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multi-dimensional, national-regional model. This model should ensure the
development of solving local and regional crises, preserving political,
economic and social rights, safeguarding diversity, preventing division
and dependency, and achieving prosperity, prosperity, and improvement.

At the end of the conference, Arab and Iranian participants stressed their
enthusiasm and readiness to continue this dialogue for its necessity and
benefits, and which was demonstrated during the constructive discussions.
To that end, the Conference recommended the establishment of a
permanent secretariat for the Arab-lranian dialogue, as a framework for
communication, exchange of views and in-depth thinking on mutual
relations, its prospects and perspectives, at different levels and in all
fields.
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play a pivotal role, which is an additional pillar of the Iran-Arab
partnership.

The participants called for enabling the West Bank to be the main arena
for confrontation, which requires the Palestinian Authority not to be an
obstacle to this trend at a minimum.

Strengthening reconciliations within the region and reshaping regional
consensus between Turkey and Iran in particular will contribute to
securing a regional pillar for the Intifada within Palestine. The presence
and rise of resistance groups and powers in all surrounding countries and
the quest to enable the resistance and its people in the Gaza Strip, would
distract the Zionist effort, increase its depletion and exhaustion, and
enhance the morale of the Palestinian people. To that end, coordination at
the Asian-Islamic level, which represents an international and popular
lever, and can fill part of the Arab vacuum on the Palestinian issue, should
be intensified.

Conclusion

The Arab-lranian arena and its surroundings are one geopolitical,
economic and cultural unit. This is guided by history's lessons, facts and
experiences and is recognized by the common interests and benefits and
by the great goals and the supreme principles.

However, the journey of cooperation and partnership must first begin
ending crises and putting an end to the conflicts, and to deal with the
challenges facing us at the three levels: reforming the national state,
especially Arab ones, building a stable regional system, and dealing
efficiently with the risks and opportunities emanating from the
international regime and its transformations.

In the present circumstances, if it is impossible to achieve a broad regional
consensus on regional partnership, the independent powers in the region
can build their own possible agreements, albeit minimally, by creating a
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program) should take into consideration the basic principles of the
Palestinian people in order to fortify the Palestinian national position and
establish a new confrontation path that produces a Third Intifada against
the Zionist entity.

The participants stressed that the national reconciliation between the
Palestinian forces factions that represent the Palestinian people and
express their real ambitious and aspirations is the best way to face the US
president's decision on Jerusalem and face the dangerous plans and
projects that target the Palestinian cause and undermine it. This requires a
number of important steps, most notably: affirming the unity of Historic
Palestine as the ultimate right for the Palestinian people that does not
accept any negotiation, and to affirm the right of the Palestinian people to
exercise all forms of struggle against the occupation. Also, to continue
activating the public resistance and to strengthening its capabilities, and
stopping the security coordination with the occupation in all its forms;
emphasizing on the constants of the Palestinian people in Jerusalem-al-
Quds and the right of return and the right to restore all Palestinian
territories. Severing relations with the “Zionist entity” would also be
beneficial as well as rejecting the transitional solutions or interim phases,
and condemning and rejecting Trump's decision and working towards
defeating it.

Since the strength of the Zionist entity is based on the fact that it is a
Western imperial project that strikes and targets all the populations of the
region, it is required in return that the resistance bloc be a large one. That
Is why the Palestinian cause must be understood as a much bigger issue
than the Palestinians themselves; nonetheless, the Palestinians must be at
the forefront. The structures on which the Israeli project relies on inside
and outside Palestine must be dismantled and its foundations should be
undermined and replaced by new foundations that reproduce the patriotic
national ideals. In this context, political and diplomatic efforts should be
strengthened to contain the expansion of the "lIsraeli” role in surrounding
regions, especially in Africa. This enables the Arab Maghreb countries to
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What increases the risk of this announcement is that it comes as a prelude
to accomplishing what has been named as “The Deal of the Century”.

This deal aims not only to end the Palestinian cause and the legitimate
rights of the Palestinian people, but also to create a new regional context
that works to overcome the failures of the colonial project in the region by
creating opportunities for the Zionist entity to achieve regional integration
at all levels. This effort reinvigorates the idea of a “New Middle East” that
the enemy has put forward two decades ago and now raised again with
more support from some regional powers.

