional Situation and the Arab-Iranian-Turkish Relations”, which be-
gan with notes about the international situation which is, in his opinion,
characterized by multi-polarization, disorder and decline of Western hege-
mony especially weakness of the US’s ability to influence the changes and
events in the region, which includes Arab countries, Turkey and Iran. There-
fore, Arab and regional powers have become the most important players in

deciding the fate of events.

He saw that the decline of American-European dominance in the global or-
der as well as the Arab-Turkish-Iranian regional order constituted a vacuum
which has led to a conflict between local and regional powers in order to fill
it. From that issue a new equation has been formed, this equation has made
all powers stand on quicksand. Then he goes into the direct reasons of the
imbalance in US strategy in the Clinton and George Bush administrations,
when they focused on changing the “Middle East” for the interest of the Zi-
onist entity, and left Russia collapsed to regain its strength especially under
President Vladimir Putin. They have also left China to expand commercially
and economically in the world and develop militarily and technically from
within.

Then he noted that these international changes reflected directly and rapidly
in the Arab-Iranian-Turkish region. In this case, he saw that there is a need
to differentiate between revolutions witnessed by Tunisia, Egypt, Libya and
Yemen on one hand, and events in Syria which quickly turned from popular
demands that could be achieved through consensus to an armed counter-
revolution aimed at toppling the government and cutting Syria’s relations
with Iran, Hezbollah and Hamas, as Burhan Ghalioun, the first president of

the Syrian opposition council said.

In a quick listing of the transformations that have taken place in the past six

years, Shafiq stated the following observations: collapse of the Iraqi state
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He concluded by saying: “we have endeavored to hold this conference with
our partners in hopes that we will contribute in narrowing the gap between an
influential and active group of researchers and thinkers from the Arab world
and Iran while creating a space for dialogue between them. Although they
come from politically, culturally and intellectually diverse backgrounds, they
meet to give great importance to working towards internal reform, avoiding
fragmentation, protecting pluralism and adopting an independent vision to-

wards the region against domination, occupation and arrogance.

Conflict of Interests and Explosion of Identity

Dr.Talal Atrissi headed the first session, which was held under the title
“Readings in the nature of the regional crisis in light of conflict of interests

and explosion of identities.”

In his speech Dr. Atrissi noted that the issue of Arab-Iranian relations is be-
ing raised today in a very complex environment that had not been present
several years back. This environment is unstable and makes threats great and
mutual. There is no stable regional order or a fixed international order, but
rather tends towards multi-polarization. Then he summarized the problems
facing Arab-Iranian relations through three questions: Is there a serious de-
sire on the part of Arab parties and Iranian side to handle these problems?
Are Arab parties in agreement on the nature of the problem with Iran? Or is

there more than one opinion and more than one point of view?

After he mentioned that some Arabs, not all, have problems with Iran, he
concluded that only Saudi Arabia has a problem with Iran, and this point of
view should be discussed. He concluded that the main tasks of this confer-
ence is to discuss clearly and explicitly the nature of these problems and
try to give answers, and how to deal with them in this volatile environment

regionally and internationally.
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Before the Islamic revolution in 1979, Iran was an integral part of the re-
gion’s geopolitics due to its close relations with Arab regimes and their posi-
tion within the circle of relations dependent on America and the West. To-
day, Iran remains an integral part of the political geography, but on the basis
of alliance with independent, popular and resistance forces. He saw that the
paradox here is that the conservative Arab regimes that have agreed to have
unequal relations with Iran before the revolution refuse now normalized rela-
tions based on equality, and refrain from responding to calls for cooperation
and reconciliation from Iran. The Islamic Republic has, however, pledged to
strengthen its Arab relations after the revolution on the basis of supporting
just causes, namely the Palestinian cause, confronting the imperialist wars

and rejecting attempts to dominate them and make them subordinate.

Moreover, Dr. Fadlallah considered that there are many explanations for the
regional crisis and the Arab-Iranian crisis, but one story could not reflect the
whole truth, and agreement on established principles does not diminish the
threat of circumstantial and changing interests. And if the main objective of
any constructive dialogue between Arabs and Iran is to seek ways to estab-
lish a regional order capable of resolving crises, this order will require first
and foremost reflecting the new facts created by realities and highlighted by

events.

