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drug trafficking. The chapter monitors the circumstances and historical context
of the development of the accusation and its adoption by American institutions,

including the US Congress.

The fourth chapter presents the stages of incitement against Hezbollah's alleged
role in what is called "terrorism" and organized crime in the tri-border region
between Argentina, Brazil and Paraguay, in an attempt to understand the
context in which the accusations against Hezbollah and the Shiite diaspora that
has inhabited that region for decades developed. The chapter reviews the concept
of “securitization”, which was used to demonize the Shiite community in the tri-
border area, and then deals with the three eras of incitement in the hearings
(2005-2018), while shedding light on the most prominent gaps in the propagated
narrative carried on by US officials, journalists, and academics, who claimed

there’s an operational presence of Hezbollah in the tri-border area.

As for the fifth and final chapter, it deals with allegations of a role for Hezbollah
in Venezuela, Peru, Mexico and Colombia, analyses them in terms of context and
objectives, and reveals their contradictions and fragility, with a focus on
Venezuela in particular, in which the ruling regime was accused of providing a
ground and operational base for Hezbollah to use it to operate in the whole Latin
American continent. The chapter deals with allegations about ties between
Hezbollah, Mexican and Colombian drug cartels, and the FARC (Revolutionary
Armed Forces of Colombia) organization, and analyses them in connection with
the agenda of the American right wing, which was seeking to promote its
political agenda based on intimidating U.S. public opinion, through claiming that

Hezbollah poses danger to U.S. national security.



process of fabricating such allegations and revealing their mechanisms and
channels. The content of the book is based on a review, study, and investigation
of dozens of hearings held by various committees of the U.S. Congress on
Hezbollah, bills, executive orders, statements from the U.S. Department of Justice,
statements from U.S. officials, articles by experts and academics, and press

reports.

The book consists of five chapters, each with an introduction and conclusion.
The first chapter presents statistical data on dozens of hearings held in various
congressional committees between 2005 and 2018, during which allegations of a
role for Hezbollah in Latin America were raised. The chapter sheds light on the
work of the House Foreign Affairs Committee and its leadership in this regard,
revealing Zionist financial support to the electoral campaigns of few members of
the committee during their leadership tenure. As for the second chapter, it
contains data and figures about the background of the research centers whose
experts testified in the hearings, with a focus on their budgets and programs, and
the amount of financial assets invested in them to produce narratives about
Hezbollah and its alleged global activities. The second chapter also contains the
biographies of the “experts” who participated in the aforementioned hearings to

incite about an alleged role for Hezbollah in Latin America.

As for the third chapter of the book, it deals with in-depth research about the
roots of the accusations levelled against Hezbollah of drug trafficking, where a
historical tracing process took place investigating the accusation in the Zionist
entity from the beginning, how it was transmitted to the United States, and what
was alleged about the existence of a religious fatwa by Hezbollah that allows its
operatives to traffic in drugs aiming to “target The Americans and the Jews”. The
content of Chapter 3 can be considered as a reference document for anyone

seeking to check the origins of the alleged accusation that Hezbollah deals with



Introduction

In recent years in the United States, accusations alleging Hezbollah's
involvement in drug trafficking, money laundering, criminal activity and
organized crime have escalated significantly, in addition to the old accusation of
terrorism. The accusations were not limited to press reports or narratives being
circulated in the news. Rather, the matter reached the extent of the US
Department of Justice's announcement in October 2018 designating Hezbollah as
a transnational criminal organization. This designation reflected an American
decision to leverage the confrontation with Hezbollah, by adding it to the war of

sanctions and targeted designations within the lists of so-called “terrorism”.

The United States is exerting enormous resources and efforts to link Hezbollah
with the western hemisphere, in Latin America, taking advantage of the
remarkable presence of Lebanese diaspora in Latin American countries. This link
enables the mobilization of U.S. public opinion against Hezbollah, through
claiming that the party is active in the “back yard” of the United States; which
means it represents a direct and immediate threat to the American homeland
security, as well as paving the way for alleged links between Hezbollah and a
host of criminal activities sweeping the American continent, such as drug
trafficking, money laundering and transnational criminal activities. Based on
this systematic campaign, the Directorate of Strategic Studies at the Consultative
Center for Studies and Documentation launched a research project in 2019, the
outcome of which was this reference book on the issue of linking Hezbollah to

the “world of organized crime” and “terrorism” in Latin America.

This book aims to present and review the U.S. allegations about Hezbollah's
relationship with drug cartels, human trafficking groups, smuggled goods, and

money laundering organizations in Latin America, and to understand the
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