The conference warned that American and Zionist strategies relating to
the region do not hide their declared or implicit bet on expanding the
Arab-Iranian rift. This rift is an indispensable condition for ending the
Palestinian cause, creating further disparity in the balance of power
between the enemy and its surroundings and rearranging alliances and
alignments in the region in contrary to the region’s values, interests,
civilization and history.

The Conference also warned of the efforts of some Arab countries to
normalize relations with the Israeli enemy as such normalization
constitutes a major barrier in the face of cooperation and common security
of the Arab and Islamic nations. Such efforts, hold magnified danger
because they are in response to external pressure serving the interests and
goals of hegemonic powers, and they are coordinated with the Zionist
entity to attack and conspire on the resistance and national regimes. In this
context, the projects against normalization are only complemented by
strengthening of cultural and diplomatic efforts, both formal and informal,
to expose the racist practice of “Israel” and its brutality to the international
public opinion, in alliance with elites and civil initiatives in the West that
share this cause with us.

The participants pointed out that the Palestinian national interest requires
working to rebuild the internal Palestinian situation, proceeding to achieve
national reconciliation, ending the split and division among the
Palestinian people, agreeing on a political agenda. This agenda (work
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Fourth: The Israeli threat to the future of the Palestinian cause and
regional cooperation

The question of Palestine and its capital Jerusalem-al-Quds is the central
cause for the Arab and Islamic worlds. This cause and the conflict with
the Zionist enemy is an opportunity to unite Arab and Islamic efforts,
since the main enemy of the entire region is the Zionist project because of
what it resembles of aggression and hegemony and because no Arab or
Persian, Turk, or other being is safe from its plans. This cause is one of
the pillars of the Arab-lranian cooperation and partnership and a
fundamental point of intersection of interests and principles, especially
since lran, after the victory of the Islamic Revolution, has contributed
greatly in rebalancing the Arab-Israeli conflict despite the siege,
pressures, threats and interventions it has suffered from.

The conference stressed that confronting the Zionist project should be the
central cause of the Arab and Islamic region, states and peoples, on which
no two sects of the nation differ. Therefore, the Conference considers that
the existence of the Zionist entity in the heart of the region constitutes a
permanent threat to security, stability and development. “Israel” is the
primary reason of tension, the main generator of fabricated conflicts in the
region, and a bridge for regional and international interventions.

In this context, the conference discussed the declaration of US President
Donald Trump regarding the status of Jerusalem-al-Quds as the capital of
the Israeli entity, and the direct dangers it poses to the Palestinian cause.
This decision represents a stark challenge to the historical and geographic
right of Muslims and Christians in this holy city. The Conference
considered that even this declaration is a dangerous step; we should deal
with it as an important opportunity to restore the position of Palestinian
cause, since it is the central issue of the nation, and redirects the course of
the conflict again with the usurper and occupational Zionist entity. It is a
chance to activate the engagement of all components of the Palestinian
people and their factions in this confrontation.

19



interests with these forces, both materially in terms of wealth (energy
resources), geography (sea lanes), or geo-strategy (weakening American
power). This is in addition to the moral and intellectual levels, where
Asian-Eastern culture and identity is much closer, more harmonious and
more capable to interact with the region’s cultures and prevailing values.
The Arab-Islamic civilization is more capable of interacting and
exchanging with other Eastern civilizations because of the shared features
and due to the current absence of a cultural hegemony project among
these civilizations.

In addition, there should be openness toward powers that are increasingly
powerful within the international order, whether in the form of regional
poles such as Brazil and South Africa, or in the form of alternative
international and regional forums and frameworks such as the “BRICS
groups”, the “Shanghai Cooperation Organization” and the “Asian
Infrastructure Investment Bank”. In parallel, there should be a lobbying
effort to reform the institutions of the current international order, such as
United Nations, International Monetary Fund, World Bank and World
Trade Organization (WTO). This reform should be based on genuine
partnership in decision-making and managing these organs and its
projects, and on the adoption of full equality in committing to these
Institutions’ obligations.

