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Conclusion

The Arab-Iranian arena and its surroundings are one geopolitical, economic
and cultural unit. This is guided by history’s lessons, facts and experiences
and is recognized by the common interests and benefits and by the great

goals and the supreme principles.

However, the journey of cooperation and partnership must first begin ending
crises and putting an end to the conflicts, and to deal with the challenges
facing us at the three levels: reforming the national state, especially Arab
ones, building a stable regional system, and dealing efficiently with the risks
and opportunities emanating from the international regime and its transfor-
mations.

In the present circumstances, if it is impossible to achieve a broad region-
al consensus on regional partnership, the independent powers in the region
can build their own possible agreements, albeit minimally, by creating a
multi-dimensional, national-regional model. This model should ensure the
development of solving local and regional crises, preserving political, eco-
nomic and social rights, safeguarding diversity, preventing division and de-
pendency, and achieving prosperity, prosperity, and improvement.

At the end of the conference, Arab and Iranian participants stressed their
enthusiasm and readiness to continue this dialogue for its necessity and ben-
efits, and which was demonstrated during the constructive discussions. To
that end, the Conference recommended the establishment of a permanent
secretariat for the Arab-Iranian dialogue, as a framework for communica-
tion, exchange of views and in-depth thinking on mutual relations, its pros-

pects and perspectives, at different levels and in all fields.
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restore all Palestinian territories. Severing relations with the “Zionist enti-
ty”” would also be beneficial as well as rejecting the transitional solutions or
interim phases, and condemning and rejecting Trump’s decision and work-
ing towards defeating it.

Since the strength of the Zionist entity is based on the fact that it is a Western
imperial project that strikes and targets all the populations of the region, it is
required in return that the resistance bloc be a large one. That is why the Pal-
estinian cause must be understood as a much bigger issue than the Palestin-
1ans themselves; nonetheless, the Palestinians must be at the forefront. The
structures on which the Israeli project relies on inside and outside Palestine
must be dismantled and its foundations should be undermined and replaced
by new foundations that reproduce the patriotic national ideals. In this con-
text, political and diplomatic efforts should be strengthened to contain the
expansion of the “Israeli” role in surrounding regions, especially in Africa.
This enables the Arab Maghreb countries to play a pivotal role, which is an
additional pillar of the Iran-Arab partnership.

The participants called for enabling the West Bank to be the main arena for
confrontation, which requires the Palestinian Authority not to be an obstacle
to this trend at a minimum.

Strengthening reconciliations within the region and reshaping regional con-
sensus between Turkey and Iran in particular will contribute to securing a
regional pillar for the Intifada within Palestine. The presence and rise of
resistance groups and powers in all surrounding countries and the quest to
enable the resistance and its people in the Gaza Strip, would distract the Zi-
onist effort, increase its depletion and exhaustion, and enhance the morale of
the Palestinian people. To that end, coordination at the Asian-Islamic level,
which represents an international and popular lever, and can fill part of the

Arab vacuum on the Palestinian issue, should be intensified.
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major barrier in the face of cooperation and common security of the Arab
and Islamic nations. Such efforts, hold magnified danger because they are
in response to external pressure serving the interests and goals of hegemonic
powers, and they are coordinated with the Zionist entity to attack and con-
spire on the resistance and national regimes. In this context, the projects
against normalization are only complemented by strengthening of cultural
and diplomatic efforts, both formal and informal, to expose the racist prac-
tice of “Israel” and its brutality to the international public opinion, in alli-
ance with elites and civil initiatives in the West that share this cause with us.
The participants pointed out that the Palestinian national interest requires
working to rebuild the internal Palestinian situation, proceeding to achieve
national reconciliation, ending the split and division among the Palestinian
people, agreeing on a political agenda. This agenda (work program) should
take into consideration the basic principles of the Palestinian people in order
to fortify the Palestinian national position and establish a new confrontation
path that produces a Third Intifada against the Zionist entity.

The participants stressed that the national reconciliation between the Pales-
tinian forces factions that represent the Palestinian people and express their
real ambitious and aspirations is the best way to face the US president’s
decision on Jerusalem and face the dangerous plans and projects that target
the Palestinian cause and undermine it. This requires a number of important
steps, most notably: affirming the unity of Historic Palestine as the ultimate
right for the Palestinian people that does not accept any negotiation, and to
affirm the right of the Palestinian people to exercise all forms of struggle
against the occupation. Also, to continue activating the public resistance and
to strengthening its capabilities, and stopping the security coordination with
the occupation in all its forms; emphasizing on the constants of the Pales-

tinian people in Jerusalem-al-Quds and the right of return and the right to
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In this context, the conference discussed the declaration of US President
Donald Trump regarding the status of Jerusalem-al-Quds as the capital of
the Israeli entity, and the direct dangers it poses to the Palestinian cause.
This decision represents a stark challenge to the historical and geographic
right of Muslims and Christians in this holy city. The Conference considered
that even this declaration is a dangerous step; we should deal with it as an
important opportunity to restore the position of Palestinian cause, since it is
the central issue of the nation, and redirects the course of the conflict again
with the usurper and occupational Zionist entity. It is a chance to activate the
engagement of all components of the Palestinian people and their factions in
this confrontation.

What increases the risk of this announcement is that it comes as a prelude to
accomplishing what has been named as “The Deal of the Century”.

This deal aims not only to end the Palestinian cause and the legitimate rights
of the Palestinian people, but also to create a new regional context that works
to overcome the failures of the colonial project in the region by creating op-
portunities for the Zionist entity to achieve regional integration at all levels.
This effort reinvigorates the idea of a “New Middle East” that the enemy has
put forward two decades ago and now raised again with more support from
some regional powers.

The conference warned that American and Zionist strategies relating to the
region do not hide their declared or implicit bet on expanding the Arab-Ira-
nian rift. This rift is an indispensable condition for ending the Palestinian
cause, creating further disparity in the balance of power between the enemy
and its surroundings and rearranging alliances and alignments in the region
in contrary to the region’s values, interests, civilization and history.

The Conference also warned of the efforts of some Arab countries to nor-

malize relations with the Israeli enemy as such normalization constitutes a
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The participants affirmed that this openness to the emerging powers does
not mean replacing the American hegemony with another one, but rather
it should be clearly aimed at a qualitative change in the performance of the
international powers within the region. This requires, primarily, broad re-
gional understandings. Therefore, the level of partnership, cooperation and
openness to any international power is linked to the extent in which our peo-
ples and countries interests are achieved: promoting regional stability and
economic, developmental and cultural cooperation, respecting the national
sovereignty of States, understanding the regional national security require-
ments and creating opportunities for the transfer of science, knowledge,
technology and expertise to the regional countries.

Fourth: The Israeli threat to the future of the Palestinian cause
and regional cooperation

The question of Palestine and its capital Jerusalem-al-Quds is the central
cause for the Arab and Islamic worlds. This cause and the conflict with the Zi-
onist enemy is an opportunity to unite Arab and Islamic efforts, since the main
enemy of the entire region is the Zionist project because of what it resembles
of aggression and hegemony and because no Arab or Persian, Turk, or other
being is safe from its plans. This cause is one of the pillars of the Arab-Ira-
nian cooperation and partnership and a fundamental point of intersection of
interests and principles, especially since Iran, after the victory of the Islamic
Revolution, has contributed greatly in rebalancing the Arab-Israeli conflict
despite the siege, pressures, threats and interventions it has suffered from.

The conference stressed that confronting the Zionist project should be the
central cause of the Arab and Islamic region, states and peoples, on which
no two sects of the nation differ. Therefore, the Conference considers that
the existence of the Zionist entity in the heart of the region constitutes a per-

manent threat to security, stability and development. “Israel” is the primary
reason of tension, the main generator of fabricated conflicts in the region,

and a bridge for regional and international interventions.
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according to some participants, to adopt an isolation policy from the interna-
tional system nor to ignore the differences within the West, nor to deny the
existence of positive spaces within the Western scope. Instead, it means that
we have the ability and vision to deal with the United States, the West, and
international institutions on conditions that serve the interests of peoples of
our region and enhance their ability to rise. To do so, we should be able to
find alternatives within the international stage that can provide us with mar-
gins for maneuver, options for selection and partnerships to share benefits.
The conference affirmed that heading East is based not only on current facts,
but also on the fact that Western Asia and the Arab world have a historical
heritage and experience in terms of mutual relations with Eurasian powers
such as China, India and Russia. Our region shares deep interests with these
forces, both materially in terms of wealth (energy resources), geography
(sea lanes), or geo-strategy (weakening American power). This is in addi-
tion to the moral and intellectual levels, where Asian-Eastern culture and
identity is much closer, more harmonious and more capable to interact with
the region’s cultures and prevailing values. The Arab-Islamic civilization is
more capable of interacting and exchanging with other Eastern civilizations
because of the shared features and due to the current absence of a cultural
hegemony project among these civilizations.