He noted also that common affiliation with Islam as a religion, culture and
civilization is a firm basis for any unity and fraternal approach between Arab
nations and its immediate neighbors, but this issue should be within the true
understanding of the diversity and variety of the region. He considered that
a closer look at the rich social terrain in the region and its multiple configu-
rations is the most successful way to establish a universal identity that will
interact within it, and where the different identities and affiliations reconcile

without being overwhelmed by one another.
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lead the people to victory to build a better future. As for the Arab League, it
has become simply a building where the voices of its members are different
and they gather only for a memorial picture with a deceptive smile. He con-
cluded that openness and honesty should be the basis of access to convergence
between Arabs and Iran, pointing out that the most critical issue is to handle

the causes of division and divergence between these two great nations.

Dr. Saadallah Zariee hoped that dialogue in this conference will lead to im-
proving the opportunities for cooperation between Iran and the Arab world,
noting that what connects them is not limited to cultural, religious and geo-
graphical roots, but what makes this interdependence necessary today are
the recent events that are important to all of us and at the same time affect
our destiny. He regretted the ferocious media campaign against Iran despite
all the support that Iran has given in order to help “our Muslim brothers in
Afghanistan, Iraq, Lebanon and Palestine.” Then he asked: “Has Iran aban-
doned its responsibilities and was Iran behind weakening the Arab world
against the enemies? Or as if were we always close to our Arab brothers and

were partners with them and helped them move forward better in the future.”

He called for a transition “from the narrow crisis of the divided media into
the wide doors of scholarly institutes to promote dialogue in the academic
field.” Then he wondered whether replacing the Palestinian issue with ani-
mosity towards Iran, and forgetting this cause could solve the problems of
the Arab world and restore dignity and pride. Finally, he hoped that the con-
ference will pave the way for constructive dialogue among researchers and
move these talks to political levels and levels of decision-makers.

Dr. Abdul Halim Fadlallah, president of the Consultative Center for Stud-
ies and Documentation, reviewed the characteristics of Arab-Iranian rela-
tions before and after the Islamic revolution, and the critical events wit-

nessed by the Arab world in recent years stressing the following points:
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Prepared by: Saleh Ashmar

The opening session of the conference began with a speech for Dr. Adnan
Al-sayed Hussein, President of the Lebanese University. Dr. Hussein called
for the enhancement of Arab-Iranian relations in various fields. He also con-
sidered that there is a serious strategic deviation when some people wonder
about the threat that faces the Arab world? Is it Iran or “Israel?” After that
he asked: If we were advocates of openness to the international community,
in this case, should we not open relations with Iran? Dr. Hussein concluded
that the first strategic objective should be to achieve stable security in Arab-
Iranian relations and develop these relations in economic and cultural levels.
Finally, he said he was at the disposal of the participants in the conference

if they wished to join the PHD doctoral studies at the Lebanese University.

The next speech was for Mr. Talal Salman, editor in chief of the Lebanese
daily, al-Safir. Mr. Salman considered from the beginning that the title of
the conference contains aspirations rather than reflecting the reality of the
situation, given the disparity between the Arab and Iranian sides. Iran is
a nation-state, and its unity is firm. The leaders of the Iranians are united,
and their decisions are one, even if their applications are numerous. While
Arabs are various states with different resolutions from the point of conflict
concerning entity interests, purposes of the regimes, or even concerning sub-
ordination and dependence on US foreign dictates, including Israel. Then
he added:”It is no secret here that many Arab regimes prefer confrontations

with Iran rather than facing the real challenges enforced by calls of duty to
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Preface

This book includes the conference proceedings of “Ar-
abs and Iran in the Face of Regional Challenges: Op-
portunities and Prospects for Partnership» which was
held in Beirut from the 31° of May to the 2" of June
2016. The conference was organized by the Consul-
tative Center for Studies and Documentation with the
participation of the following institutions: the Iranian
Institute for Political and International Studies (Iran),
Andesha Sazan Noor (Iran), the Lebanese newspaper
Al-Safir, in cooperation with the Arab Center for Stra-
tegic Studies (Syria) and the Arab Journal of Political

Science.