The participants affirmed that this openness to the emerging powers does
not mean replacing the American hegemony with another one, but rather it
should be clearly aimed at a qualitative change in the performance of the
international powers within the region. This requires, primarily, broad
regional understandings. Therefore, the level of partnership, cooperation
and openness to any international power is linked to the extent in which
our peoples and countries interests are achieved: promoting regional
stability and economic, developmental and cultural cooperation,
respecting the national sovereignty of States, understanding the regional
national security requirements and creating opportunities for the transfer
of science, knowledge, technology and expertise to the regional countries.
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of the power fragmentation among many states and non-state actors.
Therefore, all compelled nations have an extraordinary opportunity to re-
position themselves in the international regime based on new foundations.

A number of participants inferred to these transformations based on the
experiences of last years’ events in the region, where a big rise in the roles
of international powers opposing Washington were recognized. China and
Russia are the most obvious examples, and which have been able to
impose restrictions and limits on the role and the interests of the United
States. Washington's allies themselves have also moved to a “loose”
alliance with Washington, allowing them to draw a way of
communication and understanding with Russia, China and some European
powers. The policies of the Trump administration have also increased the
gap between the United States and the Europeans, which could be an
opportunity to reshaping a balanced relationship between our region and
Europe, instead of Europe being just an extension of American interests.

Continuing to bet on and follow US power goes against international
transformations, and puts the region in the face of more tensions, and
misses enormous opportunities for cooperation with emerging powers in a
moment it is looking for partners to cooperate and integrate with. This
does not mean, according to some participants, to adopt an isolation
policy from the international system nor to ignore the differences within
the West, nor to deny the existence of positive spaces within the Western
scope. Instead, it means that we have the ability and vision to deal with
the United States, the West, and international institutions on conditions
that serve the interests of peoples of our region and enhance their ability
to rise. To do so, we should be able to find alternatives within the
international stage that can provide us with margins for maneuver, options
for selection and partnerships to share benefits.

The conference affirmed that heading East is based not only on current
facts, but also on the fact that Western Asia and the Arab world have a
historical heritage and experience in terms of mutual relations with
Eurasian powers such as China, India and Russia. Our region shares deep
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Third: International Projects and Roles in the Region: How to
Approach them?

The conference has assured that American dominion and hegemony in the
region, at least since the end of the Cold War, has had disastrous
consequences on the states and the peoples of the region. America’s
regional policy is completely contrary to the interests of the populations in
the region. Whether in its absolute support for Israeli military superiority
and occupation, or in its interference in the internal affairs of states, it
aims to protect functional elites by the subordination of regional
economies to neoliberal policies through authoritarianism and
international institutions, or by driving regional states into exhaustive
policies — that lead to regional and local conflicts. This is in an attempt to
contain the resistance and independence forces, or the attempt to destroy
moral values and the culture of the local communities by “Americanizing”
it.

All in all, American oppression relies on direct tools such as the military
and security presence within the region, and indirect channels such as
proxy elites and affiliate regimes, local and international non-
governmental institutions and structures, in addition to the Israeli
aggression tools. Therefore, the disengagement of the system of
oppression requires weakening and isolating its local bases by providing
political, economic and cultural alternatives capable of meeting the needs
of the populations and the requirements for advancement. It also requires
building networks of alternatives at the international level.

The participants have agreed that the international order is passing
through an unprecedented historical transformation since the end of World
War I1. This order is in the process of moving towards a more multilateral
and balanced formula, where many central powers around the world are
rising in face of the US which -although is still maintaining its forefront —
IS witnessing a decline in both its hard and soft powers, and losing its
ability to take unilateral initiatives. The nature of international relations is
also providing additional opportunities for challenging US power because
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that adopt policies triggering chaos and war, which is being practiced
recently by a number of Gulf countries.

The regional partnership project requires extensive efforts by elites
committed to this project, through the dissemination of knowledge,
thoughts and discourse that produce new definitions of interests and
identities that would push towards its integration and harmony. People
within the region should approach their identities based on what is
common between them, where those identities must be open and inclusive
and not exclusionary. The material and moral benefits of partnership
projects must become part of the academic, political, and media discourse.
This responsibility rests on the elites and the civil and specialized
institutions in the first place, and this leads to filling the vacuum created
by the absence of official efforts. The hearts and minds of the people in
the region must be gained to support regional partnership, through a
process of reshaping the culture and collective awareness of the social
components in the region’s states. The faith of the regional populations in
the option of regional partnership will offer this concept impetus, public
support and double momentum.