In addition, there should be openness toward powers that are increasing-
ly powerful within the international order, whether in the form of regional
poles such as Brazil and South Africa, or in the form of alternative interna-
tional and regional forums and frameworks such as the “BRICS groups”, the
“Shanghai Cooperation Organization” and the “Asian Infrastructure Invest-
ment Bank”. In parallel, there should be a lobbying effort to reform the in-
stitutions of the current international order, such as United Nations, Interna-
tional Monetary Fund, World Bank and World Trade Organization (WTO).
This reform should be based on genuine partnership in decision-making and
managing these organs and its projects, and on the adoption of full equality

in committing to these institutions’ obligations.
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gagement of the system of oppression requires weakening and isolating its lo-
cal bases by providing political, economic and cultural alternatives capable of
meeting the needs of the populations and the requirements for advancement. It
also requires building networks of alternatives at the international level.

The participants have agreed that the international order is passing through
an unprecedented historical transformation since the end of World War II.
This order is in the process of moving towards a more multilateral and bal-
anced formula, where many central powers around the world are rising in
face of the US which -although is still maintaining its forefront — is witness-
ing a decline in both its hard and soft powers, and losing its ability to take
unilateral initiatives. The nature of international relations is also providing
additional opportunities for challenging US power because of the power
fragmentation among many states and non-state actors. Therefore, all com-
pelled nations have an extraordinary opportunity to re-position themselves
in the international regime based on new foundations.

A number of participants inferred to these transformations based on the ex-
periences of last years’ events in the region, where a big rise in the roles
of international powers opposing Washington were recognized. China and
Russia are the most obvious examples, and which have been able to im-
pose restrictions and limits on the role and the interests of the United States.
Washington’s allies themselves have also moved to a “loose” alliance with
Washington, allowing them to draw a way of communication and under-
standing with Russia, China and some European powers. The policies of the
Trump administration have also increased the gap between the United States
and the Europeans, which could be an opportunity to reshaping a balanced
relationship between our region and Europe, instead of Europe being just an
extension of American interests.

Continuing to bet on and follow US power goes against international trans-
formations, and puts the region in the face of more tensions, and misses
enormous opportunities for cooperation with emerging powers in a moment

it is looking for partners to cooperate and integrate with. This does not mean,



407 The Final Document of The Arabs and Iran Second Conference

In fact, we are facing a mission of building bridges to strengthen mutual
understanding, correct misconceptions, maximize every existing common
prospect and explore every hidden one, and to review policies and options.
In all this, we can start from issues that are less tense and more relevant to
the interests of people such as economy, development and scientific cooper-
ation, counter-extremist terrorism, constraining sectarian and ethnic hatred
speeches, supporting the Palestinian cause and engaging in reconstruction
efforts in countries that are suffering civil wars since 2011. Despite the chal-
lenges and obstacles that it faces by some states and the regional context,
this track of regional partnership is considered as the first priority and a
necessary condition for regional progress that makers the region able to con-
tribute in the future of the world, at a moment of great transformation taking

place within the international order.

Third: International Projects and Roles in the Region: How to Approach them?
The conference has assured that American dominion and hegemony in the
region, at least since the end of the Cold War, has had disastrous conse-
quences on the states and the peoples of the region. America’s regional pol-
icy is completely contrary to the interests of the populations in the region.
Whether in its absolute support for Israeli military superiority and occupa-
tion, or in its interference in the internal affairs of states, it aims to protect
functional elites by the subordination of regional economies to neoliberal
policies through authoritarianism and international institutions, or by driv-
ing regional states into exhaustive policies — that lead to regional and local
conflicts. This is in an attempt to contain the resistance and independence
forces, or the attempt to destroy moral values and the culture of the local
communities by “Americanizing” it.

All in all, American oppression relies on direct tools such as the military and
security presence within the region, and indirect channels such as proxy elites
and affiliate regimes, local and international non-governmental institutions

and structures, in addition to the Israeli aggression tools. Therefore, the disen-
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lationship between the existing social structures in those states, structures
that should be dismantled. Building a regional bloc is primarily a historical
action that needs a social dimension, public support and an economic model
that protects those supporters’ share in the national income. The hegemonic
project is based on regimes that are often a front to social structures, whose
the foundations of their economic existence must be seriously undermined.
The conference stressed that the fragmentation of the Arab world and the
decline of its central states and the absence of an “Active Arab Center” -
capable of initiating positively within the region beside powerful non-Arab
states such as Iran and Turkey- is a dilemma that hinders the path of re-
gional partnership in general, and the Arab-Iranian partnership in particular.
Therefore, the rise of one or more “Center states” in the Arab Orient and
Maghreb countries will be a positive element in rebalancing the Arab sphere
and would control the behavior of other Arab countries that adopt policies
triggering chaos and war, which is being practiced recently by a number of
Gulf countries.

The regional partnership project requires extensive efforts by elites com-
mitted to this project, through the dissemination of knowledge, thoughts and
discourse that produce new definitions of interests and identities that would
push towards its integration and harmony. People within the region should
approach their identities based on what is common between them, where
those identities must be open and inclusive and not exclusionary. The mate-
rial and moral benefits of partnership projects must become part of the aca-
demic, political, and media discourse. This responsibility rests on the elites
and the civil and specialized institutions in the first place, and this leads to
filling the vacuum created by the absence of official efforts. The hearts and
minds of the people in the region must be gained to support regional partner-
ship, through a process of reshaping the culture and collective awareness of
the social components in the region’s states. The faith of the regional popu-
lations in the option of regional partnership will offer this concept impetus,

public support and double momentum.
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The ambitious vision of regional partnership does not ignore obstacles and
restrictions but rather recognizes them to overcome them and look at the op-
portunities. These restrictions exist due to the historical residue of empires
and the forms of governance that alternated the region in light of occupa-
tion and colonialism, the rise of isolationist identities. In addition, there is
also the spread of sectarian, ethnic and nationalist hatred discourses, the
destructive wars especially in the Arab Orient, and the alignment of a group
of influential Arab states to the occupation project. In this context, the war
and tension in Syria and Iraq should be extinguished, as this would have
an effect on reducing mutual mobilization and open the doors for national
reconciliation that rereinforces the positions of the powers that supports re-
gional partnership. As an outcome, building a regional partnership regime
that works on an accumulative basis is a project that needs vision, political
will, and sustainable action.

The participants asserted the severe dangerous impacts of identity and cultur-
al forms of political divisions within the region, especially sectarian hatred
discourses. These discourses push people towards irrational and misleading
actions that exaggerate the secondary disputes to become central ones, that
can only be resolved by eliminating the “others” whom we share deep in-
terests and great ties within cultural, historical, geographical, and social as-
pects. However, the discussions showed that hatred and hostility discourses
on a cultural basis are one of the symptoms of the regions’ crises, and not a
cause for it. The main contradiction that we should all face together is the
“Israeli occupation” that we must engage with it as a zero- sum conflict.
Therefore, the Palestinian cause should be the priority over any competition
between regional axes.

Just as fragmentation and regional divisions have a social content, so uni-
ty and partnership as a project against imperialism, should have a social
content, as the conference noticed. Therefore, the relationship between the
global colonial forces and the Zionist entity on one hand and some regional

states on the other, is not only an inter-regime relationship, but also a re-



The Final Document of The Arabs and Iran Second Conference 410

hoping that the regional cooperation will make the geographical boundaries
closer to symbolic ones, (¢) avoiding violence and threats as a means to re-
solving interstate disputes, (f) no intervening in internal affairs of sovereign
of states, (g) committing in negotiations and dialogues during conflicts, (h)
engaging in economic and development cooperation projects, (i) promoting
the respect of human rights and individual freedom, diversity of commu-
nities that should be enabled to express their cultural, (j) strengthening the
power of law and the rules of justice, (k) rejecting all forms of marginaliza-
tion and discrimination (based on identity or class or culture or political)
and confronting speeches which evoke hatred that stopping these forms, (1)
and maximizing common cultural and historical values that unite the states
of the region.

The formation of the regional partnership framework and track, as agreed
on by participants, cannot be based only on formal tracks (bilateral and
multilateral), but at this preliminary stage, also on informal tracks (down-
up approach). Creating facts and realities at the popular levels will put the
decision-makers under pressure to work on this project. The cooperation
and partnership projects between local communities, NGOs, academic and
youth exchange programs and building platforms for cultural and scientif-
ic interaction, will have a profound impact on preparing the regional envi-
ronment. At this point, Arab benefits from the scientific leap of the Islamic
Republic of Iran and its readiness to make this great wealth available to the
populations of the region.

The participants focused on giving the youth the space and the possibility to
play a central role in this project for what they represent as a building force,
improvement, vitality, and influence. In addition to that, there is a necessity
to focus on the easier issues for cooperation and partnership such as educa-
tion, sports, environmental and scientific researches, medicine, tourism, and
development. In this context, the technological revolution and communica-
tion should be used to create platforms for interaction and exchange among

influential youth in every domain.
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ence — in strengthening the project of regional partnership. In this context,
and in line with the changes in intentional politics, it is no longer possible to
rely solely on states especially in light of the national states’ weaknesses in
the region. Therefore, popular forces (non-state actors), non-governmental
organizations, which meet the above conditions, might constitute an indis-
pensable role in this project.

The conference pointed out that this is a balanced partnership in all its di-
mensions. Therefore, even it does not ignore the interest of political regimes
interests; its main objective is to achieve the interests of the peoples in the
region. In addition, it is not a partnership that is confined to security and de-
fense issues, but at its core lays the issue of development, economy, and cul-
ture. This project is not just between states - despite their centrality- it is also
a project for all social and civil actors, elites, and private sector. Moreover, it
is not limited to consensus on principles, values, standards, and culture, but
it leans on a solid base of mutual interests.