The book is divided into two sections: the first section
contains a summary of the conference work (translated
to English); the second section contains the full texts
of the papers submitted by the participants and the

speeches of both the opening and closing sessions.
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mate interpretation of nation’s affairs its mutual challenges.
The second is to identify mutually, questions, problems, and
issues of ambiguity in the region. This shall lead to the third
goal, which is to adopt a common approach to the supreme
principles, interests, goals, aims, and visions that could be
the cornerstone on which the future and united destiny of

Arabs and Iran could be built.

Nevertheless, the main objective of the conference is to
provide an open forum for discussion between participants.
These participants are supposed to have intersecting views
regarding the need for internal reform, the development of
political systems, rejection of division, partition and frag-
mentation, protection of cultural and religious pluralism,
and preferring cooperation over conflict between the states
and components of the region. In addition, they adopt a vi-
sion of independence in the face of foreign hegemony, oc-
cupation and domination. Such general and initial vision
does not deny the existence of many differences in view re-
garding how to bring this vision into effect, and concerning
the chosen options, the adopted policies, and the analysis of

opportunities and risks.
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case scenarios. This search should start by a profound and
reciprocal understanding of all parties’ stances, visions and

conceptions for the present and the future.

This shall therefore present a deeper analysis of the nature,
courses and dilemmas of the existing conflicts, in which
an eradicating struggle between disputing identities, doc-
trinal illusions, suppressed revenge desires, hegemony and
domination trends are mixed with a political and ideological
competition over principles, conceptualizations, goals, strat-
egies and policies of interest. The latter kind of competition,
unlike the eradicating struggle, can have regional countries

find some points on which they agree, in this regard.

It is clear that the superior objectives of Iran, as a state and
project of struggle and independence, and Arabs, as nations
of a diverse identity, symbolic and civilized heritage and
vital location (unfortunately not reflected by their politi-
cal states and regimes), agree on the necessity to search for
major opportunities and partnership horizons, to effectively
confront critical threats against the region. In addition, since
cooperation and settlements cannot be reached without a
deep understanding and an exact presentation of the stances
and views, we have chosen the following title for our con-

ference:
«Arabs and Iran in the face of Regional Challenges»
Opportunities, and Prospects for Partnership

This conference seeks to achieve three major objectives:
The first is to discuss the means to formulate a common

understanding to the challenges and threats, and an approxi-
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rael”, where it reached an unprecedented level of balance
and deterrence. It also enabled the Palestinian people to
have firmer alternatives to resist the Zionist occupation, and
restore hope to the Palestinian cause. This trend shows a
wider attempt to reach an understanding within an approach
that acknowledges the need for internal political reform, yet
gives the absolute priority to the preservation of the geo-
political achievements. However, this regional trend, fully
aware of its regional goals (maintaining balance of deter-
rence with the enemy, protecting the unity of entities, pre-
serving the diversity of regional countries and establishing
independence in dealing with the west), has not yet been
able, due to circumstances, to change its vision into appli-
cable national political projects, which could contain and

resolve conflicts.

It has been more than five years since the Syrian crisis broke
out, followed by the Iraqi crisis, during which the discourse
of incitement and racial mobilization led to the emergence
of extremist and nihilist phenomena that threaten to fill the
vacuum and swallow entire societies and countries. Despite
the vehement danger manifested by the “Takfiri” mutation
in the violent movements, confronting it or taking a unified
stance against it could be a point of intersection, which rep-
resents a cornerstone to build on. Since the conflict platform
became regional in the first place, and national and inter-
national in the second and third places, it became a must
to search for means of establishing regional cooperation

between powerful countries and societies to avoid worst
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as an essential means to mobilize and attain benefits. This
led to an unprecedented polarization in the modern history
of the Arab and Muslim worlds, which transcends the arena
of the direct conflict into the various parts of the two worlds

and even to the communities abroad.

In fact, the current period is among the most dangerous
in the history of the region, and that the continuity of the
struggle and its extension into the main regional poles and
the significant social blocs would lead to devastating reper-
cussions on these states and societies, and even on Islam as
a religion. Despite all this, one can deduce that the region’s
events and wars that have not yet given rise to universal
changes has reproduced the previous conflict-polarization,
which has been ongoing between two trends since the sec-

ond Iraqi war.

The first trend seeks to restore the previous situation and
thwart the birth of new competing forces, or the emergence
of situations that threaten its control of the Arab decision.
Since the parties of this trend have fears that are justified or
unjustified, they still prefer confrontation and decisiveness
to dialogue and settlements, regarding of everything it en-
tails; be it a critical threat to the relations with neighboring
countries, increase in tension between social entities in the
region, and threat to undermine the diversity of its internal

structure and unity.