In fact, we are facing a mission of building bridges to strengthen mutual
understanding, correct misconceptions, maximize every existing common
prospect and explore every hidden one, and to review policies and
options. In all this, we can start from issues that are less tense and more
relevant to the interests of people such as economy, development and
scientific cooperation, counter-extremist terrorism, constraining sectarian
and ethnic hatred speeches, supporting the Palestinian cause and engaging
in reconstruction efforts in countries that are suffering civil wars since
2011. Despite the challenges and obstacles that it faces by some states and
the regional context, this track of regional partnership is considered as the
first priority and a necessary condition for regional progress that makers
the region able to contribute in the future of the world, at a moment of
great transformation taking place within the international order.
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The participants asserted the severe dangerous impacts of identity and
cultural forms of political divisions within the region, especially sectarian
hatred discourses. These discourses push people towards irrational and
misleading actions that exaggerate the secondary disputes to become
central ones, that can only be resolved by eliminating the “others” whom
we share deep interests and great ties within cultural, historical,
geographical, and social aspects. However, the discussions showed that
hatred and hostility discourses on a cultural basis are one of the symptoms
of the regions’ crises, and not a cause for it. The main contradiction that
we should all face together is the “Isracli occupation” that we must engage
with it as a zero- sum conflict. Therefore, the Palestinian cause should be
the priority over any competition between regional axes.

Just as fragmentation and regional divisions have a social content, so
unity and partnership as a project against imperialism, should have a
social content, as the conference noticed. Therefore, the relationship
between the global colonial forces and the Zionist entity on one hand and
some regional states on the other, is not only an inter-regime relationship,
but also a relationship between the existing social structures in those
states, structures that should be dismantled. Building a regional bloc is
primarily a historical action that needs a social dimension, public support
and an economic model that protects those supporters’ share in the
national income. The hegemonic project is based on regimes that are often
a front to social structures, whose the foundations of their economic
existence must be seriously undermined.

The conference stressed that the fragmentation of the Arab world and the
decline of its central states and the absence of an “Active Arab Center” -
capable of initiating positively within the region beside powerful non-
Arab states such as Iran and Turkey- is a dilemma that hinders the path of
regional partnership in general, and the Arab-Iranian partnership in
particular. Therefore, the rise of one or more “Center states” in the Arab
Orient and Maghreb countries will be a positive element in rebalancing
the Arab sphere and would control the behavior of other Arab countries
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up approach). Creating facts and realities at the popular levels will put the
decision-makers under pressure to work on this project. The cooperation
and partnership projects between local communities, NGOs, academic and
youth exchange programs and building platforms for cultural and
scientific interaction, will have a profound impact on preparing the
regional environment. At this point, Arab benefits from the scientific leap
of the Islamic Republic of Iran and its readiness to make this great wealth
available to the populations of the region.

The participants focused on giving the youth the space and the possibility
to play a central role in this project for what they represent as a building
force, improvement, vitality, and influence. In addition to that, there is a
necessity to focus on the easier issues for cooperation and partnership
such as education, sports, environmental and scientific researches,
medicine, tourism, and development. In this context, the technological
revolution and communication should be used to create platforms for
interaction and exchange among influential youth in every domain.

The ambitious vision of regional partnership does not ignore obstacles and
restrictions but rather recognizes them to overcome them and look at the
opportunities. These restrictions exist due to the historical residue of
empires and the forms of governance that alternated the region in light of
occupation and colonialism, the rise of isolationist identities. In addition,
there is also the spread of sectarian, ethnic and nationalist hatred
discourses, the destructive wars especially in the Arab Orient, and the
alignment of a group of influential Arab states to the occupation project.
In this context, the war and tension in Syria and lrag should be
extinguished, as this would have an effect on reducing mutual
mobilization and open the doors for national reconciliation that
rereinforces the positions of the powers that supports regional partnership.
As an outcome, building a regional partnership regime that works on an
accumulative basis is a project that needs vision, political will, and
sustainable action.
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This partnership requires political will, but more importantly, it needs
physical cross-border infrastructure linking the interests of the region’s
peoples among each other. This point grabbed the attention of participants
who stressed on the necessity of establishing projects that promote
exchange and transfer of individuals, goods, capital, and services between
regional states, which requires huge investments to build regional
networks of infrastructure. The economic networking and human
communication eased by these networks, will strengthen the common
identity of region’s peoples and contribute to the pacification and
resolution of a wide range of tensions, stimulate policies of cooperation
and integration, and reduce the desire, capacity, and ability to use violence
in the regional sphere.