This partnership requires political will, but more importantly, it needs phys-
ical cross-border infrastructure linking the interests of the region’s peoples
among each other. This point grabbed the attention of participants who
stressed on the necessity of establishing projects that promote exchange and
transfer of individuals, goods, capital, and services between regional states,
which requires huge investments to build regional networks of infrastruc-
ture. The economic networking and human communication eased by these
networks, will strengthen the common identity of region’s peoples and con-
tribute to the pacification and resolution of a wide range of tensions, stimu-
late policies of cooperation and integration, and reduce the desire, capacity,
and ability to use violence in the regional sphere.

The participants identified a set of principles for building a system of re-
gional partnership: (a) facing the Israeli occupation in the Arab territories
particularly in Palestine, (b) supporting the Palestinian cause, (c) refusing to
engage in international hegemonic projects in the region, represented by the
United States today, (d) preventing any unilateral change of state borders,
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of no return, (f) the mutual interest of the region’s powers in achieving an
economic and development progress that would contain popular displeasure,
(g) the loss of strategic initiative of the Israeli enemy in the region, (h) the
return of the Palestinian cause to constitute a major part of the regional
agenda after recent US-Israeli resolutions.

All the participants agreed that Iranian-Arab partnership is a key guarantee
for building a better future for the people of the region and generating stabil-
ity and peace. It also enhances common benefits from the resources of the re-
gion, preserving national independence, protecting diversity and variety, and
defeating the malicious attempts to establish an Israeli-Arab axis in order to
compensate the losses that encountered the hegemonic project. In addition,
this partnership can be seen as part of a wider regional partnership and the
rise of the East, and enable us to conduct fair and balance relations with the
West, capitalist center, and Neoliberal structures.

This path towards regional partnership begins with a group of powers that
adopt the option of partnership and meet, despite their diversity, on believ-
ing in integration and in its basic principles. This path will always be open
for those who decide to join and work on every issue that can be transformed
into a common issue no matter how simple or complicated it is. Then, we
mobilize resources and prepare a solid group to transform every common
issue into a more ambitious and common project. This partnership does not
require symmetry between its constituents, but it must be based on accepting
differences and diversity except when it is about major principles and com-
mon interests endorsed by mutual recognition.

The actors who are qualified to join the path of regional partnership are
those who proved their presence, role, willingness, and ability to commit
themselves to facing the main fundamental challenges facing the region,
specifically the Israeli threat, the US’s imperialist role, and Takfiri terrorism.
In addition, there are the actors who have developed experiences of civili-
zation and political progress and adopted an agenda of independence, which

makes them able to contribute — with their experiences, resources, and influ-
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Second: Regional Relationships from Balancing to Partnership

The conference has emphasized that building a regional partnership, starting
with the partnership between Iran and Arabs, is a necessity and a clear reality;
otherwise, the inevitable alternative is war and distraction, with no other op-
tion. This trend is recognized by international transformations where region-
alism is expanding all over the world and redefining number of key concepts
such as The State-Nation, sovereignty and national borders, and even the Im-
perial Empires. Abandoning the unproductive, zero - sum game of balance of
power, which leads only to tensions, crises and wars, can only be reached by
creating bases for cooperation. These bases help regional actors to discover
their mutual interests, share burdens and responsibilities, and submit to col-
lective standards, institutions, and regimes; thus moves the region from the
concept of “The Stronger State” to “The Stronger Region”.

The conference has ensured that the discourse of common interests should
overcome that of private identities; meanwhile, the common interests are
based on rationalizing disputes and bypassing differences. Therefore, disputes
should not prevent the search for and intermingling of interests, as in the case
of Iranian-Turkish, Iranian-Emirati, and Turkish-Iraqi relations. That means
there is a chance to build partnership basing on pragmatism even if there are
sustainable problems in different cases. Thus, the independent powers should
follow a positive initiative policy to accommodate the parties willing to coop-
erate and engage based on a balance of interests, at the minimum stage.

The participants considered that we are witnessing a historical opportunity
where ancient civilizations of the region are returning to the international
stage. The region’s people, elites and rulers should recognize and believe in
this opportunity, which is reinforced by: (a) the decline of the US project,
(b) the weakness of the pro- US Arab regimes (axis of domination and occu-
pation), and their persistent failure in issues extending from political part-
nership to development, (c) the rationalization of the policies of some major
regional states, (d) testing the limits of military power in several fields, (e)

the impact of the “Arab spring” that changed the region forever, to the point
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restore balance and move forward again. Moreover, the fruitful discussion
about the issues of “state” and regional affairs requires an internal depth that
would shield it from consequences of foreign interferences, and prevent the
transformation of our problems and issues into international ones as usual.
The conference asserted that thinking about nation state and its problems
and future, should consider awareness of the long-term American intensions
in the region. On top of those intentions lies the alignment with the Israeli
entity’s interests and some regional capitals’ desires seeking to destabilize
the national security of main regional states (Egypt, Syria, Iran, and Iraq), to
threaten its unity and stability or to control it, and strike the resistance.
Understand the nation state’s problem and renewing its structure and solid-
ifying its bonds, is not possible without an “internal” social capital to rely
on while consolidating the legitimacy of the governing authority, and also
requires a multidimensional awareness to the state’s political, social, eco-
nomic, and geopolitical roles. That is because a state cannot be powerful,
steady, and prospering internally if it is vulnerable, marginal, and dependent
on the regional and international arena and vice versa. The same applies to
analyzing the situation of the region at the global level. A national state
cannot be a source of stability and a key of security and cooperation, unless
it detaches from the acts of neglect and exclusion, and unless it was aware of
considering public regional interests in its options.

In general, building a nation state requires a realistic approach to the prob-
lems and challenges ahead, such as foreign interference, internal partnership
and identity coherence. This should be initiated from realistic and historical
experiences, not from virtual assumptions and hopes, and must use different
cognitive approaches to understand the crisis of Arab nation states that did
not match what the initial leaders wanted them to be, turning into vulnerable
and dependent states. Currently, what is required is to have a break from the
founding moment of the nation state that was a reflection of the balance of
external powers and colonialist’s interests; furthermore, it should express

the expectations and ambitions of the people in the region.
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larization that provoke tensions, and to make sure that their goals are com-
patible with their fundamental intentions.

If it is not possible to fortify the Arab state and solidify its foundations in the
current difficult situations, then powers of independence are supposed to be
prepared to constitute the core of regional and national social contract. This
way, it will be able to strengthen its auto-immunity against external involve-
ment and influence, to surpass its internal conflict, and adopt internal reform
approaches and an external vision that includes at its core the major issues
and on top of it the Palestinian Cause.

In this context, the participants in the conference emphasized the need of a
successful model of a nation state that can inspire a process of reform and
develop the conditions of regional states that do not seem to have propitious
signs in light of the conflicts, tensions, divisions, and wars that the region
is going through. Still, the mentioned powers of independence are primarily
and historically responsible for finding this model. They have several com-
mon principles, mainly resisting occupation, confronting aggression, aban-
doning extremism and actions of intolerance, and calling for reformation.
This model is based on citizenship and conserving the main rights, sover-
eignty, and independence of internal decision. It is supposed to be dedicated
to unity among entities’, and to achieve development on high levels, insure
public freedoms. In addition, it should conform to the demands of engage-
ment with larger spaces of cooperation, partnership, and regional integra-
tion. The aim of all of this, is building a state that responds to its people’s
ambitions in all aspects, and is not concerned with protecting its power more
than being concerned in empowering its citizens. It is a state of protection,
responsibility, and capability, not a fierce state domestically and a dependent
state outside.

However, reaching a solid model of the national state is not possible without
linking it to a wider project, a unified Arab nationalistic one according to

some participants, a regional or Islamic one, according to others; in order to
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intellectual, political, and economic elites and the shaping of their roles by
regional and international actors, has harmed the growth of national soci-
eties and hindered the building of internal consensus and the formation of
national support for development and progress, and prevented reaching the
needed maturity for constructive communication. In most cases, those ex-
ternal-funded and supported elites are being used for the sake of foreign
interests to prevent positive transformation or to deviate it.

For this reason, hegemonic powers work on creating a civil infrastructure,
which is parallel or integrated with national civil society, in order to use
it to restrain or control the transitions, or increase the national, religious,
sectarian, and ethnic gaps and tensions. The impacts of such acts are mostly
apparent in the case of Arab-Iranian relations. As some have expressed, it
is hard to describe the current situation of the Arab states, if we ignore the
role of the dependent elite in establishing weak penetrated states that are
submitting to the global unofficial American empire and abide to its power
and soft wars.