The second trend found itself defending its accumulated

gains on many levels, mainly in the struggle against “Is-
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The American offensive on the region, which started more
than a decade ago, has destabilized it, and destroyed the ba-
sic structure it has always depended on. The big failure of
Washington and its “Israeli” ally’s war projects, paved the
way for launching a series of big multi-dimensional chang-
es that hit the entire world in general and our region in par-
ticular. The actual restraint of the American hegemony and
the decrease in the United States’ capability to control the
course of events or the policies of its traditional allies, co-
incided with the explosions of the political and social crises
in a number of the Arab countries. These crises then turned
quickly, due to the historical structural weakness of their
political sociology, in addition to the vast foreign interfer-
ence in their affairs, into civil wars that were accompanied
by an acute polarization and unprecedented differences be-

tween the pivotal states in the region.

This development came contrary to the expectations of those
who thought that the restraint of the western hegemony
would inevitably lead to the normalization of the relations
between these (Arab) countries, and the restructuring of the
regional order; on the basis of enhancing cooperation, pro-
moting mutual interests and confronting common threats.
Instead, the Middle East became a platform for a civil and
regional confrontation which crossed national borders, in

which certain parties deliberately used sectarian incitement
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has written and translated a number of books and articles on Islam and the
West, the Islamic movements and Arab and Islamic issues, including the is-
sue of Afghanistan and Palestine.He participated in Egypt as Vice-Chairman
of the 50th Committee which established the Constitution of the new Egypt

and he is a member of the National Council for Human Rights.
Jamal Wakim

A specialist in international relations, a professor at the Lebanese Univer-
sity and president of the media department at the Lebanese International
University. He has several books, mainly: “The Great Powers’ Struggle over

Syria”;” The Geopolitical Dimensions of 2011 Crisis ¢, “Turkish Foreign
Policy”.
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Adnan Mansour

Lebanese and political diplomat born in Bourj el-Barajneh, Lebanon, former
foreign minister from 2011Until 2014, he holds a doctorate in political sci-
ence and a master degree in political theory. He represented Lebanon at the
Arab Bank for Economic Development Conference in Africa 1978. He had
many Publications, including: “the Jewish State: The Impossible Continuity

and the Lebanese Radiance in Egypt”.

Charbel Nahhas

A former Lebanese Labour minister and a former Minister of Economy. Pro-
fessor at the Lebanese and American University. He Studied engineering
and planning in Paris as well as economic sciences and anthropology. He
was responsible for the Reconstruction of Beirut downtown between 1982
and 1986. He worked in the banking sector and participated in the design of
the fiscal consolidation program in Hoss government. He works in the areas

of consultation and economic and urban research.

Anis Al-Nakkash

Coordinator of “ Aman” Network for Research and Strategic Studies. Born
in Beirut in 1951, he joined the ranks of Fatah movement in 1968 and re-
ceived several positions. He played an important role in coordinating be-
tween the leadership of the Palestinian revolution and the Iranian Islamic

Revolution. He recently published a book entitled Eastern Confederation.

Hussein Sajjad Najjad
He holds a PhD in law. He currently serves as Commercial Attaché in the
Iranian Embassy in Beirut. He also represents the Export development cen-

ter in Lebanon.

Kamal Helbawi
A specialist in policy and strategy, he joined the Muslim Brotherhood in

1951, he participated in many conferences in Arab and foreign countries. He
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abroad, He also oversaw a number of research projects, including: economic
and financial reform strategies, and the development of the suburban areas

in Lebanon.

Habib Fayyad

Professor of Philosophy and Religions at the Lebanese University, an ex-
pert on Iranian regional affairs. He had a number of scientific and political
published articles, and books, mainly: “Israel between the variables of the
region and Kafarkela wall”, “The Iranian nuclear program and the new re-

gional order”; “Hezbollah in times of strife”.

Mohammad Qaemakami

Professor in Qom seminary (hawza) at the high research levels for jurispru-
dence and assets, a teacher in Islamic wisdom, He had many articles in the
divine wisdom and reflections in the Quranic verses, the hidden Omansism
, the four stages and the inferential jurisprudence. He is an expert on tele-
vision programs that broadcast via Islamic Republic television which deal

with the topics of wisdom, philosophy and modernity.

