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in 2006 by the July war. Do the United States, Israel, and its Arab allies, particularly
the Gulf States, seek to achieve what they failed to achieve in the July 2006 war?
Militarily, the balance of power in the region does not match the American interests
despite the American economic strangulation war on the resistance axis in the
region, which has not achieved its goals yet. for that, what do the United States and
its allies bet on achieving the new Middle East order?

This text explains the Lebanese, Gulf, and regional scene on the eve of the July
war, during and after this war, as well as this explanation, proved the developments
of the Lebanese, Gulf, and regional scene. In this case, will the reading of this text
and the explanation of past scene (July war 2006) benefit in reading today’s scene
(2020), despite the transitions and changes that this era has been carried in the

balance of power on the two sides of the conflict?
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wars for “Israel”®, to uproot Hezbollah, disarming this group, and ending the
resistance in Lebanon within days. Also, Israel did not know the Arab regime’s
division towards this war to the limits that any Arab-Israeli wars had not known
before, as well as, Arab division expressed something about the disintegration,
collapse, and penetration that afflicted this regime and its inability to confront the
challenges and dangers facing the Arab world, especially since the American
occupation of Iraq.

This paper seeks to discuss the recent Israeli war on Lebanon, the way the Arab
regimes dealt with this war, specifically the Gulf states, and the attitudes of these
countries in the Arab-lIsraeli conflict in general. In this context, the paper will
discuss, the causes of war, objectives, results, the most prominent pillars and
approaches of the Arab Gulf states foreign policy towards that war, and thus
towards the Arab-Israeli conflict in general. Finally, we will present the most
prominent attitudes and roles that these countries have undertaken based on those
approaches. Besides, the study will address the role of both the Lebanese
government, the Lebanese authority, and the American administration in the war,
given that these two roles strongly overlap with the Gulf role, specifically the Saudi
role.

Years have passed since the July 2006 war to this day (2020), and events changed
in this era through the same track which events go in that war, as well as many
scenarios witnessed in that war have been repeated today, whether in the
Lebanese arena, on the Gulf arena or in the wider regional arena: The upsurge of
the attack on the resistance weapon in Lebanon, calling for the neutrality of
Lebanon, suffocating the resistance axis in the region to overthrow it, accelerating
the Arab normalization process, especially Gulf normalization, with Israel as a
prelude to ending the Palestinian issue, and creating the new Middle East order that

puts the region in the United States and Israel grip. Thus, this project was dropped

¢ A group of Israeli writers and strategic analysts, 33 Days of War on Lebanon: The Longest, Failed, and
Costly War, translated by Ahmad Abu Hadba (Beirut: Institute for Palestinian Studies, the Arab House of
Sciences - Publishers, 2006), the translator's introduction, p.11
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This was not the first time that the Islamic Resistance in Lebanon resorted to
implementing a military or security operation to relieve pressure on the Palestinian
front, given the difficulty of the reality on the ground and the weakness of the
Palestinian resistance logistical capabilities inside 1967 occupied part of Palestine,
in Lebanon the situation is different for the Islamic Resistance, even though part of
the Palestinian territories is bordered by two Arab countries, Jordan concerning the
West Bank and Egypt with the Gaza Strip.

In these circumstances, the Palestinian resistance did not expect that the
kidnapping of an Israeli soldier? to liberate thousands of Palestinian prisoners would
be followed by a comprehensive destructive war on the Gaza Strip to end the
Palestinian Authority features and topple the Hamas government, at the same time,
Hezbollah leadership did not think that the implementation of the “Truthful

Promise”*

operation in southern Lebanon which resulted in capturing two Israeli
soldiers, killing of three soldiers and wounding of 21 others>, will be followed by a

sixth Arab-Israeli war. This war was described as the longest, costly, and failed

3 On June 25, 2006, Palestinian resistance factions carried out an operation on an Israeli site in southern
Gaza under the name of “dispersed illusion”, resulting in the capture of an Israeli soldier, killing two other
soldiers and two martyrs of the attacking resistance fighters. Israel used this operation as an excuse to
launch its war on the Strip under the pretext of liberating the Israeli soldier, in response is inconsistent
with the nature of the declared goal, which shows that the actual dimensions of Israel operation on the
Strip were not merely freeing a captured soldier.

4 the name of the “truthful promise” on this process is inspired by the Lebanese and Arab popular
pressures and appeals that were directed to the leader of the Islamic Resistance, Secretary-General of
Hezbollah, Sayyid Hassan Nasrallah, to free the Lebanese and Arab prisoners in Israeli detentions and
prisons, headed by the dean of prisoners The martyr Samir Kuntar, who was still in Israeli prisons at the
time for more than 28 years.

Those people who were following the Lebanese and Arab press the day after the “truthful promise”
process realize the extent the Lebanese and Arab political and popular forces of various ideological
orientations were waiting for this process, as this operation represents the most feasible method for
liberating prisoners and the best response to the Israeli aggression against the Palestinian people in the
Gaza Strip. See in this regard: Diaries of the Israeli War on Lebanon 2006: The Dark Victory (Beirut: Arab
Information Center; and Assafir, 2006), pp. 50-52.

> Al-Diyar (Beirut), 13/7/2004.
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How can we defeat one of them badly, if we do not support the other to defeat him?
David Warmeriz

Introduction

On 12th of July 2006, a special unit of the Islamic Resistance Mujahideen in
southern Lebanon launched a military operation on the northern borders of the
occupied Palestinian territories in 1948 that aimed at kidnapping Israeli soldiers to
move the exchange process of the Lebanese Palestinians prisoners, and Arabs
ones, who are languishing in Israeli prisons and detention centers for years.

This operation came at a time when the Gaza Strip in Palestine entered the third
week of the Israeli military “Summer Rains” campaign, which began with the
systematic destruction of most of the infrastructure facilities in the Strip, including
electricity, water stations, bridges, roads, buildings of some ministries, and even
schools, kindergartens, playgrounds, hospitals, and residential homes. These acts
coincided with a campaign of arrests by the Israeli occupation forces targeting
Palestinian leaders in Gaza and the West Bank, which included more than one
hundred Palestinian political figures in one day, including more than 9 ministers and
24 deputies from the Hamas movement in the Palestinian parliament, these acts
aimed to topple the loyal Palestinian government that supports the Hamas
movement' after the failure of all American and Israeli efforts to topple that
government, through the political, economic, financial and living blockade policy
that has been practiced against the Palestinian people since Hamas came to power
in February 2006, and also through “democratic” legislative elections (with
conservatism)? that brought the movement’s candidates to parliament with a
majority.

' The War of Breaking Will between the Resistance and the Zionist American Project: Palestine and
Lebanon 2006 (Beirut: Arab Science House - Publishers, Islam Online. Net, 2006), pp. 15, 24, 30.

2 Despite the fraudulent media and financial support for the election campaigns of some anti-Hamas
parties in the elections, Hamas won those elections with the majority of the seats in the Palestinian
Parliament.
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