The conference’s call for the unity of the countries of the region as an ef-
fective solution to current wars and conflicts, in addition to the refusal of
projects of division, is based on both the principal position of the partici-
pants and global experiences. For example, federal systems have given some
dominant groups the chance of mobilization and recruitment on sectarian
and ethnic bases. While success, according to some participants, was for
states that consolidated “complex nationalism” based on a combination of
geographic unity, and social diversity. These states expand the margins of
cultural rights, but restrain “political contractors and adventurers” from us-
ing secondary identities internally or externally to serve their interests.
To exit the era of crisis to that of reconstruction, it is necessary to start from
the common denominators that bring together the main players in the region,
who express common values and interests. In this regard, those actors must

concede as much as they possibly can especially in minor issues, and avoid

narratives, invitations, and policies based on ideological and dogmatic po-
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Arab states from benefitting from the economic, commercial, cultural, and
scientific opportunities that exist in the relations with Tehran.

The participants noted that most of the regional states had emerged in the
last mid-century, they neither acquired real independence, nor made prog-
ress and development with fixed steps. This was mainly due to external in-
terference and the implantation of the enemy state of Israel in the center of
the region, to prevent the unity of its constituents. Other structural reasons
are related to the absence of constitutions based on broad, deep, and internal
consensus, the absence of rule of law, and the lack of social justice and con-
fiscation of the people’s rights in constituting power and assigning this right
to foreign hegemonic actors and internal authoritarian ones.

The economical factor is one of the causes that we cannot ignore, whether
in analyzing state strength or vulnerability and their impact on the region,
or in searching for the common interests in regional relations. Most of the
participants showed the negative role of the neo-liberal policies that exac-
erbated poverty and inequality instead of achieving development. Thus, un-
employment spread especially among the youth and university graduates.
These policies led to unconditional integration within a global system that
contains the seeds of new imperialism. This transformation inflamed social
anger and created an unstable environment that contributed in deepening the
internal divisions, spreading separation and violence in the region’s states
and its societies.

Some participants considered that the economic progress of the regional
states - which is an indispensable condition for its social stability, politi-
cal development, and maturity of its interrelations - could not be achieved
through the available national resources only. This progress also requires
broader regional partnerships in a path in which the governments determine
the goals and ends, and the private sector implements.

Furthermore, the conference stated the national elite’s role in either the prog-
ress of its societies and independence of its decisions, or its fallback and

tardiness. It also noticed that the dependence of the media, social, cultural,
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selves, and between Arabs and Iranians, to create bonds between peoples of

the region based on clear rules of common interests and unanimous principles.

First: National State: Independence, Partnership, and Identity Coherence
The conference sees that the independent national state that builds its power
and capability on legitimacy derived from the people is a fundamental pil-
lar for regional stability, cooperation, and interaction. It is an indispensable
condition to build proper and balanced relations between Arab countries
and their neighbors, and to face internal conflicts and external conspiracies.
Therefore, nation states must lean on a new social contract that includes plu-
ralism and liberties from one side, prosperity and welfare from another, and
on the requirements of national security and effective geopolitical strategy
from another.

Although the current nation state is not flawless and it is hard to modern-
ize its foundations in the current circumstances, it is still the final defense
line against internal and external dangers according to many participants. It
guarantees inclusive citizenship and prevents the retreat into more ethnic,
sectarian, and identity fragmentations. Additionally, it is qualified, if con-
structed on proper foundations, to recognize its interests maturely, distin-
guish between enemies and friends, and weave constructive rational ties and
useful partnerships with other countries.

The participants discussed the Iranian role in the region, and whether it involves
interference in the internal affairs of other countries, or it is a natural and pre-
dictable presence within the framework of normal interaction and mutual influ-
ence. Especially that this role - namely in countries exposed to both Zionist and
Takfiri threats - is carried out by legal means to reach legitimate ends.

The discussions pointed out that the vulnerability of the Arab state is the main
hindrance for progress in the Iranian-Arab relations to the required levels of
parity and equality. This vulnerability is not attributed to the ambiguities en-
countering Iranian-Arab relations, but to foreign and external interferences -
with the conditions and obligations that accompany it — that have created an

inconvenient environment to develop these relations, and prevented several
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we must get out of the vicious circle of zero-sum games among regional
forces, into a broad partnership-based approach.

In this context, the conference discussed the means of establishing a nation-
al state based on inclusive nationalism, internal participation, and exterior
partnership. A state that defines its national security through regional coop-
eration, and refusal of foreign hegemony and Israeli occupation, protects its
sovereignty, acknowledges other states’ sovereignty, and seeks mainly to
attain public welfare and dignity.

How can we achieve this desired state that faces today three main challenges
in the Arab world: heteronomy, marginalization, and shattering of national
identity? Who are the powers that are able to build a solid ground to attract
other states into more convergence, and partnership away from conflicts and
tensions? And how to readjust the local and regional contexts to adapt with
the international system’s transformations and the transition of its power
into Eurasia and regional and international poles around the world at the
expense of the western community which is passing through its worst con-
ditions since World War II?

Since the question is about a common future, then the challenge presented
by the Israeli occupation should be considered an obstacle to this approach.
It is a challenge for the national security of all regional states in addition to
its aggressions against religious shrines and humane values. This challenge
stipulates holding a discussion on the main defense line “The Palestinian
Cause” and the American efforts by the Trump administration to Judaize
Jerusalem and pulverize the project of the Palestinian state. Thus, there
should be more approaches amplifying regional efforts that support resis-
tance to contain normalization projects, and to bring the issue of the Israeli
threat back to the heart of regional discussions and speeches.

Of the interventions, discussions, and dialogues that pervaded in the confer-
ence, some agreements regarding the mentioned issues were reached, other
issues were cleared, and obscured issues were highlighted. All this played

a role in creating a strong intellectual - political ground among Arabs them-
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The second Arabs-Iran dialogue conference “Towards a Common Future:
Security, Stability, and Cooperation” was held in the Lebanese capital Beirut.
The two-day conference, held on the 17" and 18" of January 2018 was orga-
nized by the Consultative Center for Studies & Documentation (Lebanon),
Andishe Sazan Nour Center (Iran) and Institute for Strategic Studies (Iran).
In addition to the opening and closing sessions, the conference included
three discussion sessions titled: The National State, Regional Cooperation,
and International Projects. Later, a special session on the Palestinian Cause
was conducted and included two topics: Trump’s declaration on Jerusalem
(Al-Quds) and the future and stipulations of the third Intifada . Around one
hundred political, academic, and intellectual figures from Iran, Lebanon, and
the Arab world participated in the conference.

The title of the conference expresses the need for all parties to express com-
mon thoughts that contribute to advocating a new regional system that would
transfer “West Asia and the Arab World” from a state of confrontation, war-
fare, and competition, that is sometimes imposed by foreign actors, into a
state of stability, cooperation, and partnership in the region. This allows for
the emergence of an appropriate environment for regional stability, progress,
and advancement. However, building consensus regarding the regional sys-
tem is not without difficulties and constraints.

The thesis of this conference is based on the notion that the establishment
and stability of the new regional system must be a part of a comprehensive
pyramid, where at its base exists a strong, capable and fair “united national
state”, which guarantees the main individual and collective rights. At the top
of this pyramid, is the “International System” which our region must take

part in building, so it can achieve its long-term goals. To reach these goals
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national changes and the rise of active powers outside the West
give the region an unprecedented opportunity to be a partner and in
the same time to be a contributor in building the new world order,
with the potential positive implications for improving its internal
climate and developing its global position, especially if this issue
happened within standards that are agreed upon , based on respect-
ing the Economic and political sovereignty and taking into account

the conditions for prosperity and development.

Accordingly, we hope to discuss in this session the key problem
that expressed in the following question: How could Arabs and
Iran deal with the challenges emanating from the current global
transformations and take advantage of the opportunities it contain
to reduce disparities and reformulate intera- regional relations ac-

cording to established criteria in the interest of all.
Two main questions arise from this problem:

1. What common strategy should we adopt to face the external
challenges? How could the region be isolated from the dangerous
effects of the rise of American aggression? What are the appropri-
ate regional and international partnerships to settle disputes, stop
wars and solve problems on well-founded and sustainable bases?

2. What is our role in the new global construction? What do we
choose: influence and effectiveness in the international system or
stay at a peripheral location on its margins? Is it possible, in prin-
ciple, to integrate into this system according to our conditions?
And how we do this? What is the best option for the stability and
development of the region: is it the engagement with the United
States and the West as we have tried for decades or joining to the
emerging alternative projects? What are the criteria and regula-
tions to be followed for the relationship with international projects
aimed at the region?
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ation in a large scale in the region, the Palestinian issue and the
conflict with the enemy will return to the center of events and ac-

tion within them.

In conclusion, the other side of Washington’s decline is the rise of
other forces that competes USA and fills the gaps left behind, and
we would like to specifically mention here the political, economic
and even military rise of Asia, which is expressed in several cross-
cutting projects as: China’s “Belt and Road” initiative. (One Built-
one Road, OBOR), the Eurasian idea with Russian interest, and the
cooperation in West Asia, particularly driven by the Islamic Re-
public of Iran, without forgetting the rising role of regional organi-
zations such as Shanghai and international groups such as the Brix.
All These projects and blocs fore-mentioned indicate that a change
happened in the map of global power, this change will have pro-
found and long-term effects on the West Asia and the Arab world
AAWA’s situation, its geo-political situation, its international alli-
ances, its interrelationships and concepts that govern its view to its

interests, objectives and challenges.