The participants identified a set of principles for building a system of
regional partnership: (a) facing the Israeli occupation in the Arab
territories particularly in Palestine, (b) supporting the Palestinian cause,
(c) refusing to engage in international hegemonic projects in the region,
represented by the United States today, (d) preventing any unilateral
change of state borders , hoping that the regional cooperation will make
the geographical boundaries closer to symbolic ones, (e) avoiding
violence and threats as a means to resolving interstate disputes, (f) no
intervening in internal affairs of sovereign of states, (g) committing in
negotiations and dialogues during conflicts, (h) engaging in economic and
development cooperation projects, (i) promoting the respect of human
rights and individual freedom, diversity of communities that should be
enabled to express their cultural, (j) strengthening the power of law and
the rules of justice, (k) rejecting all forms of marginalization and
discrimination (based on identity or class or culture or political) and
confronting speeches which evoke hatred that stopping these forms, (I)
and maximizing common cultural and historical values that unite the
states of the region.

The formation of the regional partnership framework and track, as agreed
on by participants, cannot be based only on formal tracks (bilateral and
multilateral), but at this preliminary stage, also on informal tracks (down-
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transformed into a common issue no matter how simple or complicated it
Is. Then, we mobilize resources and prepare a solid group to transform
every common issue into a more ambitious and common project. This
partnership does not require symmetry between its constituents, but it
must be based on accepting differences and diversity except when it is
about major principles and common interests endorsed by mutual
recognition.

The actors who are qualified to join the path of regional partnership are
those who proved their presence, role, willingness, and ability to commit
themselves to facing the main fundamental challenges facing the region,
specifically the Israeli threat, the US’s imperialist role, and Takfiri
terrorism. In addition, there are the actors who have developed
experiences of civilization and political progress and adopted an agenda of
independence, which makes them able to contribute — with their
experiences, resources, and influence — in strengthening the project of
regional partnership. In this context, and in line with the changes in
intentional politics, it is no longer possible to rely solely on states
especially in light of the national states’ weaknesses in the region.
Therefore, popular forces (non-state actors), non-governmental
organizations, which meet the above conditions, might constitute a
indispensable role in this project.

The conference pointed out that this is a balanced partnership in all its
dimensions. Therefore, even it does not ignore the interest of political
regimes interests; its main objective is to achieve the interests of the
peoples in the region. In addition, it is not a partnership that is confined to
security and defense issues, but at its core lays the issue of development,
economy, and culture. This project is not just between states - despite their
centrality- it is also a project for all social and civil actors, elites, and
private sector. Moreover, it is not limited to consensus on principles,
values, standards, and culture, but it leans on a solid base of mutual
interests.
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pragmatism even if there are sustainable problems in different cases.
Thus, the independent powers should follow a positive initiative policy to
accommodate the parties willing to cooperate and engage based on a
balance of interests, at the minimum stage.

The participants considered that we are witnessing a historical opportunity
where ancient civilizations of the region are returning to the international
stage. The region’s people, elites and rulers should recognize and believe
in this opportunity, which is reinforced by: (a) the decline of the US
project, (b) the weakness of the pro- US Arab regimes (axis of domination
and occupation), and their persistent failure in issues extending from
political partnership to development, (c) the rationalization of the policies
of some major regional states, (d) testing the limits of military power in
several fields, (e) the impact of the “Arab spring” that changed the region
forever, to the point of no return, (f) the mutual interest of the region’s
powers in achieving an economic and development progress that would
contain popular displeasure, (g) the loss of strategic initiative of the Israeli
enemy in the region, (h) the return of the Palestinian cause to constitute a
major part of the regional agenda after recent US-Israeli resolutions.

All the participants agreed that Iranian-Arab partnership is a key
guarantee for building a better future for the people of the region and
generating stability and peace. It also enhances common benefits from the
resources of the region, preserving national independence, protecting
diversity and variety, and defeating the malicious attempts to establish an
Israeli-Arab axis in order to compensate the losses that encountered the
hegemonic project. In addition, this partnership can be seen as part of a
wider regional partnership and the rise of the East, and enable us to
conduct fair and balance relations with the West, capitalist center, and
Neoliberal structures.

