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7 Kaleji, V. (2021). Iran Drives Development of Persian Gulf-Black Sea International Transport and
Transit Corridor. The James Town Foundation , 18(112). Retrieved Nov 28, 2022, from
https://jamestown.org/program/iran-drives-development-of-persian-gulf-black-sea-international-
transport-and-transit-corridor/

*® Babajanyan, M. (2021). Toward the implementation of “Persian Gulf-Black Sea” International
Corridor: Opportunities and Obstacles. Caucasus Watch. Retrieved from

https://caucasuswatch.de/news/4468 html
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9 The Persian Gulf-Black Sea Transit Corridor: Developing a Transport Diplomacy. (2021, May 29).
Retrieved from Tarabaran:

https://tarabaran.com/the-persian-gulf-black-sea-transit-corridor-developing-a-transport-

diplomacy/
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*° Ruta, M., Dappe, M. H,, Zhang, C.,, & Churchill, E. (2019, December 13). Belt and Road Economics:
Opportunities and Risks of Transport Corridors. Retrieved from World Bank:
https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/regional-integration/publication/belt-and-road-economics-
opportunities-and-risks-of-transport-corridors?qterm_test=persian+gulf+black+sea

* Iran Drives Development of Persian Gulf-Black Sea International Transport and Transit Corridor,
14.07.2021, https://jamestown.org/program/iran-drives-development-of-persian-gulf-black-sea-

international-transport-and-transit-corridor/
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* “Armenia is interested in the Persian Gulf-Black Sea transport corridor.” Ararat Mirzoyan's speech.
(2022, October 20). Radar. Am. https://radar.am/en/news/politics-2532598718/

 Baghirov, O. (2020, September 28). Persian Gulf and Black Sea transport corridor and its implications
for the South Caucasus. Foreign Policy News. https://foreignpolicynews.org/2019/09/27/persian-gulf-
and-black-sea-transport-corridor-and-its-implications-for-the-south-
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*4 James Jay Carafano & Silviu Nate, “The West Should Welcome the Middle Corridor,” The national
interest, (October 01, 2022):

https://nationalinterest.org/feature/west-should-welcome-middle-corridor-20508s5.

* Issues of signing agreement on establishment of Persian Gulf-Black Sea Transport Corridor
discussed Ministry of Territorial Administration and Infrastructure of Armenia. (2022, October 14).
First Channel News.
https://www.1lurer.am/en/2022/10/14/Issues-of-signing-agreement-on-establishment-of-Persian-

Gulf-Black-Sea-Transport-Corridor-discussed/814137
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*¢ Michael Faye et al, “The Challenges facing Landlocked Developing Countries,” Journal of Human
Development 5, 1 (2004): 31.
7 Kenderdine, T. “Caucasus Trans-Caspian trade route to open China import markets,” East Asia

Forum, February 23, 2018, https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2018/02/23/caucasus-trans-caspian-trade-

route-to-open-china-import-markets/.



https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2018/02/23/caucasus-trans-caspian-trade-route-to-open-china-import-markets/
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2018/02/23/caucasus-trans-caspian-trade-route-to-open-china-import-markets/
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*8 Kenderdine, T. and P. Bucsky. 2021. "Middle Corridor—Policy Development and Trade Potential of
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This research examines the physical infrastructure of each corridor—roads, railways, ports,
and logistical hubs—while also analyzing the cooperative frameworks and alliances that
underpin their construction. It highlights how development goals intersect with the
strategic priorities of each participating state. Additionally, the study explores the security
and political challenges threatening these projects, from domestic instability to great
power rivalries, and concludes with an assessment of the prospects of these four corridors
and their potential to reshape regional integration and global trade patterns in the years

to come.
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Introduction

In an era marked by increasing global interconnectivity, economic corridors have gained
prominence as instruments of geostrategic influence. These massive transnational
infrastructure projects, including highways, railways, ports, and pipelines, play an
increasingly vital role in facilitating both regional and global integration. However, their
significance extends beyond the economic realm: such corridors have the potential to
reshape political relationships, link participating countries through new strategic
partnerships, and empower major powers to exert influence along pivotal trade routes.
China's ambitious Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), for instance, illustrates how
infrastructure investment functions as a dual geopolitical strategy. Its new land and
maritime corridors have enabled Beijing to expand its strategic reach and establish spheres

of influence across Asia and beyond.

By investing in connectivity, states seek not only economic gains but also enhanced
influence over regional affairs—by forging new alliances, altering trade dependencies, and
ultimately shifting the balance of power in their favor. This study focuses on four key
economic corridors that embody this rising geopolitical significance: the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC), the International North-South Transport Corridor (INSTC), the
Gulf-Black Sea Corridor, and the “Middle Corridor” traversing the Caspian Sea. Each of
these initiatives connects strategic regions across Eurasia, deliberately bypassing
traditional chokepoints in global trade. For example, the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor, a flagship project under the Belt and Road Initiative, links China's western
Xinjiang region to Pakistan's Gwadar Port on the Arabian Sea. This grants Beijing direct
access to the Indian Ocean and bypasses the vulnerable Strait of Malacca—a maritime
chokepoint through which a significant portion of China's trade and oil imports currently
flows. By reducing its overreliance on the Malacca route, CPEC provides China with a
secure overland trade route, enhances Pakistan's role as a regional hub, and consolidates

the strategic partnership between the two countries.
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