The region have always been the focus of attention where different
projects intersect, and that goes to competition and conflict over
energy sources, international trade corridors and access to warm
water, however , we should mention here the cultural and geo-
political ties that cannot be dismantled between the societies of
the region and their countries. In any case, we cannot ignore the
change in international balances of power and their roles, whether
we are planning for integration, stabilization and partnership or

think about resolving conflicts, and easing tensions.

We are accustomed in the region on a fact that The international

changes are negative and destructive , However, the current inter-
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Resistance Alliance) and intensify its efforts to contain competi-
tors and adversaries ). Then comes the new era of good relations
between USA and the Zionist entity, as this latter has suffered from
American ignorance in the past years due to America involvement

in its internal problems and interests.

Washington’s quest to contain adversaries and punish enemies as
mentioned without regarding to consequences, and its denial at-
titude from the end of the unipolar order as the world approaches
to pluralism - would undermine the rest of its rationality in inter-
national policies and made USA more than ever before as a source
of fueling conflicts, increasing divisions and wars and amplifying

mutual fears, particularly in the Arab region and its environs.

In this context, some attempts begin to appear in order to impose
an unfair solution to the Palestinian issue, even to those who want
compromise, within the so-called “Century Deal”, that seeks to
resolve the conflict in the region in favor of a regional alliance
sponsored by America and shared by the enemy state. Washing-
ton’s final recognition of Jerusalem as the “capital of Israel” is
one of the indicators of that deal. This recognition paves the way to
impose a fait accompli that would later resettle Palestine refugees
and establish a semi Palestinian state” which is geographically iso-
lated, Demilitarized Zones , and its sovereignty is incomplete ,
also the recognition will Legitimize the settlements, impose nor-
malization before the settlement, and then dedicate the Jewish of

“Israel”.

In this case, Washington and Tel Aviv benefit in all these issues
from the revisionism approach to threats and risks and to the forg-
ery of enemies and friends lists by some Arab parties. But as much

as these policies that are related to compromise confused the situ-
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United States and losing its leadership seat after its military fail-
ures and its inability to prevent defeat from its closest allies, its
failure to impose its political and diplomatic options, as what re-
cently happened in its isolation within the Security Council and the
United Nations General Assembly on the issue of Jerusalem, the
decline in its economic status after moving the weight of produc-
tivity to other parts of the world and finally the retreat in its elite

commands at all levels.

President Donald Trump strategy confirms this fact, and in the
same time it does not deny it, this strategy hides behind its strong
discourse a fear of losing control, even though the White House
resident unequivocally disdains soft power, and he always threats
to use force over and over again, moreover he increases his mili-
tary expenditure that somehow could plunge the world into a new

arms race.

The current US administration in this matter is arbitrary confused
between Bill Clinton’s approach to the economy’s priority on mili-
tary power and George W. Bush contrary approach, with Trump’s
tendency in some cases to use soft techniques in a rough way, as
forcing some ““allies” to relinquish part of their oil income in fake

deals with high expenses.

In this period, the decline of the American power will not be safe,
but accompanied by severe crises and wrong choices, and sur-
rounded by more dangerous and reckless steps. This chaotic mix
of economy, politics and war creates more facts and severe condi-
tions in the region. This is especially evident in Washington’s at-
tempt to dominate oil revenues, control its production policies and
transit corridors, as united state used to do, and also in its quest to

expand regional polarizations in the face of enemies (Iran and the
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International Roles and Projects
in the Region:

How should they be approached?

The crises of the region and its situation could not be separated
from international projects that launch waves of ups and downs in
the world, and also spread tensions and disturbances especially in
its soft areas. The Arab world and its surroundings seem to be here
more vulnerable to external influences, considering the resources it
stores. these resources give those who control the priority in con-
fronting other powerful actors. Moreover, the Arab world is one of
the few regions that still suffers, its conflict has not been resolved
yet during the Cold War and beyond, and even less the disruptive
impact of the Zionist entity that increases the congestion of the

forces supporting him.

Over the last two decades, the intersection between the chaos of
the world order and its transformations from one hand, and the
factors of political, economic, developmental and social failure in
most of the countries in the region on the other hand- have created
a fertile environment for the outbreak of internal conflicts, tension
of relations between the poles, and the breakdown of the equilib-

rium that have stabilized for a period of time.

In general, West Asia and Arab World are currently affected by

several global transformations, most notably the regression of the
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6-What are the good compromises during the transition period?
These compromises serve in this field as guiding frameworks that
contribute in determining the principles of getting out from con-
frontation towards a compromise that paves the way for partner-
ship. These compromises may also include controls and standards
that should be respected from all parties, in a way that enhanced
confidence-building and put basis steps for negotiations. For ex-
ample, countries in the region should refrain from using violence
against other countries, interfere in internal affairs in illegal ways,
promote popular partnership in political systems according to con-
stitutional criteria, and reject of partition, etc.

7- What are the most appropriate fields to form the basis for coop-
eration projects? Is it the beginning of the issues of security foreign
policy, or the economy, or is it better to focus on less problematic
areas such as development, culture and environment?

8. What are the roles of international actors, whether from States
or organizations? Is it possible that they have positive contribution
to this track, in what form and according to which criteria they will
work? Is their role specific in transmitting its experiences or estab-
lishing channels and platforms that facilitate dialogue and negotia-
tion, or attend as a guarantor that minimizes security concerns and
gives credibility to mutual commitments?

The political and research field in the region has been filled with
debates in the causes of regional tensions and conflicts and the
regional factors that prevent creation of an enabling environment
for joint regional action. The views and interpretations of regional
parties on the causes, narratives and arguments of the regional cri-
sis are so clear. Therefore, this paper hopes to urge participants to
discuss whether we should begin from this point or that point, how
do we begin, when will we begin, by which mechanisms and for-
mats, who should participate in the debate, and what alternatives
and paths are possible?
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protect this track and in the sometime gives it impetus and impede
any attempts to harm it.

In this context, there are several points for discussion and research
most notably:

1. How could we create a regional environment under current ten-
sions to be incentive for speeches and policies that seek to move
towards building partnerships instead of being entrenched in axes
driven by a balance of power? Should we begin to stop escalation
and then build confidence, for example, what is the starting point
in the broad regional partnership track?

2. What are the fundamental principles and core interests that
should guide the broad regional partnership projects?

3. Who will be in the first phase at building a regional partnership
experience? As it is impossible from the beginning for the coun-
tries of the region to engage in policies based on regional partner-
ship, what is the minimum that we could start from, so that the ex-
periment will be open to others without any conditions? Or should
we wait until all the major regional powers, as centers of orbits, are
ready to engage in compromises that open the door to reflection on
broad partnership projects?

4. Which countries, forces or blocs are eligible for this role? That
Means, the tracks of dialogue and cooperation towards regional
partnership projects involve only States, or are they also available
to governmental and non-governmental organizations that play an
auxiliary role? Is it possible to ignore the non-state forces despite
its growing regional influence, although if it is necessary to par-
ticipate according to any theory and any criteria it will participate?

5. What is the most appropriate mechanism for building regional
cooperation projects in the first phase? Is it the official form (top
to bottom) or informal form (bottom-up) or is it parallel or inte-
grated tracks from both? Or that issue is determined by players and
subjects.
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reject normalization with the Israeli enemy, or to engage in inter-
national alliances and partnerships that will perpetuate the region’s
dependence and waste its wealth.

Developments and events during the post-cold-war era have cre-
ated forces that have demonstrated its ability to contribute effec-
tively in regional security by confronting the Israeli challenge and
the terrorist threat. In other words, the right to join in the regional
partnership project is not limited on the historical and large powers
in the region, but rather it includes all the forces that have proven
their ability to preserve the great interests of the peoples of the
region and contributed in the national independence, and what
should help us to create ideas to develop our regional reality are,
besides the theories and visions, the facts we have tested at high
price. We should note here that our regional experience is able to
give us lessons and also could provide us the opportunity to syn-
thesize homogenous outcomes with our specificities and reflect the
uniqueness of our region.

Based on the above, the central question arises: How could we
begin to establish a region based on broad cooperation and part-
nership? The broad partnership means in this position that this ef-
fort does not mean the integration of axes with other axes, or it is
merely a partnership limited to the major regional powers even
though it will form the nucleus of any successful regional project,
but it also means that this partnership goes beyond security in its
narrow sense to include human security issues in its broader sense,
Whether political science calls “high policy” issues (economics,

2

security, foreign policy) or “minimum policy” issues (develop-
ment, environment, culture, sociology) . this partnership further-
more aims to achieve the interests of the peoples of the region and
not the interests of the political regimes only insofar as it is in har-
mony with the interests of their peoples. The success of the steps
in building a regional partnership project to achieve the interests

of the peoples of the region will provide popular incubators that
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Moreover, we can notice in this atmosphere the absence of the Eu-
ropean role and the inability of international institutions to initiate
within the region. At the Regional level, many factors emerged,
notably: the absence of established and consistent regional institu-
tions and standards, weakness in economic integration, weakness
in trans-national infrastructure, the Israeli role, terrorism, wide-
spread of hate speech on a humanitarian basis, and the illegal in-
terference by regional forces. Finally, at the Domestic level we can
see other factors such as foreign dependency, political domination
that lead political regimes to ignore the interests of their peoples,
the local crises that exported abroad, the explosion of narrow iden-
tities, and the fragility of the national institutions that hamper its
ability to initiate.