This path towards regional partnership begins with a group of powers that
adopt the option of partnership and meet, despite their diversity, on
believing in integration and in its basic principles. This path will always
be open for those who decide to join and work on every issue that can be

10



In general, building a nation state requires a realistic approach to the
problems and challenges ahead, such as foreign interference, internal
partnership and identity coherence. This should be initiated from realistic
and historical experiences, not from virtual assumptions and hopes, and
must use different cognitive approaches to understand the crisis of Arab
nation states that did not match what the initial leaders wanted them to be,
turning into vulnerable and dependent states. Currently, what is required is
to have a break from the founding moment of the nation state that was a
reflection of the balance of external powers and colonialists interests;
furthermore, it should express the expectations and ambitions of the
people in the region.

Second: Regional Relationships from Balancing to Partnership

The conference has emphasized that building a regional partnership,
starting with the partnership between Iran and Arabs, is a necessity and a
clear reality; otherwise, the inevitable alternative is war and distraction,
with no other option. This trend is recognized by international
transformations where regionalism is expanding all over the world and
redefining number of key concepts such as The State-Nation, sovereignty
and national borders, and even the Imperial Empires. Abandoning the
unproductive, zero - sum game of balance of power, which leads only to
tensions, crises and wars, can only be reached by creating bases for
cooperation. These bases help regional actors to discover their mutual
interests, share burdens and responsibilities, and submit to collective
standards, institutions, and regimes; thus moves the region from the
concept of “The Stronger State” to “The Stronger Region”.

The conference has ensured that the discourse of common interests should
overcome that of private identities; meanwhile, the common interests are
based on rationalizing disputes and bypassing differences. Therefore,
disputes should not prevent the search for and intermingling of interests,
as in the case of lranian-Turkish, Iranian-Emirati, and Turkish-Iraqi
relations. That means there is a chance to build partnership basing on
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demands of engagement with larger spaces of cooperation, partnership,
and regional integration. The aim of all of this, is building a state that
responds to its people's ambitions in all aspects, and is not concerned with
protecting its power more than being concerned in empowering its
citizens. It is a state of protection, responsibility, and capability, not a
fierce state domestically and a dependent state outside.

However, reaching a solid model of the national state is not possible
without linking it to a wider project, a unified Arab nationalistic one
according to some participants, a regional or Islamic one, according to
others; in order to restore balance and move forward again. Moreover, the
fruitful discussion about the issues of “state” and regional affairs requires
an internal depth that would shield it from consequences of foreign
interferences, and prevent the transformation of our problems and issues
into international ones as usual.

The conference asserted that thinking about nation state and its problems
and future, should consider awareness of the long-term American
Intensions in the region. On top of those intentions lies the alignment with
the Israeli entity's interests and some regional capitals' desires seeking to
destabilize the national security of main regional states (Egypt, Syria,
Iran, and Iraq), to threaten its unity and stability or to control it, and strike
the resistance.

Understand the nation state's problem and renewing its structure and
solidifying its bonds, is not possible without an “internal” social capital to
rely on while consolidating the legitimacy of the governing authority, and
also requires a multidimensional awareness to the state’s political, social,
economic, and geopolitical roles. That is because a state cannot be
powerful, steady, and prospering internally if it is vulnerable, marginal,
and dependent on the regional and international arena and vice versa. The
same applies to analyzing the situation of the region at the global level. A
national state cannot be a source of stability and a key of security and
cooperation, unless it detaches from the acts of neglect and exclusion, and
unless it was aware of considering public regional interests in its options.



participants, was for states that consolidated “complex nationalism” based
on a combination of geographic unity, and social diversity. These states
expand the margins of cultural rights, but restrain “political contractors
and adventurers” from using secondary identities internally or externally
to serve their interests.

To exit the era of crisis to that of reconstruction, it is necessary to start
from the common denominators that bring together the main players in the
region, who express common values and interests. In this regard, those
actors must concede as much as they possibly can especially in minor
Issues, and avoid narratives, invitations, and policies based on ideological
and dogmatic polarization that provoke tensions, and to make sure that
their goals are compatible with their fundamental intentions.