Ismail Mansour Larijani

He holds a doctorate in international relations and Irfan from the University
of Tehran and Azad University for Science and Research. Professor in Imam
Hussein University (p), and in charge in the Encyclopedia of Sacred De-
fense Center. Editor in chief to Al-Samoud magazine ,and president of the

research institute of Ahl al-Bayt International University.

Manoushahr Mottaki

Iranian Foreign Minister from 2005 to 2010. He was born in 1953. He had a
Master degree in international relations from Bangalore University in India;
he served as ambassador to his country in Turkey and Japan and was elected

deputy in the Iranian parliament for two consecutive terms.
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Talal Atrissi

He holds a PhD in Education Sociology from the Sorbonne University in
Paris. Professor of Education Sociology and Educational psychology at the
Lebanese University. He was the Director of the Higher Institute of PhD. in
Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences. Director of the Social and Education-
al Studies center in Beirut. Member of consultative body at Baheth center

for Palestinian and strategic studies.

Mohammad Abed Al-Shafie Issa

A specialist in international economic relations, and professor at the Na-
tional Planning Institute in Cairo. He holds a PhD from the Faculty of Eco-
nomics and Political Science from Cairo University. Mainly interested in
Arab political thought, international political development, and technologi-
cal development issues. He had more than 15 publications and dozens of
researches and studies published in good Arab scientific periodicals, in ad-

dition to various articles.

Mohammad Fneish

Minister of State for Parliamentary Affairs in the Lebanese Government.
Lebanese deputy in the loyalty to the resistance bloc in the Lebanese Parlia-
ment, he holds a degree in mathematics and a Bachelor’s degree in political
science from the Faculty of Law and Political Science at the Lebanese Uni-

versity. He had a number of published articles and contributions.

Abdul Halim Fadlallah

President of the Consultative Center for Studies and Documentation, profes-
sor at the Lebanese University. He holds a PhD in Economy, born in 1968.
He published a number of books and numerous research papers on pov-
erty, Development and economic and political reform, including:” the trap
of inequality (2016)”,” banking finance for public debt in Lebanon (2009)”,

he Participated in many conferences and panel discussions in Lebanon and
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Cairo University and worked as an official of the African liberation move-
ments in Egypt.
Professor of political Science at the University of Joba (Sudan). Former

Secretary of the Committee for Defense of National Culture in Egypt.

Mounir Shafiq

He is an Arab and Islamic activist and researcher. Born in 1934 in Jerusalem.
He engaged in the national straggliest politician work since his youth, one
of the famous men of the Palestinian revolution. One of his most important
works is “Marxism Leninism and the urgent revolution”; “the science of
war; between the rise and fall” ; issues of development and independence,

and others.

Ibrahim Al-Saleh
Born in Tripoli in 1954, he holds a degree in history from the Lebanese Uni-
versity and in the history of philosophy from University of D.E.A Sorbonne

- France, Director of the Fayhaa Center for Research and Planning in Tripoli.

Nasri Sayegh

Deputy Editor-in-Chief of As-Safir newspaper (Beirut), Professor of Phi-
losophy and Civilization (French Evangelical) and Methodology Note in
sociology at the University of banharan (Algeria), political writer and had
several books, including “(if you were a Jewish) , “The dialogue of snakes
and scorpions” —* in defense of the resistance” — the killer when talks”-

“Death of tyranny” —“Take your share from killing”.

Fahimah Abbasi
Phd student in Middle East and North Africa studies, department of politi-

cal science, Faculty of law and political science, University of Tehran,Iran.
She had many publications,’Libya and the Islamic awakening”. Also, she
presented in “Iran-Arab in Confronting Regional Challenges: Opportunities,

obstacles and the Future of partnership Conference”, Lebanon, 2016.
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member of the Lebanese Press Syndicate since 1976. One of his most im-
portant Works, “with Fatah and the Fedayeen” ; “chatter over Lake Leman”;

“to a princess named Beirut”.

Adnan Al-Sayyed Hussein

A former Lebanese minister and academician, he has been appointed presi-
dent of the Lebanese University since 5 November 2011. He was born in Al-
Luizah in Southern Lebanon. He holds an educational diploma in education

from the Educational Research and development Center.