In this period, the countries and peoples of the region urgently need
to get out of this zero -sum game , whose costs by comparison are
higher than the revenues for the peoples of the region, while in
the same time a number of regimes and their elites are benefiting
from these conflicts in order to export their crises, their failures and
their inability to make good governance abroad. This irrationality
of some regional powers should be contained and should be helped
to explore different tracks that ensure more sustainable and less
costly interests through openness to regional partnership.

In additional, a regional partnership project should be built on a
strong foundation of principles and interests. These principles are
constant that everyone in this matter should respect it as regulatory
frameworks framed and targeted towards regional action. As for
interests, criteria are being determined to decide the fact of the le-
gitimate interests and cooperation mechanisms in order to achieve
these interests through regional partnership. Here, we should em-
phasize that the interests of the countries and peoples of the region
are primarily internal, and they are not interests determined ac-
cording to the international forces goals, for example, this rule of
principles and interests will become definitely a valid reference to
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and soft positioning for internal or external reasons, which enables
them to play the role of the “free rider”. The relationship of these
orbits are affected by several factors, notably: regional balance,
their relations with international forces, Economic interests, geo-
strategic needs, and the internal structure and its crises.

The centers of these orbits are divided into four main directions: the
center of conservative forces (Saudi Arabia - UAE), the center of
Islamic Alternative forces (Turkey - Qatar) and the resistance center
(Iran - Popular Resistance Movements). Also, These centers play a
game of open balances and open compromises according to divi-
sions’ resulting from two essential factors: first: confrontation with
American hegemony and the Israeli occupation, second: the struggle
to represent the Islamic legitimacy and regional leadership.

In addition to these orbits the Zionist entity emerges as a regional
power that has not yet been succeeded, for personal reasons related to
the nature of this entity, its existence and its role, in building its own
regional political orbit, as well as the historical Arab space passes
through stagnation period. However, the transformation of this space
into orbit will rebalance the region, especially with its influenced
forces, although some are passing through a moment of liquidity and
fragility. In this space, the forces rely on the rise of power Arab cen-
ters, such as Egypt, Algeria, Iraq and the resistance forces.

At this stage, the Arab forces prefer either regional neutrality or
positioning according to partial issues or engaging in one of the
above-mentioned orbits.

Through these circumstances, a number of conditions that consti-
tute the regional environment at the international, regional and local
levels create incentives that deepen the competitive and balance en-
vironments and hold cooperation and partnership efforts. At the in-
ternational level, the American role that incites the balance of power
game is also highlighted in the face of Iran and its allies, while the
atrophy of this role stimulates the perceptions of threat and anxiety
amonyg its allies, pushing them towards hostile behavior.
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Regional Relations from

Balance to Broad Partnership”

The region continues to revolve in vicious circles of violence, in-
ternal and inter-regionalism conflict that drain the resources of the
area, its forces and peoples, while international forces and regions
continue to rise and accumulate the tools of strength, advance and
compete on the future of the world. This issue means that the gap
between our region and the international order continues to wid-
en. At the same time, the powers of the region are still unable, for
personal and structural reasons, to pursue a clear track towards a
solution that opens up the prospects for restoration, advancement,
and start contributing to build the future.

With the atrophy of American hegemony among the region, the re-
gion moves towards the formation of political orbits, each orbit com-
posed of a center and peripheries. In each of these orbits there is a
central regional state that plays a leading role by factors that may
include ideology, resources, geostrategic weight, and international
support.

In this context, the central powers changes from time to time, and
sometimes the situation reaches the limit where countries that have
always been peripheral turn to play a central role, and vice versa.
One example of this is what some recently calls the shift of Arab
center of gravity from the water rich countries (Egypt - Iraq -
Syria) to the oil rich states (Saudi Arabia - UAE — Qatar.)

In the near and distant orbits, these centers have medium and small
forces as well as non-state movements. So, in each of these or-
bits there are central forces and peripheral ones, that practice hard
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religion, where is Islam, for example, from the state. How does
liberalism see the state and its tools? Especially since most of the
existing countries had adopted neoliberal economic policies in its
society ,turning these societies into consumer markets, destroying
its industrial structure, and even distorting its values, civilization,
and westernized the rthythm of the individuals’ consumer and so-
cial life. What level of economic liberalism suits the people of the
region and believes in its development and does not confiscate its

potential and future.

In fact, building of an independent national state will face a chal-
lenge from the shadow governor (intervention and hegemony),
which seeks to maintain the durability of what is existing. Will
external domination remain a decisive factor in preventing the

completion of the national state and making it a reality?

The power of the national state cannot be assured with its isolation
or narrow alliance options in the American administration Extreme
conversion period ,then it goes to the Extreme exhaustion for the
entire region, furthermore the intensive control over its resources
through humiliating and destroying the Arabs dignity, indepen-
dence shared values and aspirations in Palestine by giving the Pal-
estinian State to the Zionists and make “ Israel” the “ source state”
then topple the whole tracks of the national state (which is an
antithesis to Israel) and transform the peoples of the region into

something else.

Finally, the national state appears to be an existential necessity for
the people of the region and an inevitable choice for confront and
break the circle that is becoming more closed whenever the real
state is delayed in order to achieve a balanced and stable regional

system.
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are not necessarily colliding with the sub-identities of national
groups? In this case, the purpose for the passage of time is to create
a national identity and a full citizenship that draws the boundaries
of the sub-identities and in the same time to express them clearly
in order to promote national harmony that does not lead to forced

integration.

Nowadays, the region is witnessing the movement of supra-nation-
al affiliations of a social nature, but these affiliations sometimes
express their own way politically, which raises questions here
about the formulas of consensus and coexistence at least between

the national political- legal affiliation and the broader affiliations?

Over the past few years, the region has witnessed successful expe-
riences of popular armed movements that have played a comple-
mentary role with the national armies either in resisting the Israeli
occupation or facing the Takfiri terrorist threat. How could the na-
tional state make these movements part of its national security? Is

this option possible and under what conditions it will work?

Given the increasing roles of local environments, its developmen-
tal effectiveness and its ability to express the attitudes and interests
of the population, what are the acceptable decentralized borders
of the national state in the region? This question could be very
problematic in countries where influenced population with private
identity exists. What are the acceptable limits for the plurality and
distribution of powers and authority within a national State in our
region? Should the strong central state be able to manage the tran-
sitional phase based on broad administrative and financial decen-
tralization, or could we reach to formulas of federal or autonomous

state.

What is our attitude from the relationship between state and
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the international economy and partnership with the private sector.
However, this state is not an elite or community state, but it’s a
citizen state, its interests are the interests of the public and the in-
terests of the most marginalized segments in the first place, more-
over this state is a justice and equality state that is neither fom by

corruption nor undermined by discrimination.

However, the establishment of the national state in our region fac-
es a number of questions and problems, we have chosen in this
conference the issues of independence, internal partnership and
identity cohesion as the most urgent in the regional context and we

propose that the focus of this session to be:

We are not dealing with one model of existing regimes in the Arab
world, there's a multiplicity of forms from single monarchy or the
uling family, nominal constitutional royl or princely emirates, to
authoritarian republic, each of which has over -saturation priva-
cy, and all of which reaffirmed the legitimate question about the
access to a national state approach in the foreseeable future and
in the absence of access to this radical reform, what are the con-
tingency ,alternative supported, or containment plans to push this

trend?

What are the limits or forms of an accepted democracy in the tran-
sitional phase? What is the most appropriate form of popular par-
ticipation in building a national state, what is the preferred political
system? What are the local characteristics that govern the form
of the political system and the pattern of democracy? All these
questions should take into concideration the social and political

composition of our region.

With the rise of sub-national identities, how could we build a na-

tional State that is able to redefine the national identity in ways
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and common options requires a lot of reviews, political efforts and

deep reforms.

The establishment of a national state that is committed referring to
its own people will rationalize by its foreign policies and tie it to

the interests of the people, and not only the ruling elites.

In general, the interests of the peoples of the region are placed
within the framework of regional stability and in building frame-
works and infrastructure for cooperation and economic integra-
tion. Building such national States like this contribute in securing
stability and would make regional peace a preferred option within
the region, and also would absorb tensions and identify regional

economic cooperation and integration opportunities.

Regional stability could not be achieved here without a local rule
that guarantees this stability. In this regard, one of the main reasons
for the current regional tensions can be concluded in the need for a
number of regional regimes to export their domestic crises abroad
in order to disperse the attention of the domestic public opinion,
direct their anger and attract allies who support the existence of

those regimes.

The national State that we are talking about is the powerful State
that is capable of protecting its independence and exercising its
sovereignty over its political decision and in at same time protects
its resources and wealth in away aligned with the interest of its
people. This state is not a state of oppression and exclusion, but it’s
a state that guarantees political participation, protects fundamental
rights and freedoms, and is restricted by legislations, also this state
is a welfare state with a central role in the economic and develop-

ment process, in which success is the criterion for integration into
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system net. Second : The liberal trend, which seeks to integrate
into the international system in its liberal form, and adheres to the
values and standards of international institutions with neoliberal
approaches. This trend calls for the rights of individuals, personal

freedoms and economic growth.