If it is not possible to fortify the Arab state and solidify its foundations in
the current difficult situations, then powers of independence are supposed
to be prepared to constitute the core of regional and national social
contract. This way, it will be able to strengthen its auto-immunity against
external involvement and influence, to surpass its internal conflict, and
adopt internal reform approaches and an external vision that includes at its
core the major issues and on top of it the Palestinian Cause.

In this context, the participants in the conference emphasized the need of a
successful model of a nation state that can inspire a process of reform and
develop the conditions of regional states that do not seem to have
propitious signs in light of the conflicts, tensions, divisions, and wars that
the region is going through. Still, the mentioned powers of independence
are primarily and historically responsible for finding this model. They
have several common principles, mainly resisting occupation, confronting
aggression, abandoning extremism and actions of intolerance, and calling
for reformation.

This model is based on citizenship and conserving the main rights,
sovereignty, and independence of internal decision. It is supposed to be
dedicated to unity among entities’, and to achieve development on high
levels, insure public freedoms. In addition, it should conform to the
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Some participants considered that the economic progress of the regional
states - which is an indispensable condition for its social stability, political
development, and maturity of its interrelations - could not be achieved
through the available national resources only. This progress also requires
broader regional partnerships in a path in which the governments
determine the goals and ends, and the private sector implements.

Furthermore, the conference stated the national elite’s role in either the
progress of its societies and independence of its decisions, or its fallback
and tardiness. It also noticed that the dependence of the media, social,
cultural, intellectual, political, and economic elites and the shaping of
their roles by regional and international actors, has harmed the growth of
national societies and hindered the building of internal consensus and the
formation of national support for development and progress,
and prevented reaching the needed maturity for constructive
communication. In most cases, those external-funded and supported elites
are being used for the sake of foreign interests to prevent positive
transformation or to deviate it.

For this reason, hegemonic powers work on creating a civil infrastructure,
which is parallel or integrated with national civil society, in order to use it
to restrain or control the transitions, or increase the national, religious,
sectarian, and ethnic gaps and tensions. The impacts of such acts are
mostly apparent in the case of Arab-Iranian relations. As some have
expressed, it is hard to describe the current situation of the Arab states, if
we ignore the role of the dependent elite in establishing weak penetrated
states that are submitting to the global unofficial American empire and
abide to its power and soft wars.

The conference’s call for the unity of the countries of the region as an
effective solution to current wars and conflicts, in addition to the refusal
of projects of division, is based on both the principal position of the
participants and global experiences. For example, federal systems have
given some dominant groups the chance of mobilization and recruitment
on sectarian and ethnic bases. While success, according to some



The discussions pointed out that the vulnerability of the Arab state is the
main hindrance for progress in the Iranian-Arab relations to the required
levels of parity and equality. This vulnerability is not attributed to the
ambiguities encountering lranian-Arab relations, but to foreign and
external interferences - with the conditions and obligations that
accompany it — that have created an inconvenient environment to develop
these relations, and prevented several Arab states from benefitting from
the economic, commercial, cultural, and scientific opportunities that exist
in the relations with Tehran.

The participants noted that most of the regional states had emerged in the
last mid-century, they neither acquired real independence, nor made
progress and development with fixed steps. This was mainly due to
external interference and the implantation of the enemy state of Israel in
the center of the region, to prevent the unity of its constituents. Other
structural reasons are related to the absence of constitutions based on
broad, deep, and internal consensus, the absence of rule of law, and the
lack of social justice and confiscation of the people’s rights in constituting
power and assigning this right to foreign hegemonic actors and internal
authoritarian ones.

The economical factor is one of the causes that we cannot ignore, whether
in analyzing state strength or vulnerability and their impact on the region,
or in searching for the common interests in regional relations. Most of the
participants showed the negative role of the neo-liberal policies that
exacerbated poverty and inequality instead of achieving development.
Thus, unemployment spread especially among the youth and university
graduates. These policies led to unconditional integration within a global
system that contains the seeds of new imperialism. This transformation
inflamed social anger and created an unstable environment that
contributed in deepening the internal divisions, spreading separation and
violence in the region’s states and its societies.



bonds between peoples of the region based on clear rules of common
interests and unanimous principles.

