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Introduction

The “individual initiative” slogan is about to be one of the most important
fundamental Lebanese economy principles, ripen into a mere front to cover the
concerned formal authorities’ dereliction of duty in promising economic sectors
left to shape their own destiny without any support or care. Among these sectors
is the Lebanese fishing fleet, which is one of the most retarded and suffering
sectors though Lebanon’s geographical location along the eastern shore of the
Mediterranean sea with a length not less than 220 km.

The organic agriculture sector is also among these sectors as eco-friendly agri-
food production system that helps renewing natural resources, enhancing healthy
immunity, as well as affording promising financial and economic opportunities of
this sector that faces huge challenges hampering its growth and development.

Under the political and ethical degradation and security breakdown, 2013 came
to an end with further deterioration of Lebanon’s Good Governance ranking as
a signal of various types and levels of corruption propagation on a large scale;
duplicating, therefore, the likelihood of bringing the economic growth to a halt.

While the Syrian conflict- accompanied with a large number of refugees to
Lebanon (more than one million refugees according to most estimates) - is getting
worse, multi-economic and social sectors and public utilities already suffering
from long-lived structural malfunction became under twofold pressure. These
duplications give alert of further deterioration in living conditions whose aspects
are increase of the poor, diseases spread, and crime diffusion among both citizens
and refugees.

The twelfth volume of the development report series dives into the
aforementioned topics details as the first chapter highlights the most prominent
information of the FAO recently published study on the Lebanese fishing fleet with
recommendations to improve it.

While the second chapter presents the situation and challenges of the organic
agriculture, the third chapter deals with the statistical indicators of the latest
studies comparing good governance in Lebanon and the region, the role of this
governance in the economic growth as well as the most prominent mechanisms of
implementation thereof.

The fourth and fifth chapters are dedicated to expose the World Bank recent
study on the impacts of the Syrian crisis on the Lebanese economy and society and
the required cost, whether to confront the consequences of this crisis or to restore
the pro-crisis normal economic and social conditions.

Finally, the sixth chapter presents a set of statistical indicators related to the
development of the index of the economic freedom in Lebanon compared to world
countries and to the performance of drug and telecommunication sectors in the last
years.
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