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Introduction

Economic stagnation in Lebanon and several countries of the region
coincided, during the first months of 2013, with quick acceleration of security
and political instability. This issue urged concerned parties about economic,
social and developmental situations to try to prospect the horizons of the
epoch in this field- though lot of pessimism. The International Bank that
published several related studies at the beginning of the year ranked first
among these concerned parties.

Meanwhile, the current situation has been imposing itself in not less vital
issues. Under the lack and high cost of fossil energy resources and electricity
rationing in Lebanon, looking for alternative renewable and green energy
resources is continuous. Enduring decrease in public expenditure and the
increasing gap of local area development lead to search in the sectarian
dimensions of public money distribution in Lebanon.

These subjects are the content of the eleventh developmental report. The
first chapter presents the last recorded indices at the business environment
level in Lebanon and the required reforms to restore trust in the short and long
terms. The second chapter deals with the situation of renewable resources in
Lebanon and the obstacles that prevent this sector’s development. The third
chapter shows the sectarian dimension of public expenditure in Lebanon
through several statistical indices.

While the fourth chapter sheds light on the situation of labor market in
the countries of the Middle East and North Africa as well as the available
options in this field, the fifth chapter tries to draw a future picture of the
economies horizons of these countries starting from the current situation and
based upon the International Bank-field studies.

The last chapter of this volume includes fundamental statistical and
economic indices that reach various economic activities, public financial
situations, the public debt, balance of trade, loans and foreign aids.
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