He holds a PhD. in Political Science in 1989. One of his most important
books is “the national factor in Egyptian politics”; “expansion in the Israeli
strategy”’; the Camp David policy and its regional and International dimen-

sions”, and studies in the history of Arab society.

Iskandar shaher Saad
He holds a Bachelor of Science of Sharia from Syria. Professor since the ear-

ly nineties in Yemen, Syria and Lebanon. He has several story collections.

Mohammad Mahdi Shariatmadar

Born in 1960. He holds a degree in theoretical economics and international
law from Tehran University. He held several positions including: Under-
Secretary-General of the Federation of Islamic Radio and Television, and
a consultant for the President of the Center for Strategic Studies for the
Expediency Discernment Council of the System. He had many articles, Re-
searches, studies and books issued in writing and translation. He participated
in many conferences, including Conferences of the World assembly of Re-

ligions.

Hilmi Al-Shaarawi
An Egyptian politician, an expert on African affairs and founder of the Arab-

African Research Center. He graduated from Department of Sociology at
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al-Sadr’s first movement. He managed the Editorial Board of Al-Ahed mag-

azine for ten years. He had several articles on Islamic and political issues.

Ahmad Zaraan

He holds a PhD in sociology from Azad University. Professor and researcher
in the Cultural Committee of the Center for the codification of the Islamic
Progressive Iranian model of the Directorate of Planning and Strategic Con-
trol in the Presidency of the Republic. Director of the Studies Department
«Shamat» of the Foundation for Strategic Studies «Andisheh Sazan Noor «,

one of his most notable writings is” Syria’s Alawites .

Saadallah Zaraie

President of the Strategic Studies Institute “Andishe Sazan Noor”. He holds
a PhD in the Department of Homeland Security and he is a member of the
Editorial Board of the Keyhan Magazine. Former editor of Al-Sobh Al-Sadiq
weekly magazine and professor at the university. he had about 5 books and

100 scientific articles.

Mustafa Zahrani

He holds a doctorate in international relations from Tehran University in
2002. Born in 1954 in Iran. He was a member in the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs of the Islamic Republic of Iran. He was a Vice-President for the prime
minister from 1985 to 1990. He is the Director General of the Institute for

Political and International Studies.

Talal Salman

Lebanese journalist. founder and publisher of the Lebanese daily newspaper
As-Safir, Which formed for decades an appreciated media reference in Arab

and Lebanese affairs and influenced in public opinion.

He was born in Shmestar in 1938. He released Al-Safir in late 1973; he is a



457 C.Vs

Abed Al-Hussein Khasrobnah

Holds a Doctorate in Islamic speech. Member of the Shoura Council in Imam
Sadeq University in Tehran, Member of the Board of Trustees to the Center
for Islamic Sciences in the Qom Seminary. Member in Committee for the
Islamization of universities of the Supreme Council of Cultural Revolution,
and he is a key member in the Council for the transformation and advance-

ment of humanities in Iran.

Albert Dagher
Holds a PhD in Economics from the University of Paris. Professor in the

Faculty of Economic Sciences and Business Administration at the Lebanese
University.

He was a Research Associate in the *“ French Research Center in Beirut “.
He had two books in French and Five books in Arabic and a number of pub-
lished studies.

His most important writings: }For an Arab development policy”; “the crisis

of state building in Lebanon” .

Ali Reza MirYousefi

Head of politics and international relations at the institute of tehran, Repre-
sentative of Iranian Foreign Ministry in the Permanent Mission of Iran to the

United Nations Office at Geneva.

Mohammad Ali Mouhtady

The Senior Adviser of the Centre for Middle Eastern Strategic Studies, pres-
ident of Gulf forum for studies and political analysis.

Mohammad Raad
Deputy in the Lebanese parliament since 1992, Head of Loyalty to the Re-

sistance Bloc in the Lebanese Parliament from 2000. He studied philosophy

at the Lebanese University and participated in the activities of Imam Musa
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Abdallah Bou Habib
Born in 1941. PHD in economist from Vanderbilt University in Nashville.

Former Ambassador to Lebanon in Washington. Former President of the Is-
sam Fares Center for Research and Studies. Vice- chairmen of the Maronite
League in Lebanon. Had numerous writings: Yellow Light: US Policy in

Lebanon.
Maan Al-Jarba

Member of the General Secretariat of the Arab and Islamic Gathering, Mem-
ber of the General Secretariat of the Arab National Guard. He holds a doc-
torate in international private law from Cairo University, from Saudi Arabia,
born in 1969.