On the other hand, this trend will lead to distorted integration that
does not take into account local specificities and needs, and will
establish dependence and loss of sovereignty, social and economic
inequalities, and destroys productive structures. Finally, the revo-
lutionary trend, which is an ideological state that seeks to change
the status quo within its perimeter, this trend focuses on its strong
power and its external role, and at the same time the revolution-
ary trend is very careful on its sovereignty and independence, but
sometimes it loses its focus and flexibility within the local and do-
mestic context. Moreover, this trend is also subjected to hard exter-

nal pressure from the de facto forces abroad.

Facing these facts, there is an increasing tendency to get out of this
situation towards a complete national state choice. The national
state in its first space is an option of exiting identity disputes by
assimilating all components of society and by dealing with these
components on the basis of citizenship, in a manner that imposes
and equal rights for all its citizens and ensures them dignified life.
This state allows its people to go ahead with development and par-
ticipation and achieve their interests in multiple dimensions, and
on top of that comes unifiying regional civiliztional content with
its diverse people.

This proposal is so clear, and evidently is capable of providing
fundamental solutions to the future of the region. But changing this

proposal and making it the basis of the system, of value interests
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National state:

independence partner
and coherence identity

Our present situation at the regional level requires recognition of
the government forms that we have often adopted in the region,
these forms have not been able to achieve its desired goal, but in
contrast we have entered, at least in the Arab world, in the maze of
tyranny, marginalization, backwardness and fragmentation that has
inflicted destruction on our region and our peoples. In this case, it

will not be easy to escape from its cultural backlash.

This experience makes the people of the region, and in the same
time it confiscated their respect, voice and freedom and distorted
our Islamic and Arab civilization, weakened our strengths and our

major issues, especially the Palestine issue.

In our region, the state is divided into three major trends with uni-

lateral conflicts.

First: The authoritarian trend, which seeks to devote internal
control under various pretexts and forms, a state that seeks to guar-
antee the role and interests of a specific party while the majority, is
marginalized, and the law is just an instrument of dominance and

control.

These States usually lose their national sovereignty because the re-

gime needs to compensate its internal legitimacy with an securing
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and partnership should take into account the international balances
of power within the region, its roles and interests, and thus deter-
mine an attitude from these forces according to agreed standards.
These standards are based on respect for sovereignty and national
independence, promotion of regional stability, and enhanced coop-
eration that stimulates the economic and development States of the
region. In this context, the important role of the Eurasian forces -
China and Russia specifically - is emerging in the regional sphere.
Our interesting in the Eurasian idea and discussing this idea an-
other time is imposed by facts and political transformations, since
this region of the world is witnessing an important role for sever-
al international powers that have turned towards the super power
axis. The Middle East, or more precisely Western Asia, is an area
of strategic importance for Eurasian forces for several reasons:
energy, security, warm water and international trade corridors, as
well as pressure on the United States. The conference could send a
strong signal to the Eurasian forces, specifically Russia and China
indicates that the influential forces in the region are ready for coop-
eration and partnership, also, the Eurasian forces could contribute
in creating a regional environment and communication channels
shorten the distance between the regional Powers.

Special session: Israeli threat to the future of the Palestinian
issue and regional cooperation.

This session deals with the dangers of rapprochement between
some Arab countries and the Zionist entity, and its effects on re-
gional security and the future of the Palestinian issue. The session
also aims to provide approaches that boost the regional efforts sup-
portive to the resistance in order to contain normalization projects
and return the Israeli danger to the core of discussions and deliber-
ations and regional discourse.
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tation; a state recognizes the sovereignty of other States and seeks
primarily to achieve the well-being and dignity of its people.
In short, the state that we are talking about here should be based on

a new social contract that guarantees pluralism, fundamental rights
and freedoms, while at the same time observes the requirements of
the national security, national sovereignty and appropriate strate-
gic positioning to counter external threats.

In the Arab world, this aspiring state faces today three fundamen-
tal challenges, dependency, marginalization, and fragmentation of
national identity into sub-identities that threaten its unity. In this
case, how would we cope with these dilemmas?

Regional relations from balance to broad partnership
Regional orders are usually built on a core of influential forces that
shape a firm base to attract other nations. The essential challenge
here is by removing the influential (strong) forces “from balance
obsession “towards the rationality of constructive cooperation
and partnership. But the partnership of the fundamental influential
forces are not sufficient and could not be satisfied with a narrow set
of partnership goals, such as ensuring security, and in order for the
partnership to be strong and sustainable, it should involve - albeit
gradually - all the countries of the region and include all levels
from firm policies (security and economy) to soft policies (culture
and development).

What is the basis of this partnership? How could this partnership
be stimulated? What are the contributing factors that develop co-
operation and integration idea among strong regional forces?

International Roles and Projects in the Region: How should
these Roles and Projects be approached?

The West Asia and the Arab world are characterized by a highly
overcrowded presence of international forces owing to the abun-
dance of natural resources the region have ,this abundance in re-
sources give advantage in conflict to the forces who control within
the international order. Therefore, all efforts of regional integration
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The conference is supposed to include multiple perspectives and
divergent visions of the regional system and it’s future among the
participants, but the dialogue is not between two parties (Arab /
Iranian), but it is multilateral and visionary approaches, that may
penetrate the traditional division of the basic trends in the region.
We are looking forward to put the Conference conclusions and
consequences in the hands of observers and interested parties, so
that it can be better utilized in setting the regional dialogues agen-
da, and will be part of the public debate.

The problem of official diplomacy and its cautious steps give this
type of dialogue a preliminary role in creating the general environ-
ment, building informal dialogue bases, reducing disparities and
gaps, contributing to resolving the closed violence cycle , building
mutual interests between different and conflicting parties, and fi-
nally expanding existing interests and strengthening inter linkages.
The basic premise of the paper is as follows: the establishment and
stability of the new regional order should be part of an integrated
pyramid; the base of the pyramid consists of unified national state.
Strong, capable, and just state that guarantee the fundamental and
collective rights of the individual, and at the top of the pyramid
comes the international order, that our region should be a partner
in building in order to achieve its distant ends.

Topics and themes of the conference

National State: independence, partnership and identity cohesion
The key element in forming of any successful regional order is the
presence of national states have the interest, will and vision in or-
der to contribute in a firm foundation for such an order. A state that
is based on universal citizenship, rather than identity marginaliza-
tion, based on participation in the internal affairs and strengthening
external partnerships in accordance with the great national inter-
ests. A state defines its national security through regional coop-
eration, rejects Western hegemony and the Israeli occupation and
engages in regional relations that ensure balance in their confron-
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““The General Frame”

The title of the conference reflects the need of all parties to formu-
late common ideas that contribute in establishing a new regional
order shifts the region from confrontation, war and competition
that sometimes paid from abroad, to stability, cooperation and
partnership, which allows for a regional environment conducive to
regional stability, progress and advancement. Recent months have
shown signs of low levels of dialogue under the burden of opera-
tional balances; so, some forces that are responsible for escalation
have become more receptive to compromises based on benefit-
sharing and roles.

More over, building consensus on the regional order of the region
has run into difficulties and obstacles, because the region lacks
common rules and agreed on the principles that control the rhythm
of events in, and this matter is being compensated by recourse to
foreign forces. Another Further obstacles of the regional order is
the national state which is the first pillar and is deeply divided and
chaotic, also the levels of identity mobilization in this state re-
mained high, adding

irrational dimensions to the relations between the countries and so-
cieties of the region. Most importantly, all countries of the region
are not ready enough to participate in the initial drafting of the
regional order principles, but only a small nucleus of major States
can do so, and other States will subsequently join this track once its
features are clear and gain the necessary momentum.
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Preface

This book includes the conference Proceedings of Arabs
and Iran second Conference:”Towards A common future:
Security, Stability and Cooperation” that was held in Bei-
rut, on January 17-18, 2018 as an initiative from the Or-
ganizing Committees : the Consultative Center for Studies
and Documentation, the Iranian Institute for Political and
International Studies (IPIS), Andesha Sazan Noor (Iran), in
cooperation with the following institutions: The Lebanese
Center for Legal, Political and Administrative Studies ,the
Lebanese newspaper Al-akhbar , Al Mayadeen T.V, Baheth

Center for Palestinian and Strategic Studies.

