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As for Lebanon, it was long behind in preparing a national plan to put development goals
into practice in its policies and general plans, despite the official approval of these goals
until before the year 2000. Lebanon has led its general renaissance after the civil war on
the principle of balanced development, which was parallel between regions and sects and
not necessarily balanced given the different regional characteristics, using Hirschman's
theory of unbalanced growth. The theory states that investments should be concentrated
in a limited number of productive sectors so that most attention and investment is given
to real estate, banking and tourism sectors, at the expense of the agricultural and industrial

sectors.

Since 2010, Lebanon has been witnessing a dramatic decline in its development indicators,
and the pivotal shift in the development path has been the Syrian crisis and the

subsequent local and global events and developments.

This study provides a general framework on the most prominent critical schools of
development, most of which revolve around the criticism of the economic school. The
economy is considered the first main driver of other issues and commitments related to
development in its current form. Therefore, this study directly establishes the importance
of working to highlight other concepts, which are more just and more respectful to the
values of societies and their rich, different and multiple cultures. This matter was
addressed in talking about the general principles of the progress and empowerment theory,

proposed by Imam Khamenei, ™2y Allah protect him|
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multiple systems of governance or economic, social and cultural disparities between states

and societies.

Over time, the negative impact of bartering technology for the primary resources of poor
countries has emerged, and the most important negative impact have arisen through the
depletion of human resources, facilitating brain drain and reducing the birth rate, which
the Human Development Reports have indirectly emphasized. It has also been found that
many goals require the approval of international agreements, but the United States has
not yet approved six of the most important of these agreements, which guarantee

reciprocity between all countries.

These goals have also faced lots of criticism related to the limited focus on progress,
disparity in progress, dependence on international aid, and the link between the success
of these goals and the generalization of the capitalist model to the global economy, with
all its necessary work requirements, especially those related to fundamental and structural

changes in the culture of peoples and their social composition.

As of 2019, a set of pivotal transformations began to emerge that affected development
work and its successive summits, including: the spread of the Covid epidemic, climate
change crises and geopolitical conflicts, especially the war in Ukraine, which highlighted
the great bias towards Western issues in what it considers national and national priorities.
This has affected the credibility of development policies and goals and stimulated

thinking about finding alternatives that were already being worked on for a long time.

Despite the media mobilization of the Sustainable Development Goals to appear as noble
and necessary goals for the future of humanity, and as goals that contribute to
strengthening international cooperation and achieving justice, these goals are still very far
from these concepts. In particular, the centrality of the data collected around countries
contributed to a deeper analysis of the internal weaknesses faced by this or that country,
and thus it was possible to create crises, fabricate wars, cause mobile coups, or spread

diseases and epidemics to control the world's resources.
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Executive summary

Over the course of seventy years of work by United Nations organizations around the
world and the projects and efforts that have been made and funded to achieve
development goals, we have found that these goals have indeed taken global steps towards
enhancing the concepts of sustainability and well-being and “transforming our world,’
especially in the areas of developing concepts and the various working methods they have
followed. The development goals have received various praises for the great efforts aimed
at improving the lives of many peoples of the world and rescuing them from poverty,
hunger and disease. On the contrary, these goals have faced harsher criticism when they
worked to establish values from outside the intellectual and social system of peoples on
different continents. This has occurred when some of these countries were framed as third
world countries, developing and poor, or countries of the South that need support and
assistance from countries of the North or well-developed countries, or other names that

classified the countries of the world into classes and categories.

The twelve Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) announced in 2018 have changed
over time to become the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) with their 169 goals in
the 2030 Agenda, reflecting the commitment of the international community to continue
efforts to achieve inclusive development that focuses on the intersection of various issues

of concern to the whole world.

The SDGs provided an integrated framework to ensure a better future for all, but this
required collective commitment and coordinated efforts among governments, the private
sector, civil society and individuals. This has been achievable, but to varying proportions
between countries. As a result, countries were grouped according to their adherence to the
established standards, which greatly affected their global public image in terms of their

ability to fulfill their commitments to their people.

Later, it became clear that one of the unstated goals was to achieve near-total globalization,

since the proposals were recommending unified solutions to political differences and
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