Ziad Hafiz

A university professor and specialist in the American affairs, secretary-gen-
eral of the Arab National conference, he had many articles including: culture
of acceptance, culture of exclusion in the West and Arabs, the American

political mood in the last year of Obama’s state.

Mounir Al-Hemish

Earned a doctorate in economics and holds a post-graduate diploma in eco-
nomics from Cairo University, He served in many managerial and economic

positions in the Syrian government.
He had many economic publications the most important of which are: the

development of the modern Syrian economy; economic culture; domestic

trade and development.
Jawad Al-Khalisi

A religious scholar, Iraqi researcher. Born in 1951 in khazemia . He went to
Institute of Technology- the civilian section, his most prominent writings:

Science in the service of religious” “Marxist, science and philosophy.



459 C.Vs

books: the geopolitical nightmare in Iraq; Libya after Gaddafi; Iraq and its

neighbors in the horizon of the future.

Samir Amine

Intellectual and Global Economist. Born in Egypt. Earned a diploma in po-
litical science before having a PhD from Sorbonne University in Statistics
and Economics. He joined the French Communist Party. Served as director
in the United Nations Institute for Economic Planning. His most important
works: Accumulation on global level. Contemporary Maghreb, Maoist and

revisionism.
Mohammad Irani

Diplomat, Mr Irani is currently the director of the Middle East and North Af-

rican Section in the Ministry of foreign Affairs of th Islamic Republic of Iran.

Mousa Al Ghurair

Syrian Researcher. B.A in economic science from Aleppo University, PHD
from the Academy of Economic Studies in Romania at 17th Jan. 2011. Dr.
Al Ghurair held many scientific and academic tasks; also he was a professor
in Damascus University, he supervises a large number of masters and PHD
in Economics and Planning. Head of Economics department in Damascus

University.

Maan Bashour

Is a political writer and Arab nationalism intellectual. He is one of pan — Ara-
bism leaders, he holds a BA degree from the American University in Beirut,

and also he holds a law degree from the Lebanese University.

He had a lot of works and books as well as articles and studies in many Arab
and Lebanese newspapers and periodicals about Arab struggle, the Arab civ-

ilizational project and global economy.
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Samah Idriss

MA from Columbia University. Lebanese writer .president of the Leba-
nese Literatures Journal, he had writings in literature, politics, culture and
thought. He was known as supporter to the Palestinian and Lebanese peoples

and solving Iraqi crisis. He writes in the Lebanese newspaper Al-Akhbar.
Hasan Raheem Bor Azghadi

Islamic thinker, PHD in Islamic thinker, PHD in human and islamic scienc-
es, member of the cultural revolutionary high council in the islamic republic
of iran, notable works: dialectical circles: essays on religious democracy and
islamic sciences, member of the culteral revolutionary high council in the is-
lamic republic of iran, notable works: dialectical circles: essays on religious

democracy Revolutionary high council of culture.

Massoud Assadullahi

Iranian writer and professor. Born in 1960, PHD on political science from
Imam Sadeq University in Tehran. Researcher and expert on the Middle
East and the Arab world. He had many books and articles in Persian and Ara-
bic, including: Islamists in the pluralistic society «Hezbollah in Lebanon»;

«the guardianship of the Islamic jurist (velayat-e faqih ) and democracy».
Amine Iskandar

Amine Iskandar was born in 1952. He is a politician and writer, and Secre-
tary-General of Dignity party (Hizb al-Karama ). He participated in many
popular demonstrations and intellectual and political meetings which deal

with the confrontation of normalization and the Arab-Israeli conflict.
Hussein Akbari

Ambassador of the Islamic Republic of Libya. PhD in International Stud-

ies. Member in the Scientific Committee in Imam Hussein University. His
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Arab world’s newspaper in Lebanon”, in addition to
the slogan “the voice of the voiceless”. Assafir is con-
sidered one of the leading newspaper in the history of
the Arab struggle against the Zionist enemy, whereby
its honorable patriotic and nationalist stances served
as a pillar of support for the liberation movements in
Lebanon, the Arab world, and the world.