First: National State: Independence, Partnership, and Identity
Coherence

The conference sees that the independent national state that builds its
power and capability on legitimacy derived from the people is a
fundamental pillar for regional stability, cooperation, and interaction. It is
an indispensable condition to build proper and balanced relations between
Arab countries and their neighbors, and to face internal conflicts and
external conspiracies. Therefore, nation states must lean on a new social
contract that includes pluralism and liberties from one side, prosperity and
welfare from another, and on the requirements of national security and
effective geopolitical strategy from another.

Although the current nation state is not flawless and it is hard to
modernize its foundations in the current circumstances, it is still the final
defense line against internal and external dangers according to many
participants. It guarantees inclusive citizenship and prevents the retreat
into more ethnic, sectarian, and identity fragmentations. Additionally, it is
qualified, if constructed on proper foundations, to recognize its interests
maturely, distinguish between enemies and friends, and weave
constructive rational ties and useful partnerships with other countries.

The participants discussed the Iranian role in the region, and whether it
involves interference in the internal affairs of other countries, or it is a
natural and predictable presence within the framework of normal
interaction and mutual influence. Especially that this role - namely in
countries exposed to both Zionist and Takfiri threats - is carried out by
legal means to reach legitimate ends.



In this context, the conference discussed the means of establishing a
national state based on inclusive nationalism, internal participation, and
exterior partnership. A state that defines its national security through
regional cooperation, and refusal of foreign hegemony and Israeli
occupation, protects its sovereignty, acknowledges other states’
sovereignty, and seeks mainly to attain public welfare and dignity.

How can we achieve this desired state that faces today three main
challenges in the Arab world: heteronomy, marginalization, and shattering
of national identity? Who are the powers that are able to build a solid
ground to attract other states into more convergence, and partnership away
from conflicts and tensions? And how to readjust the local and regional
contexts to adapt with the international system’s transformations and the
transition of its power into Eurasia and regional and international poles
around the world at the expense of the western community which is
passing through its worst conditions since World War 11?

Since the question is about a common future, then the challenge presented
by the Israeli occupation should be considered an obstacle to this
approach. It is a challenge for the national security of all regional states in
addition to its aggressions against religious shrines and humane values.
This challenge  stipulates holding a discussion on the main defense line
“The Palestinian Cause” and the American efforts by the Trump
administration to Judaize Jerusalem and pulverize the project of the
Palestinian state. Thus, there should be more approaches amplifying
regional efforts that support resistance to contain normalization projects,
and to bring the issue of the Israeli threat back to the heart of regional
discussions and speeches.

Of the interventions, discussions, and dialogues that pervaded in the
conference, some agreements regarding the mentioned issues were
reached, other issues were cleared, and obscured issues were highlighted.
All this played a role in creating a strong intellectual - political ground
among Arabs themselves, and between Arabs and Iranians, to create



The second Arabs-Iran dialogue conference “Towards a Common Future:
Security, Stability, and Cooperation” was held in the Lebanese capital
Beirut. The two day conference, held on the 17" and 18" of January 2018
was organized by the Consultative Center for Studies & Documentation
(Lebanon), Andishe Sazan Nour Center (lran) and Institute for Strategic
Studies (Iran). In addition to the opening and closing sessions, the
conference included three discussion sessions titled: the National State,
Regional Cooperation, and International Projects. Later, a special session
on the Palestinian Cause was conducted and included two topics: Trump’s
declaration on Jerusalem (Al-Quds) and the future and stipulations of the
third Intifada . Around one hundred political, academic, and intellectual
figures from Iran, Lebanon, and the Arab world participated in the
conference.

The title of the conference expresses the need for all parties to express
common thoughts that contribute to advocating a new regional system that
would transfer “West Asia and the Arab World” from a state of
confrontation, warfare, and competition, that is sometimes imposed by
foreign actors, into a state of stability, cooperation, and partnership in the
region. This allows for the emergence of an appropriate environment for
regional stability, progress, and advancement. However, building
consensus regarding the regional system is not without difficulties and
constraints.

The thesis of this conference is based on the notion that the establishment
and stability of the new regional system must be a part of a
comprehensive pyramid, where at its base exists a strong, capable and fair
“united national state”, which guarantees the main individual and
collective rights. At the top of this pyramid, is the “International System”
which our region must take part in building, so it can achieve its long-term
goals. To reach these goals we must get out of the vicious circle of zero-
sum games among regional forces, into a broad partnership-based
approach.
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