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Accordingly, Italian donors in collaboration with Ministry of Agriculture and
Ministry of Water and energy and FAO have been implementing a number of
projects to reduce water stress to improve food security and the eradication of
poverty especially in rural areas. Chapter Three is a project summary refers to
"Development of water management in the Caza of Marjayoun Project", where this
project foresees the following results improving water management in irrigation;
increasing the farmers and institutional personnel knowledge regarding new
irrigation technology and management practices to enhance the efficiency and the
productivity of water use.

Chapter four presents key points of the environmental report issued by UNDP
in collaboration with Ministry of Environment in 2015 concerning the estimated
economic cost of climate change impacts on Lebanon’s households, businesses,
communities, and government might expect till 2080. Climate change is the
biggest threat to the realization of sustainable development, as climate risks are
more and more affecting both human communities and ecosystems. In addition,
it includes summaryof right principles and approaches that can reduce Lebanon’s
vulnerability to changes in climate and for reinforcing its ability to respond to
changes in a positive, productive way.

Despite its declining importance as an urgent national economic policy priority,
inflation will stillhave impacton wages, series of ranks and salaries, distribution
of wealth. Thus, the final chapter of this issue deals with the inflation problem in
Lebanon.



Introduction

Syrian crisis hasexacerbated the suffering of Lebanon due to the influx of
hundreds of thousands of Syrian and Palestinian refugees into Lebanon seekingout,
food, shelter, and job opportunities. Therefore, itis hosting more than 1.1 million
Syrian refugees according the last data released by UNHCR, this burdens far exceed
on Lebanon that on other hosting countries with respect to population number and
land area.

This influx of refugees since 2011 has put a large strainon the country’s economy
and infrastructure, which are inherently fragile, as well as delicate social balance.
According to World Bank the estimated cumulative losses of Lebanese economy
1s 7.5b USD by end-2014.

In order to overcome theseissues, the Lebanese government in collaboration with
national and international partners has elaborated a comprehensive and integrated
strategy to address long-term poverty and social tensions called "The Lebanon
Crisis Response Plan (LCRP)". Chapter one is devoted to give an overviewof the
key results achieved with this plan till the end of 2015.

Furthermore,non-governmental organizations and civil society organization
have gained legitimacy and influences worldwide; and undoubtedly, they have
an essential role in tackling our societies’ numerous issues. In the absence of the
effective state institutions civil society in Lebanon have played a major role in
addressing social and economic issues especially in the light of recent Syrian crisis.
Chapter two will presents the research findings of the survey that have conducted
by Transtec and funded by the EU as a part of "Regional Capacity building program
for Civil Society — South Facility", and aimed to provide a reliable information of
the state of civil society in Lebanon, in order to enhance their role in Lebanese
society.

Thegrowing global water demand and changing climate/rainfall
patternscoinciding with rapid population growth rate, pose a growing threat
to food security and poverty alleviation. In light of last local and international
studies, Lebanon is expected to have water shortage problems as demand from
domestic, industrial, agricultural users increases despite of its precipitation level
due to repeated and misguided government policies in water sector.
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