The Arab Center for strategic studies

A scientific Arab institution which specializes in the
study of Arab causes of strategic nature at the po-
litical, economic, security, social and cultural levels.
The center run by the former Yemeni president Ali
Nasser Mohammad.

The Arab for Political Science Magazine

It is a compact quarterly magazine issued by the Arab
university for political science which specializes in
theoretical political affairs, Arab and regional. elite
of writers and researchers participate in preparaing
its topics
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Institute for Political and International Studies
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The center is a political research center affiliated with
to Iran’s foreign ministry and was founded in 1983. It
is considered one of the leading research institutions
that established after the Islamic revolution in 1979.
It specializes on research and studies on issues related
to the foreign policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran.
The Center has organized a number of conferences
and seminars which discussed different international

and regional affairs.

The Lebanese University

FRIPRTTEZRTT
UNIVERSITE LIBANAISE

The National Official University in Lebanon was es-
tablished in 1951, which work to develop and enhance
the civilized and humanized nature of official higher
education, and to establish an integrated scientific and
cultural edifice which absorbs all the young people in
various fields of education and knowledge, and from
all different disciplines. The university was classified as
one of the best Universities in the Middle East in terms

of research and studies and educational attainment.

Assafir Newspaper

]

A prestigious daily political Arab press foundation
founded by Mr Talal Salman. The first issue of the
newspaper was published on 26/3/1974 under the slo-
gan “Lebanon’s newspaper in the Arab world and the
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The Consultative Center for Studies and Documentation

A scientific institution specialized in research and in-
formation focused on social and regional issues which
keeps pace with strategic affairs and influential world
sidy Ll gy developments, in addition to issues related to resis-
tance and the conflict with the enemy. The activity
of the Center is mainly focused in Lebanon, whereby
it strives to achieve its designated goals and meet its
research and informational needs. The center also ac-
cumulates abroad information base, filed according
to the most modern scientific and technical means.
The center also issues studies, reports, and documen-
tations which highlight the latest matters, events, and
developments in Lebanon, the region and the world.

The Andesha Sazan Nour Institute

The institute was established in 2002 and specializes

o in political studies and research related to the Islamic
AT world. The most prominent publications of the center
is the quarterly magazine “Jihan Islam” for strategic

studies which follows the current changes and develop-

ments in the Muslim world. The center has published

around 170 books about the Islamic world in Persian,

Arabic and English.






Organizing Committees







Arabs and Iran

in the face of Regional Challenges:

Opportunities, and Prospects for Partnership

siigilly cLuljsll gLzl Al

teConsultative Centerfor Studiesaaldocumentation



ailly SLuljsll gLl <

theConsulkative Centerfor StudiesandDocumentation

A scientific institution meant with researches and information

Arabs and Iran in the face of Regional Challenges: Opportunities, and Prospects for Partnership

Publisher: The Consultative Center for Studies and Documentation

Abstract of working paper and discussions of the International Conference
held on 31 May, 1 and 2 June, 2016.

Edited by: Strategic Studies Department

Translation: Amina Rizk

Designed By: Ahmad Shukeir
Distribution:Lebanon and the Arab World
Date of publication: December 2017

First edition

Size: 17x24

All Rights Reserved

All rights reserved to the center. Therefore, it is neither allowed to copy or archive a
part(s) of the report in whatever information archiving or retrieving system nor to copy
via whatever mean - normal, electronic, DVD, CD, etc but in case of limited quoting

with the aim of studying and scientific benefit while citing the reference is a must.

Address: Bir Hassan, Al-Assad Highway, Behind the Rest World, Al-Woroud building, First floor.
E-mail: dirasat@dirasat.net

Website: www.dirasat.net

P.O. box: 24/47 Baabda 10172010

Land phone: 01/836610

Fax: 01/836611

Mobile phone: 03/833438




Arabs and Iran
in the face of Regional

Challenges:

Opportunities,

and Prospects for Partnership



diigilly alLulpsll gLzl ;<0

teConsultative Centeror StudiesansDocumentation

o

. o s

&
(Z(!{Q.&._ﬁ QME
Andisheh Sazan-e Noor
lagpliaiBie for Brueiles

Arabs and Iran

in the face of Regional Challenges:

% IPIS Opportunities, and Prospects for Partnership

AL
oY Gurlind)