The conference was attended by a large number of research-
ers from Iran and from different Arab countries. The activ-
ities of the conference were divided on several issues and

were discussed in parallel sessions: National state:

Independence, partner and identity cohesion, Regional rela-
tions from balance to broad partnership, International Roles
and Projects in the Region: How should these Roles and
Projects be approached? Israeli threat to the future of the
Palestinian issue and regional cooperation, the Final Ses-

sion Arab-Iranian Cooperation: future visions.
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Final Session: Arab-Iranian Cooperation visions for the future

Sheikh Ali Karimyan: General Secretary of the Federation of Islamic Radio
and Television

Leith Shobeilat: Writer, political activist and engineers syndicate
Noureddine Erbawi: Head of the political Bureau of the Renaissance

Movement
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Mohammad Baker Khorramshad: Deputy Secretary of the Arab National
Congress and member of the Egyptian Shura Council (Iran)

Mohammad Ballout: Writer and journalist (Lebanon)

Mahmoud Haidar: Researcher and writer (Lebanon)

Mohammad Tay: Legal Researcher and Professor -Vice president of the
Consultative Center for Studies and Documentation (Lebanon)

Walid Sharara: Researcher and writer (Lebanon)

Yasar Qatarenah: Researcher and consultant at the CMI Center-Finland (Jordan)
Youssef Nasrallah: University instructor and President of the Center for

Palestinian Studies and Strategy (Lebanon)

Israeli Threat to the Future of the Palestinian Struggle and Regional Coop-

eration Sessions
First Part:

Ousama Hamdan: A Political official in Hamas (Palestine)

Hassan Hubballah: Member of Hezbollah political office (Lebanon)

Ziad Nakhaleh: A Political official in the Islamic Jihad Movement (Palestine)
Hussein Sheikh Al-Islam: Advisor to the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the
Islamic Republic of Iran (Iran)

Seif Daana: Researcher and instructor at American Weskinson University (Palestine)

Second Part:

Sami AL-Aryaan: Political writer and researcher (Palestine)

Kamal Khalaf AL-Tawil: Writer and researcher (Palestine)

Louna Abo-Swaireh: Director of the Center for Arab Unity Studies
Maher AL-Taher: The official in the department of political relations in the
popular front for the liberation of palestine (Palestine)

Mounir Shafiq: Researcher and Arab thinker (Palestine)
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Ahmad Malli: University Instructor-President of Legal, political, and
administrative Studies at Lebanese University (Lebanon)

Elias Hanna: Retired brigadier general and University Instructor (Lebanon)
Elias Farhat: Retired brigadier general and researcher (Lebanon)

Amin Iskandar: Political analyst and leader of the Karama Party (Eygpt)
Bassem Al-Shab: Deputy in the Future Bloc (Lebanon)

Bashar Al-Lakkis: Writer and journalist (Lebanon)

Taysir AL-Khatib: Researcher and writer (Palestine)

Hassan Al-Koummi: An Iranian diplomat and former ambassador (Iran)
Rabih Barkat: Professor at the American University of Beirut (Lebanon)
Rima Fakhri: political researcher and member of Hezbollah Political office (Lebanon)
Trad Hmeda: Former Lebanese Minister (Lebanon)

Talal Atrisi: University Instructor and researcher (Lebanon)

Abbas Khama Yar: An Iranian diplomat and former cultural adviser to
Lebanon, Qatar and Kuwait (Iran)

Abd AL-rida Farji Rad: Former Ambassador to Norway, Hungary and Sri
Lanka (Iran)

Adnan Mansour: Former Foreign Minister (Lebanon)

Ali Nasser Mohammad: President of the People>s Democratic Republic of
Yemen

Ali Nassar: Former Foreign Minister (Lebanon)

Imad Rizk: Ambassador of the Center for Strategic Communication
Advisory (Lebanon)

Kamel Wazni: University Instructor and researcher (Lebanon)

Layla Nkoula: University Instructor and writer (Lebanon)

Majdi Al-Maasrawi: Deputy Secretary of the Arab National Congress and
member of the Egyptian Shura Council (Eygpt)
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Sarkis Abo Zeid: Writer and journalist (Lebanon)

Saad Mehio: (Lebanon)

Shafic Jradi: Director of the Institute of Government Studies (Lebanon)
Adel Abdulmahdi: Iraqi leader, former vice president of the republic (Iraq)
Abd AL-hussein Shaaban: Writer and political activist (Iraq)

Abd Al-Gani Imad: University Instructor and researcher (Lebanon)

Oraib AL-Rintawi: Director of the Jerusalem Center for Political Studies (Jordan)
Ghassan Bin-Jeddo: General Director of Al-Mayadin channel (Tunisia)
Kassem Kassir: Writer and journalist (Lebanon)

Karim Khana: University Instructor and researcher (Iran)

Mohammad Irani: General Director of the Middle East and North Africa
Department at the Foreign Ministry (Iran)

Mohammad Khawaja: Researcher and member of Amal Movement
Political office (Lebanon)

Mohammad Alloush: Writer and journalist (Lebanon)

Mohammad Kawtharani: Member of the Political Council of Hezbollah (Lebanon)
Marwan Abdel Aal: Official of the Popular Front for the Liberation of
Palestine in Lebanon (Palestine)

Masoud Asadullahi: Writer and researcher (Iran)

Mostafa Al-labbad: Author and Director of the Middle East Center for Re-
gional and Strategic Studies (Eygpt)

Maan Bashour: Researcher, writer and member of the General Secretariat

of the Arab National Conference (Lebanon)

International Roles and Projects in the Region: How Should they be com-

pared Sessions?

Ibrahim Al-Moussawi: University Instructor and political researcher (Lebanon)
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Akil Mahfouz: Academic and writer - director of political studies at the
Damascus Center for Research and Studies (Syria)

Ghaleb Abo Zeinab: Member of Hezbollah political office (Lebanon)
Firas Abi-Saab: Writer and researcher (Lebanon)
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breaks the traditional approach to journalism. In ad-
dition to giving a priority to the private investigations
of issues affecting daily life without being necessar-
ily constrained by the political context of the event.
Al Akhbar relies on a network of reporters spread in
most of the worlds’ capitals that contribute in con-
veying a realistic and vivid picture of events from
the countries they’re in. It’s main strength lies in it’s
form and design that matches with modern industry
standards and it pays special attention to visuals and
caricatures.

Baheth Center for Plestinian and Strategic Studies
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Specialized research institution concerned with pub-
lishing studies, researches, books and periodical anal-
ysis related to the central issue of the Ummah: the is-
sue of Palestine, and other regional and international
issues and crises associated with it or derived from it.

The Center for Palestinian and Strategic Studies orga-
nizes regular seminars, and participates in events, con-
ferences and meetings (inside and outside Lebanon)
within the framework of its programs and objectives.
The Center welcomes researchers, experts and ana-
lysts who are active in the framework of academia and
research, and whatever contributes to the motivation
and unite the efforts of the Ummah in all categories,

To counter projects and schemes hostile to them, and
strengthens the pillars of confrontation with the real
enemies of the Ummah: the American administration
and the Zionist entity.
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- Strengthening scientific links and cooperation with
local and international institutions and bodies in all
activities carried out by the Center.

Al Mayadeen

is an independent Arab satellite news channel, it was
@ launched on June the 11th 2012, and it broadcasts
from Beirut, Lebanon.

almayadeen.net

Despite this channels’ late arrival, it has become one
of the most important Arab channels and has become
the number one news channel in more than one Arab
country mainly because of its commitment to profes-
sionalism and its balanced news, making it a prime
spot of convergence, dialogue and interaction. The
channel broadcasts on a 24/24 hours basis presenting
more than ten news bulletins and about 17 different
programs. Al Mayadeen’s logo is “Reality as it is”,
and it stands by it in order to convey truth and differ-
ent opinion in a world in crisis. The Channel came
out in the middle of a critical moment in the history
of the region and rose to the challenge, by introducing
a new kind of journalism committed to the national,
ethnic and humanitarian issues, within a template of
substantive journalistic professionalism.

Al Akhbar

JI &%) : JJI Newspaper was first founded in 1953, the first issue
® o was published on 14 August 2006 after 33 days Israeli
aggression on Lebanon, it relied on a group of young

journalists to produce a modern daily newspaper that
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Institute for Political and International Studies
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It’s a political research center affiliated with to Iran’s
foreign ministry. It was founded in 1983. It is con-
sidered one of the leading research institutions that
established after the Islamic revolution in 1979. It
specializes on research and studies on issues related
to the foreign policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran.
The Center has organized a number of conferences
and seminars which discussed different international
and regional affairs.

In Cooperation with:

The Lebanese Center for Legal, Political and Administrative Studies
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Is a center specialized with in everything related to
scientific studies and researches and works on the de-
velopmentand linking them to reality. And it aims
to be the main pillar to meet the research needs and
contribute to the development of solutions to issues
development at the national level through:

-Carrying out legal, political and administrative stud-
ies and putting them at the service of the university in
particular, and institutions and individuals in general

- Documentation of studies, research and information
according to scientific methods.

-Organizing conferences, researches and scientific
seminars within the scope of its competences, either
by itself or in partnership with counterparties inside
and outside Lebanon.

-Linking scientific research to university goals and
development plans.
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The Consultative Center for Studies and Documentation
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A scientific institution specialized in research and in-
formation focused on social and regional issues which
keeps pace with strategic affairs and influential world
developments, in addition to issues related to resis-
tance and the conflict with the enemy. The activity
of the Center is mainly focused in Lebanon, whereby
it strives to achieve its designated goals and meet its
research and informational needs. The center also ac-
cumulates abroad information base, filed according
to the most modern scientific and technical means.
The center also issues studies, reports, and documen-
tations which highlight the latest matters, events, and
developments in Lebanon, the region and the world.

Andishe Sazan-e Noor Institute for Strategic Studies
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Institute for Studies

It was established in 2002 and specializes in politi-
cal studies and research related to the Islamic world.
The most prominent publications of the center is the
quarterly magazine “Jihad Islam” for strategic stud-
ies which follows the current changes and develop-
ments in the Muslim world. The center has published
around 170 books about the Islamic world in Persian,
Arabic and English.
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